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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to a retaining device for
engaging portions of large sponges.

Tt is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a retaining device whereby a plurality of
gponges can be retained and can be assembled
into a large sponge device serving as a mop for
serubbing and cleaning surfaces.

Other objects of the present invention are to
provide a sponge device which is of simple con-
struction, inexpensive to manufacture, con-
venient to use and efficient in operation.

For a better understanding of the invention
reference may be had to the following detailed
description taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, in which

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the sponge
device embodying the features of the present in-
vention,

Tig. 2 is a bottom plan view of my sponge de-
vice,

Fig. 3 is a transverse cross-sectional view of the
sponge device taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the sponge
portions before it has been assembled upon the
retaining device,

Fig. 5 is a depending plan view of the fastening
clip for the securing of the sponge portion to
the retainer base,

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary top plan view of the
retainer base illustrating the manner in which
the clip fastening portions are made secure to
the top surface of the retaining base,

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
through one of the holes of the base in which the
clip is inserted.

Referring now to the figures, 10 represents a
retaining base having a plurality of tapered holes
{1 extending therethrough. These holes are
adapted to receive a bendable metal clip strip 12
when it has been folded about a sponge portion 13
and shaped to be inserted into the hole 1. After
the clip is in the hole {1 it can be secured against
a. downward displacement by soldering over wings
or retaining portions 14 so that they engage with
the top face of the retaining base., By virtue of
the clip 12 being of conical formation it is held
against upward displacement within the base I0.
The clip {2 is made of metal and has inwardly
struck barbs 16 for engagement with the sponge
to retain the same,
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When a large number of these sponge portions
{3 are assembled on the base 18 a large area
sponge device is obtained.

A handle bracket 17 is secured to the top of
base 10 by screws 18 and is adapted to receive
a handle 21 which is made secure therein by a
pin or screw 22.

While various changes may be made in the
detail construction it shall be understood that
such changes shall be within the spirit and scope
of the present invention as defined by the ap-
pended claim.

I claim: :

A multiple sponge device comprising a retain-
ing base with tapered holes extending upwardly
therethrough, said holes having a larger diameter
at the bottom than at the top thereof, inwardly
rolled sponge portions, a bendable clip strip fitted
around one end of each of said sponge portions
and inserted into the tapered holes, each clip
having barbs struck inwardly and projected up-
wardly from the clip to enter the sponge portion
to prevent the removal of the sponge portion from
the clip, each clip being of tapered conical for-
mation to prevent upward movement of the clip
in the hole, projections extending from the clip
at the upper edge thereof and said projections
folded downwardly onto the top face of the re-
taining base to prevent the clip and sponge por-
tion from dropping out of said holes.
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