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57 ABSTRACT 

An electrically heated hair curling iron includes a han 
dle with a tubular electric heating element having a first 
end adjacent the handle, a second and spaced outwardly 
from the handle, and an outer peripheral surface pro 
vided with a plurality of accurately spaced grooves 
extending longitudinally between the first end and the 
second end. A removable hair grooming attachment is 
mounted on the heating element and includes an annular 
frame having a plurality of accurately spaced longitudi 
nal support bars slidably engaged in the grooves 
through a first frame end having an inner diameter 
larger than that of the heating element. The opposite 
end of the frame has an inner diameter less than that of 
the heating element and abuts the second end of the 
element to limit the sliding movement of the attachment 
toward the handle and a detachable fastener extends 
through the abutting ends of the frame and heating 
element to secure the frame in place. The attachment is 
provided with a hair clamping member for facilitating 
the formation of small "tight' curls or bristles or teeth 
collectively defining a brush for forming large "loose' 
curls and waves. 

12 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

ELECTRIC CURLING IRON HAVING A 
REMOVABLE HAIR GROOMING ATTACHMENT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This application is a continuation-in-part of applica 

tion, Ser. No. 059,676, filed July 23, 1979, and now 
abandoned. 
The invention generally relates to hair grooming 

devices. More particularly, the invention relates to cur 
ling irons and hair grooming devices usable in combina 
tion with curling irons. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Curling irons are widely used to curl or otherwise 

style hair. To facilitate the use of curling irons in creat 
ing particular hair styles, curling irons typically include 
integral hair grooming assemblies such as hair clamping 
members which are used in forming small or "tight' 
curls or brushes which are used in forming large or 
"loose' curls and waves. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention provides a hair grooming attachment 
for a curling iron having a handle and a heating element 
which extends from the handle. The attachment gener 
ally comprises a main body portion having an inner 
diameter which permits sliding attachment of the main 
body portion upon the heating element. The main body 
portion includes a first end having an inner diameter at 
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least equal to the inner diameter of the main body por- . 
tion to thereby accommodate the sliding attachment of 
the main body portion upon the heating element 
through the first end. The main body portion also in 
cludes an oppositely spaced second end which has an 
inner diameter less than the inner diameter of the main 
body portion to prevent sliding attachment of the main 
body portion on the heating element beyond the second 
end. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the hair groom 
ing attachment includes fastening means engagable with 
the heating element and the second end of the main 
body portion for securing the second end of the main 
portion between the fastening means and the heating 
element. The entire grooming attachment can be 
thereby removably secured to the heating element dur 
ing use. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the curling iron 
includes means which defines a plurality of generally 
arcuately spaced grooves extending longitudinally on 
the outer peripheral surface of the heating element. The 
outer peripheral surface of the heating element has a 
first diameter, and the grooves have inner peripheral 
surfaces concentric with the outer peripheral surface 
and having a second diameter less than the first diame 
ter. In this embodiment, the hair grooming attachment 
comprises an annular frame including a plurality of 
arcuately spaced support bars which are slidably en 
gaged in the grooves. More particularly, the arcuately 
spaced support bars have an outer diameter which is 
generally equal to the first diameter and an inner diame 
ter which is generally equal to the second diameter. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the annular 
frame includes a first frame end having an inner diame 
ter at least equal to the first diameter to accommodate 
the sliding engagement of the support bars in the 
grooves through the first frame end, as well as an oppo 
sitely spaced second frame end having an inner diame 
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2 
ter less than the first diameter to prevent the sliding 
engagement of the support members in the grooves 
beyond the second frame end and to thereby provide an 
abutting engagement between the second frame end and 
the outer end of the heating element. In this embodi 
ment, the length of the annular frame is less than the 
length of the heating element, and the abutment be 
tween the second frame end and the outer end of the 
heating element maintains the first frame end in a spaced 
relationship from the handle end of the heating element 
to permit heat expansion of the annular frame during 
operation of the curling iron. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the hair groom 
ing attachment includes a hair clamping member which 
is pivotally attached on the annular frame and which is 
slidingly engaged on the heating element in common 
with the annular frame. The hair clamping member 
permits use of the curling iron to make small or "tight' 
curls. 

