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3 Claims. (Cl. 240-4) 
This invention relates to means for attaching 

an electric lamp or other electric fixture to a 
table top or like Support, and for electrically. Con 
necting the lamp or fixture with an attachment 
cord that may be plugged into any convenient 
house wiring outlet receptacle to derive the cur 
rent necessary for operation of the electric lamp 
or fixture. v - - - - - 

By means of the present invention, the lamp 
or fixture can be easily and quickly set up and 
the necessary electrical connection can be simul 
taneously made by a simple operation requiring 
no special skill or experience, the construction 
being such as to prevent the lamp or fixture from 
being accidentally knocked off of the table top or 
other Support to Which it is attached. 
Other objects and features of the present in 

vention Will become apparent from the following 
description when considered in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, and the invention 
consists in the novel form, combination and ar 
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langement of parts hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed, shown in said drawings and claimed. 

In the dra WingS: 
Figure 1 is a View showing a lamp attached to a 

table top in accordance With the present inven 
tion, the lamp being in elevation and partly 

25 

broken away, and the table top being in section. 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary vertical section on 

line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a horizontal section online 3-3 of 

Figure2; and . 
Figure 4 is an enlarged bottom plan view of the 

base of the lamp shown in Figures 1 and 2. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, 5 indicates 

a horizontal support such as the top of a card 
table, said Support having an opening 6 there 
through at a point where the lamp or fixture is 
to be mounted. Secured upon the Support 5 by 
means of ScreWS 7 or the like is a face plate 8 
provided With a Central sleeve member 9 fitting 
in the opening 6 of the support 5 and defining a 
central opening in said face plate 8 Within which 
is rotatably fitted the insulating body O of a 
socket member provided with the usual contact 
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and cap member f3 are preferably provided 
With cooperating threaded metal sleeves as at 
f6d. So as to provide a more durable construction 
than Would be presented by providing the parts 
0 and 3 With direct threads for their interen 

gagement. It Will be understood that the at 
tachment cord 5 will be provided on its other 
end with a suitable attachment plug, not shown, 
Whereby the Socket member 0, etc., may be elec 
trically connected to any convenient floor or wall 
outlet receptacle of a house wiring system. 
The lamp or fixture includes a standard which 

may consist of an inner stem 6 and an outer 
finishing tube 7. The lamp or fixture further 
includes a base 8 of insulating material in which 
the lower end of stem 6 is threaded and over 
the reduced upper portion of which the lower end 
of finishing tube T is fitted as respectively in 
dicated at 9 and 20 in Figure 2. The stem, 6 
encloses the wires 26 which lead to the lamps or 
other current consuming devices carried by the 
fixture, and the lower ends of these wires are 
respectively attached to contact pins 27 secured 
to and depending from the base 8 of the lamp 
or fixture, within a central recess 28 provided in 
the bottom of Said base 8. The arrangement is 
Such that when the lamp or fixture is set upon 
the face plate 8, the pins 27 may be inserted in 
the openings of the socket member or body to 
So as to engage the Socket contacts 2 and pro 
Vide an electrical connection between the lamp 
Or fixture and the attachment cord 5. Due to 
the engagement of the projecting contact pins 
2 in the openings fl of the socket member 0, 
the lamp or fixture will be prevented from ready 
accidental displacement, or from being readily 
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knocked off of the table top or support 5. How 
ever, a more secure attachment of the lamp or 
fixture to the Support 5 may be effected by pro 
Viding positive means for connecting the base f8 
of the lamp or fixture with the support 5. As 
shown, one of the many ways of doing this may 
consist in providing the bottom of base 8 with 
3 plurality of depending headed pins 29 in sur 

pin receiving openings within which are dis 
posed the contacts 12. Threaded on the lower 
end of the body member 0 of the SocketS is a 
cap 3, and the top of the body. O has a flange 
I4 engaging the face plate 8 whereby the body 
fo is retained in the sleeve member 9 of the face 
plate 8. The Wires of an attachment cord 5 ex 
tend through a central opening of the cap men 
ber 3 and are attached to the respective contacts 

rounding relation to the recess 28, and by pro 
viding the face plate 8 with key slots 30 in which 
Said headed pins are engageable. The arrange 
ment is such that when the contact pins 27 are 
inserted in the openings of the socket member 
0, the heads of pins 29 may pass through the 
enlarged ends of the key hole slots 30, and by 
Subsequently turning the lamp or fixture about a 
Vertical axis, the heads of the pins 29 may en 
gage under the face plate 8 at the smaller ends 

12 as shown clearly in Figure 2. The socket body 55 of the key hole slots 30 for providing a positive 



2 
connection between the lamp or fixture and the 
face plate 8. This turning of the fixture or lamp 
is permitted by reason of the fact that the plug 
body O is capable of turning in the sleeve mem 
ber 9 of face plate 8, as will be necessary when 
the contact pins 27 are engaged in the openings 
f. By reason of this arrangement, the lamp or 
fixture cannot even be upWardly displaced acci 
dentally and can only be removed by intentional 
turning of the lamp or fixture and then upward 
displacement thereof after the heads of the pins 
29 are alined or registered With the larger ends 
of the key hole slots 30. 

