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An SDN architecture, for a cellular communications system, separates the control plane and the user
plane in a RAN of the cellular communication system. A controller, in the RAN, may serve a number of
base stations and perform mobility management control functions (i.e., functions related to handovers), via
a control plane, for base stations in the RAN. User plane traffic may be separately communicated between
base stations and an SDN switch. The SDN switch, in the RAN, may be used to route data plane traffic and

terminate the backhaul connection towards the core network.
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Mobility management for software defined radio access networks
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An SDN architecture, for a cellular communications system, separates the control plane
and the user plane in a RAN of the cellular communication system. A controller, in the RAN,
may serve a number of base stations and perform mobility management control functions (i.e.,
functions related to handovers), via a control plane, for base stations in the RAN. User plane
traffic may be separately communicated between base stations and an SDN switch. The SDN
switch, in the RAN, may be used to route data plane traffic and terminate the backhaul

connection towards the core network.
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