In an alternate embodiment, a plurality of generally 
spaced bristles project outwardly from the annular 
frame and collectively form a brush which permits use 
of the curling iron to make large or "loose" curls. The 
brush, like the just described hair clamping member, is 
slidingly engaged on the heating element in common 
with the annular frame. Thus, the hair grooming attach 
ment having the brush is freely interchangeable with 
the hair grooming attachment having the hair clamp, 
and a single curling iron can be used to form both large 
and small curls. 
The invention also provides a hair curling iron com 

prising a handle, an elongated heating element attached 
to said handle and having an outer surface, a first end 
adjacent to said handle and a second end spaced out 
wardly from said handle, means defining a plurality of 
generally arcuately spaced grooves extending longitu 
dinally on the outer surface of the heating element be 
tween the first end and the second end and being axially 
opened at the second end, a removable sleeve slidable 
on the heating element having an inner surface and an 
outer surface and including at least one tab on the inner 
surface of the sleeve in the grooves, and removable hair 
grooming means slidable on the sleeve. 
The invention also provides a hair curling iron com 

prising a handle, an elongated heating element attached 
to the handle and having a first end adjacent to the 
handle and a second end spaced outwardly from the 
handle. The second end includes an opening therein 
coaxial with the longitudinal axis of the elongated heat 
ing element. An end member is releasably attached to 
the second end of the heating element, and the end 
member comprises a body member with an end. A gen 
erally ball-shaped member is attached to the end and 
receivable in the opening in the heating element. The 
ball member has a diameter greater than the diameter of 
the opening, and the ball member includes a slot coaxial 
with the body member to permit the ball member to 
compress in the opening. 
One of the principal features of the invention is an 

attachment for the heating element of a curling iron, 
which attachment allows interchangeable connection 
with a single curling iron. 
Other features and advantages of the embodiments of 

the invention will become known by reference to the 
following general description, claims, and the drawings. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a hair grooming attachment having bristles 
forming a brush and which is slidably engaged upon the 
heating element of a curling iron; 

FIG. 2 is a hair grooming attachment having a pivot 
ally attached hair clamping member and which is slid 
ably engaged upon the heating element of a curling iron 
and interchangeable on the heating element with the 
brush attachment shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a curling iron and a 

hair grooming attachment which is slidably engagable 
thereon; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the grooming attach 

ment taken generally along line 4-4 in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of the groom 

ing attachment and the related fastening means taken 
generally along lines 5-5 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is a view taken generally along line 6-6 in 

FIG. 5 with certain parts shown in section and certain 
parts show in full lines. 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the grooming attach 

ment taken generally along line 7-7 in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 8 is an exploded view of a curling iron, a hair 

grooming attachment which is slidably engagable 
thereon and fastening means. 
FIG. 9 is a fragmentary sectional view of a heating 

element and end member. 
FIG. 10 is a fragmentary sectional view of a heating 

element, hair grooming attachment and a fastening 
nean.S. 

FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view of the heating ele 
ment and hair grooming attachment shown in FIG. 8. 
FIG. 12 is a fragmental view taken generally along 

line 12-12 in FIG. 1 with certain parts shown in sec 
tion and certain parts shown in full lines. 

Before explaining the embodiments of the invention 
in detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited in its application to the details of construction 
and the arrangement of components set forth in the 
following description and as illustrated in the drawings. 
The invention is capable of other embodiments and of 
being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also, it 
is to be understood that the phraseology and terminol 
ogy used herein for the purpose of description should 
not be regarded as limiting. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Shown in the drawings is a hair grooming attachment 
10 and its use in connection with a curling iron 12. The 
curling iron 12 generally includes a handle 14 and a 
heating element 16 extending from the handle 14 (as is 
best shown in FIG. 3). The element 16 is electrically 
operated to radiate heat, and the grooming attachment 
10 generally serves to facilitate the use of the radiated 
heat to curi or otherwise style the operator's hair. 

Referring first principally to FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, the 
attachement 10 generally includes a main body portion 
18 which has a inner diameter sufficient to permit slid 
ing attachment of the main body portion 18 upon the 
heating element 16. The main body portion 18 includes 
a first end 20 which has an inner diameter at least equal 
to the inner diameter of the main body portion 18 and an 
oppositely spaced end 22 which has an inner diameter 
less than the inner diameter of the main body portion 18. 
By virtue of this construction, the first end 20 accom 
modates the sliding attachment of the main body por 
tion 18 upon the heating element 16, while the second 
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4 
end 22 does not. Thus, sliding attachment of the main 
body portion 18 upon the heating element 16 is permit 
ted only through the first end 20 (as shown in FIG. 3), 
and the sliding attachment thereafter progresses until 
the second end 22 of the main body portion 18 reaches 
the outer end 24 of the heating element 16 (as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2). The difference in diameters between the 
second end 22 and the outer end 24 (see FIGS. 1 and 5) 
blocks further sliding attachment of the main body 
portion 18 beyond the second end 22. 
As is best shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, fastening means 

26 is engagable with the heating element 16 and the 
second end 22 of the main body portion 18 to secure the 
second end 22 between the fastening means 26 and the 
heating element 16 and thereby hold the grooming at 
tachment 10 in place upon the heating element 16. 

