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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that we, WILLIAM DAVID KURZ
and HANS AMUNDSON, citizens of the United
States, residing at La Crosse, in the county of
La Crosse and State of Wisconsin, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Electric-Lamp Sockets; and we do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to electric lighting,
and especially to the incandescent lamp and
means and appliances for supporting the said
lamp and including it in the circuit.

The purpose of the invention is to provide
a system of wiring and a lamp-holder which
is especially adapted for outside decorative
illumination and which will admnit of the use
of bare wire and prevent rain from lodging
in the holder or socket and short-circuiting
the lamp. :

A farther purpose of the invention is to
facilitate the wiring of the strueture to be
illuminated and also insure a firm and posi-
tive electrical connection between the lamp
terminals and the terminals of the holder un-
der vibrations of large amplitudeof thelamp
due to jars of the structure, should the same
be a factory, boat,or moving vehicle, thereby
preventing an interruption of the circuitand
a breakage of the carbon filament of the lamp.

The improvement consists of thenovel fea-
tures and the pecuiiar construction and com-
bination of the parts, which will be herein-
after more fully described and elaimed, and
which are shown in the annexed drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of asupport, show-
ing the application of the invention thereto,
the wire on the reverse side of the said sup-
port being shown in dotted lines. Fig.2 isa
perspective view of a holder detached. Fig.3
is a cross-section showinga lamp in position.

The lamp-holder A is composed of a single
coil of wire of proper size to form a socket
to receive the threaded plug b of the lamp B.
One end of the coil or socket is projected to
form the arm @, which is in the plane of the
base-coil and which is slightly curved and
terminates in the eye a’, which receives a

screw or other fastening C. The other end

of the coil or socket is bent out and forms a
projection ¢?, which is grasped between the
thumb and forefinger to facilitate the detach-
ment; of the lamp when the same-is to be re-
moved.

For ornamental wiring the electric contacts
D, being serews which extend through the
support E, are placed in the proper position

55

6o

on the support or structure K to present the -

outline of the desired design, and are elec-
trically connected on the reverse side of the
said support by the wire F, which is coiled
about the projecting ends of the said con-
tacts D. The sockets or holders A are placed
on the support or structure E so that the con-
tacts D occupy a central position relative to
each socket and are secured in place by staple
or fastening ¢, which is driven over arm a
close to the said socket and by screw or fast-
ening C, which passes through the eye o’.
Two fastenings g and C are provided for each
socket.  The wire G is in electrical connec-
tion with the fastenings C, preferably by tak-
ing a turn around each. The wires G and F
are included in the cireuit in the ordinary
manner. ‘When thelampis properly inserted
in the socket, the electric terminals thereof
are in electrical connection with the socket
and the contact D. By reason of the socket
being of a cotlof wire,it will grasp the threaded
plug end of the lamp firmly, will yield to vi-
brations, and being open will prevent the
lodgment of water and the short-circuiting of
the lamp.

By having the positive wire on one side of
the support and ithe negative or neutral wire
on the opposite side of the said support no
short-circuiting can possibly oceur by reason
of the two wires coming in contact, thereby
decreasing the chances of fire and obviating
the chief source of trouble experienced in
temporary outdoor decorative lighting.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combination, with a support and a
series of electric contacts extending through
the said support and in electrical connection
cn the reverse side thereof, of a seriesof sock-
ets, each formed of a single coil of wire and
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placed concentric with one of the said con-
tacts, the said sockets being in electrical con-
nection, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

2. The ecombination, with a support and a
series of electric contacts extending through
the said support and in electrical connection °
on the reverse side thereof, of a series of sock-
ets, each socket formed of a single coil of
wire and placed concentric with a contact and
having an arm which terminates in an eye,
and fastenings for securing the said arm to
the said support, one set of the fastenings be-
ing in electrical conneection, substantially as |
set forth. ‘

3. The hereinbefore-specified lamp-socket,

composed of a coil of wire having oiié end
of the wire extended to form the arm a, by
means of which the said socket is secured to
the support and having the other end of the
said wire extended to form the projection o?
for the finger toobtain a purchase upon when
removingor attaching the lamp, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM DAVID KURZ.
HANS AMUNDSON.
Witnesses: '
FRANK WINTER,
WALTER C. WINTER.
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