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The object of this invention is the pro-
vision of a hammer with an automatic nail
holder or clamp of an extremely simple but
thoroughly eflicient nature.

A further object is the provision of an
automatic nail clamping attachment for
hammers which is not only efficient for
clamping nails against the eye portion of a
hammer head, so that the nail may be started
in the work in which it is to be driven but
which will readily release a nail when the

same is to be operated on by the hammer, -

and further wherein the device serves as a
protector for the portion of the handle at
and adjacent to its connection with the ham-
mer head.

To the attainment of the above broadly
stated objects and others which will present
themselves as the nature of the invention is
better understood, the improvement also re-

gides in certain other novel features of con- :

struction, combination and operative associa-
tion of parts, a satisfactory embodiment of
which is disclosed by the accompanying
drawings. ‘

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation illustrating the
application of the improvement.

Figure 2 is a similar view on an enlarged
scale with parts broken away and parts in
section. :

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the body
portion of the improvement.

Referring now to the drawings in detail,

the numeral 1 designates a hammer head and

2 the eye portion thereof.. In the eye there
ig received the end of the usual wooden han-
dle 3.

In carrying out my invention I bore a hole
in one edge of the handle 8 in a line with
the poll end of the hammer head and a suit-
able distance away from the eye 2 of the
hammer head. ' This hole provides a pocket
for one end of a comparatively light helical
spring 4.

The improvement comprises a metal men-
ber or plate 5 which is arched in cross sec-

tion. The plate 5, at one end thereof, has .

its central portion extended and the said ex-
tension is formed with a V-shaped opening so
that the said extension provides a claw or a
pair of jaws 6. The body of the member
5, at approximately the center thereof, has
an opening 7 therethrough, and through this

opening there is passed a screw 8, the screw -

entering the handie 3 and the head thereof

resting . against. the wall provided by the

opening 7. The screw thus provides a ful-
crum for the member 5. The outer end of
the spring 4 bears against the inner face of
the plate or member 5 to influence its claw
end 6 into contact with ‘the eye portion 2 of
the hammer head 1. The claw 6 is disposed
at a slight outward angle with respect to the
body 5. of the device.
insertion of ‘the head of a nail between the
claw 6 and the metal eye 2 of the hammer
head 1, so that the nail is effectively held
and initially driven by manipulating the
hammer in -the usual manner. When the
nail is sufficiently started in the work the
hammer is moved longitudinally to bring
the head of the nail out of engagement with
the claw and thé nail is then finally driven
home in the usual manner.-

My improvement may be readily attached
to any ordinary type of nail driving imple-
ments and is not, of course, to be restricted to
employment in connection with claw ham-
mers as disclosed by the drawings. - The im-
provement in  addition -to -automatically
clamping a nail for initial driving, serves
as a protector for the part of the wooden
handle on which it is arranged. L

Having described the invention, I claim:—

The combination with a hammer head
having a wooden handle and. said handle
having a pocket therein arranged in a plane
with the poll of the hammer head, of a metal
plate which is arched in cross . section to
loosely embrace the handle of the hammer
and which plate has one of its ends cen-
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trally formed with a claw extension, said

plate having a central opening therethrough,
a screw passing through the opening and
threaded 1nto the handle and a helical spring
in the pocket exerting a pressure against the
plate at one end thereof to swing said plate
on its fulerum to bring the claw against the
eye portion of the hammer head and where-
by a nail engaged by the claw will have its
head portion forced against the eye of the
hammer and sustained at a right angle with

respect to the said eye portion of the

hammer.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

ANTON HELFRICH.
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