It should be appreciated that the hair grooming at 
tachment 10 as just generally described is broadly appli 
cable for use in combination with curling irons of vari 
ous constructions, and the particular construction of the 
attachment 10 may be varied according to the design of 
the associated curling iron as well as the particular hair 
curling or styling function sought to be accomplished. 

In the illustrated embodiment (as best shown in FIG. 
3), the curling iron 12 includes a plurality of arcuately 
spaced grooves 28 extending longitudinally along the 
outer peripheral surface 32 of the heating element 16 
between the handle end 30 of the element 16 and the 
outer end 24 thereof. As can best be seen in FIG. 7, the 
outer peripheral surface 32 of the heating element 16 
has a first diameter d1, and the arcuately spaced 
grooves 28 have inner peripheral surfaces 34 concentric 
with the outer peripheral surface 32 of the element 16 
and having a second diameter d2 which is less than the 
first diameter d1. It should be appreciated that the spe 
cific shape of the grooves 28 may be varied from that 
shown in the drawings. For example, the grooves 28 
may take the form of a dovetail as well as any square, 
rectangular, or arcuate indentation formed in the Outer 
peripheral surface 32 of the heating element 16. 

In this embodiment, the main body portion 18 of the 
grooming attachment 10 forms an annular frame or cage 
(see FIG. 3) which includes a plurality of arcuately 
spaced support bars 36. While the frame 18 may be 
constructed of various materials, it is preferably made of 
heat resistant plastic. 
The number of support bars 36 is equal in number and 

spacing to fit the grooves 28. The frame 18 bars have an 
outer diameter (see FIG. 7) generally equal to the first 
mentioned diameter d1 of the outer peripheral surface 
32 of the heating element 16 and an inner diameter 
generally equal to the second mentioned diameter d2 of 
the inner peripheral surface 34 of the grooves 28. 
By virtue of these generally matched inner and outer 

diameters of the heating element 16 and support bars 36, 
and as can be seen in FIGS. 6 and 7, the annular frame 
18 slidingly engages the grooves 28. Furthermore, the 
outer peripheral surface 40 of the support bars 36 is 
generally flush with the outer peripheral surface 32 of 
the heating element 16, thereby enhancing the transfer 
of the heat between the element 16 and the hair of a 
user. The outer peripheral surface 40 of the support bars 
36 may be smooth, as is shown in the drawings, or it 
may be roughened or serrated to facilitate the holding 
of hair against the annular frame 18. 

In this embodiment, the first end 20 of the annular 
frame 18 takes the form of a first annular member 42, 
also preferably made of heat resistant plastic, attached 
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to the annular frame 18. Preferably the first annular 
member 42 is molded directly to the annular frame 18, 
but the first annular member 42 may also be attached by 
glue (as is generally shown in FIG. 2) or by a plurality 
of pins 44 (as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3) which extend 
through the first annular member 42 into the support 
bars 36. As is best shown in FIG. 4, the first annular 
member 42 has an inner diameter at least equal to the 
first mentioned diameter d1 of the outer peripheral 
surface 32 of the heating element 16 and forms a collar 
which commonly encircles the flush outer peripheral 
surfaces 32 and 40 of the heating element 16 and support 
bars 36. 
The second end 22 of the annular frame 18 takes the 

form of a second annular member 46, also perferably 
made of heat resistant plastic, attached to the annular 
frame 18. Like the first annular member 42, the second 
annular member 46 is preferably molded directly to the 
annular frame 18, but it may also be attached by glue or 
a plurality of screws 48 extending into the support bars 
36 (see FIGS. 5 and 6). As is best shown in FIG. 5, the 
second annular member 46 has an inner diameter which 
is less than the first mentioned diameter d1 of the outer 
peripheral surface 32 of the heating element 16 and an 
outer diameter generally equal to the first mentioned 
diameter d1 so that the second annular member 46 takes 
the form of a ring fastened in registry upon the frame 18. 

