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(57) Abstract: A sample preparation and analysis system (10). The system (10) includes a housing (16) with a sample preparation
station (12) and a sample analysis station (14) positioned within the housing (16). The sample analysis station (14) is spaced away
from the sample preparation station (12). A transport assembly (50) is contigured to move at least one sample within the housing

O (16) and between the sample preparation station (12) and the sample analysis station (14).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-5, 11, 16
sample preparation and analysis system
1.1. claim: 1

automatic transport assembly between sample preparation
station and sample analysis station

1.2. claim: 2

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system

1.3. claim: 3

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising mass spectrometer
spaced away from the sample preparation station

1.4. claim: 4

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising sample preparation
station positioned within upper quadrant of a first end of a
housing

1.5. claim: 5

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising mass spectrometer
positioned within lower quadrant of a second end of a
housing

1.6. claim: 11

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising a roughing pump

1.7. claim: 16

automated biclogical specimen preparation and analysis
system

2. claim: 6

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising a mass spectrometer
being positioned on a support that is movable horizontally
with respect to a housing
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

3. claims: 7, 8

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising liquid
chromatography pumps positioned at a height that is lower
than a height of the sample preparation module

4, claims: 9, 10

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising an ionization source
being positioned towards a front face of the housing

5. claim: 12

automated biological specimen preparation and mass
spectrometry analysis system comprising one or more liquid
chromatography pumps and at least one Tiquid chromatography
mobile phase container

6. claims: 13-15

automated hiological specimen preparation and analysis
system comprising serviceable components

7. claim: 17

automated biological specimen preparation and analysis
system comprising an adjustable user interface

8. claims: 18-21

sample preparation and analysis system comprising a database
containing a plurality of unique assays
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