It will be seen that the present device is 
especially useful in connection with the attach 
ment of lamps or other fixtures to portable ar 
ticles that are adapted to be moved from one 
place to another, Such as card tables and the 
like. The attachment cord 5 together with its 
end socket and plug members will be carried by 
this portable article and movable With it. At the 
same title, one end of the attachment cord 5 
imay be readily plugged into any convenient out 
let receptacle of a house wiring system when the 
portable article is set in the desired position for 
use, thereby conveniently deriving the necessary 
Current for operation of the fixture or lamp at 
t2.ched to the Supporting member 5 of this port 
able article. Also, such lanp or fixture, when 
attached to the Supporting member 5 in the man 
ner and by the means described, will be effective 
ly connected or attached to said supporting mem 
ber 5 so as to be effectively prevented from ac 
cidental displacement off of said supporting 
member. Obviously, the supporting member 5 
may be provided with one or more lamps or 
fixtures in accordance with the present invention 
at the most Suitable point or points. Thus, in 
the case of card tables or the like, the lamps 
used may be arranged to give proper light. 
The base 8 of the lamp or fixture may also be 

provided with depending rigid pins 3 engage 
able in Openings 32 in the socket body to so as to 
cause the latter to turn without straining the 
contact pins 27 when the lamp or fixture is : 
turned to engage or release the headed pins 29 
With respect to face plate 8. 
What I claim as new is: 
1. The combination of a portable table having 

a top provided with an opening, an attachment 
cord having a Socket member at one end and 
adapted to have its other end plugged into an 
outlet receptacle, said socket member being 
mounted in said opening, and an electric lamp 
having a base provided with projecting contact 
pins engageable in said socket member when 
Said base is disposed upon said table top for pro 
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2,268,831 
viding an electrical connection between the lamp 
and said attachment cord, a face plate secured 
on said table top and having a central sleeve 
member fitted Within Sald opening and Within 
Which the body of Said socket member is rotat 
ably fitted and Secured, said face plate having 
a plurality of key hole slots, and depending 
headed pins carried by the base of the lamp and 
engageable in said key hole slots for attaching 
the lamp to said table top upon rotation of the 
lamp relative to Said table top. 

2. The combination of a portable table having 
a top provided With an opening, an attachment 
Cord having a Socket member at one end and 
adapted to have its other end plugged into an 
outlet receptacle, said socket member being 
mounted in Said opening, an electric lamp having 
a base provided With projecting contact pins en 
gageable in said Socket member when said base 
is disposed upon Said table top for providing an 
electrical Connection between the lamp and said 
attachment cord, a face plate secured on said 
table top and having a central sleeve member 
disposed within said opening and within which 
the body of said socket member is rotatably fit 
ted and Secured, said face plate having a plural 
ity of key hole slots, depending headed pins car 
ried by the base of the lamp and engageable in 
said key hole slots for attaching the lamp to said 
table top upon rotation of the lamp relative to 
Said table top, and additional rigid pins depend 
ing from the base of the lamp, the body of said 
Socket member having openings receiving the 
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last-named pins when the contact pins of said 
base are engaged in said socket member, where 
by turning of the socket member with the lamp 
may be effected without placing lateral strain on 
the contact pins of said lamp. 

3. In combination with a portable table hav 
ing a top provided with an opening, an attach 
ment cord having a socket member at one end 
and adapted to have its other end plugged into 
an outlet receptacle, a face plate secured to said 
table top and having a central sleeve member 
fitted in said opening, said socket member having 
a body rotatably fitted and secured in said sleeve 
member, a lamp having a base provided with de 
pending contact pins engageable in said socket 
member to provide an electrical connection be 
tween the lamp and said attachment cord, said 
face plate having a plurality of key hole slots, 
and headed pins depending from said base mem 
ber and engageable in said key hole slots upon 
rotation of the lamp relative to said face plate to 
provide a positive detachable connection between 
the lamp and the table top. 

WILLIAM SHANLEY KLEIN. 