Thus, as heretofore generally described, the first an 
nular member 42 accommodates the sliding engagement 
of the support bars 36 within the grooves 28, whereas 
the second annular member 46 does not. The sliding 
engagement between the support bars 36 and the 
grooves 28 proceeds through the first annular member 
42 until abutting engagement between the second annu 
lar member 46 and the outer end 24 of the heating ele 
ment 15 occurs (as shown in FIGS. 1 and 5). 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the length of the annular 

frame 18 is less than the length of the heating element 16 
so that, when abutment between the second annular 
member 46 and the outer end 24 of the heating element 
16 occurs, the first annular member 42 is located in a 
spaced relationship from the handle end 30 of the heat 
ing element 16. By virtue of this construction, heat 
expansion of the frame 18 is permitted during operation 
of the curling iron 12. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 3, 5 and 6, the 
heating element 16 has an internally threaded hole 50 
centrally formed in its outer end 24. The fastening 
means 26 takes the form of a plug-shaped member 52 
having an outer diameter generally equal to the outer 
diameter d1 of the heating element 16 and preferably 
made of a heat resistant material such as plastic or rub 
ber. The plug member 52 includes an underbody por 
tion 54 and an externally threaded pin 56 projecting 
downwardly from the center of the underbody portion 
54. Rotation of the plug member 52 causes the pin 56 to 
threadably engage the hole 50, and the second annular 
member 46 is thereby sandwiched between the under 
body surface 54 of the plug member 52 and the outer 
end 24 of the heating element 16. Movement of the 
annular frame 18 axially along the heating element 16 is 
thereby prevented. Also, by virtue of the engagement 
between the grooves 28 and the support bars 36, rota 
tion of the grooming attachment upon the heating ele 
ment 16 is likewise prevented. 

It should be appreciated that the plug member 52 may 
be alternatively molded directly to the second annular 
member 46 to provide a heat resistant gripping surface 
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6 
to facilitate attachment and removal of the annular 
frame 18 upon the heating element 16. In this embodi 
ment, the unitary annular frame 18 and plug member 52 
may be held in place upon the heating element 16 by 
means of friction or by another suitable fastening mech 
anism, such as a spring-detent assembly (not shown). 
AS before mentioned, the particular structure of the 

hair grooming attachment 10 as just described may be 
varied to accommodate the particular curling or styling 
function desired. Just as there are numerous hair styles, 
there are numerous structural variations of the groom 
ing attachment 10 which are possible. Two such varia 
tions are shown. 

Referring to the first variation which is best shown in 
FIGS. 2, 4 and 7, attachment 10 includes a hair clamp 
ing member 58 which is pivotally attached on the annu 
lar frame 18 for movement between a first position 
(shown in solid lines in FIG. 2) angle from the annular 
frame 18 and a second position (shown in phantom lines 
FIG. 2) in which the hair clamping member 58 is lo 
cated closely adjacent to the annular frame 18. While 
the pivot point may be variously located, in the illus 
trated embodiment, the first annular ring 42 includes a 
pair of outwardly projecting shoulders 68 (as best 
shown in FIG. 4) upon which the hair clamping mem 
ber 58 is pivotally attached. The hair clamping member 
58, which may be of either plastic or metal unitary 
construction, includes an outwardly projecting arm 60 
extending over the handle 14 of the curling iron 12 so 
that the operator may easily control the pivotal move 
ment of the clamping member 58 simultaneously with 
operation of the curling iron 12. Preferably, as is shown 
in FIG. 2, the outer tip of the clamping member 58 
extends beyond the outer end 24 of the heating element 
16 and over the heat resistant plug member 52, so that 
the operator is able to hold the outer tip of the clamping 
member 58 against the plug member 52 to maintain the 
clamping member 52 in its second position. The clamp 
ing member 58 also includes a generally concave clamp 
ing surface 62 which fits in registry with the flush outer 
peripheral surfaces 32 and 40 of the heating element 16 
and support bars 36 when the clamping member 58 is in 
its second position. The operator is thus able to hold his 
or her hair in place between the concave clamping 
surface 62 and the outer peripheral surfaces 32 and 40 
during the application of heat. Such use of the hair 
clamping member 58 facilitates the forming of small or 
"tight' curls. 

Referring next to the second variation which is best 
shown in FIGS. 1, 5, and 6, the annular frame 18 in 
cludes a plurality of generally spaced outwardly pro 
jecting bristles 64. The bristles 64 are generally longitu 
dinally spaced along each of the support bars 36 and 
collectively form a brush 66. Use of the brush 66 in 
combination with the curling iron 12 facilitates the 
making of large "loose' curls or waves. 

