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(57) Abstract: An electric discharge machining method for separating
a workpiece (30) into a core (34) and a peripheral portion (32) that
surrounds the core is configured so that in the method: wire electric
discharge machining is performed by applying a prescribed voltage on
the workpiece with a wire electrode (22), which travels along a pre-
scribed travel pathbetween an upper guide (14) and a lower guide (20),
and moving the wire electrode relative to the workpiece in a direction
perpendicular to the travel path; the relative movement is stopped so
that the core and the peripheral member are connected by a single un-
cut portion (58); and after moving the workpiece relative to the upper
guide and lower guide so that the core does not overlap the lower guide
in the vertical direction, the uncut portion is removed by die sinking
electric discharge machining.
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