In another embodiment shown in FIGS. 8 and 10, 
fastening means 70 is provided which is capable of being 
snapped on and off the second or outer end 24 of the 
heating element 16. The fastening means 70 comprises a 
hollow, elongated body 72 including a generally ball 
shaped member or ball 74 attached to an end 76 of the 
elongated body 72 by a neck 77. 
To permit the attachment of the fastening means 70 to 

the heating element 16, the second end 24 of the heating 
element 16 includes an opening 80 to receive and hold 
the ball-shaped member 74. The opening 80 is coaxial 
with the longitudinal axis of the heating element 16. In 
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the preferred embodiment, the heating element is made 
from hollow-extruded aluminum and a plug 82 is in 
serted into the second end 24 to form the opening 80. 
To permit the ball 74 to snap in and out of the open 

ing 80, the diameter of the ball 74 is larger than the 
diameter of the opening 80, and the ball 74 and neck 77 
include a slot 78 which is coaxial with the longitudinal 
axis of the elongated body 28. As a result, when the ball 
74 passes into or through the opening 80, the ball 74 is 
compressed inwardly by the opening 80. After the ball 
74 passes through the opening 80, the ball 74 resumes its 
uncompressed contour and holds the fastening means 70 
on the second end 24 of the heating element 16, until the 
ball 74 is forceably removed. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10, the fasten 
ing means 70 is used to secure a sleeve 90, as hereafter 
described, on the heating element 16. The fastening 
means 70 does not secure a grooming attachment on the 
sleeve 90 in this embodiment, although it can in other 
embodiments. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9, a fastening 
means 71 is provided which is identical to fastening 
means 70, except the transverse diameter of the hollow 
body 72 is generally equal to the diameter d1 of the 
outer surface 32 of the heating element 16. 

In addition to the snap on and off feature, the fasten 
ing means 70 and 71 provide a cool tip which, when 
grasped by the curling iron operator, remains stationary 
while the heating element 16 is rotated to curl hair on 
the curling iron. 

In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS. 8, 10, 
and 11, means is provided for creating a large diameter 
heating element for use in forming large or "loose' 
curls and waves. The larger diameter heating element 
results from a sleeve 90 which slides over the heating 
element 16. The sleeve 90 includes an inner surface 92 
and an outer surface 94. 
The sleeve 90 has an inner diameter which is gener 

ally equal to the outer diameter d1 of the heating ele 
ment 16. By virtue of these generally matched diame 
ters, the sleeve 90 slides over the heating element 16, 
and the sleeve's inner surface 92 is flush with the outer 
surface 32 of the heating element 16, thus insuring good 
heat transfer between the heating element 16 and the 
sleeve 90. The sleeve 90, like the heating element 16, is 
made of a high heat transmissible material, such as alu 
minum. 
The sleeve's inner surface 92 includes a pair of op 

posed tabs 96 received in corresponding grooves 28 on 
the outer surface 32 of the heating element 16. The tabs 
96 thus received in the grooves 28 insure the sleeve 90 
will not rotate relative to the heating element 16. 
The outer surface 94 of the sleeve includes longitudi 

nally extending grooves 98, which in the illustrated 
embodiment, are generally dovetail in shape (see FIG. 
11) although other shapes can be used. The grooves 98 
provide means, similar to the grooves 28 on the outer 
surface 32 of the heating element 16, of attaching a 
grooming attachment to the curling iron. In this em 
bodiment, the grooming attachment comprises a plural 
ity of individual support bars 102 engageable in each of 
grooves 98 on the sleeve's outer surface 94. The support 
bars 102 include a plurality of longitudinally spaced 
teeth 104 so that, when the bars 102 are located in the 
grooves 98 on the sleeve's outer surface 94, the teeth 
104 extend radially outwardly from the sleeve 90. When 
the sleeve's grooves 98 and the heating element's 
grooves 28 have the same configuration, the support 
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8 
bars 102 can be used with the heating element 16 or 
with the combination heating element 16 and sleeve 90. 
Thus the same grooming attachment can be used to 
form small curls or waves with the heating element 16 
or large curls and waves with the combination of the 
heating element 16 and sleeve 90. 

It should now be apparent that through the inter 
changeable use of the illustrated variations of the hair 
grooming attachments just described, a single curling 
iron is operable for creating a variety of hair curls and 
styles. 

Various of the features of the invention are set forth 
in the claims. 

I claim: 
1. A hair grooming attachment assembly for a curling 

iron having a handle and a heating element extending 
from the handle, said attachment assembly comprising a 
tubular elongated main body portion having an inner 
diameter permitting sliding attachment of said main 
body portion upon the heating element of a curling iron, 
said main body portion also including a first end having 
an inner diameter at least equal to said inner diameter of 
said main body portion to accommodate the sliding 
attachment of said main body portion upon the heating 
element through said first end, a second end oppositely 
spaced from said first end and having an inner diameter 
less than said inner diameter of said main body portion, 
and an annular plurality of arcuately spaced support 
bars extending between said first and second ends, and 
hair grooming means on said main body portion, and 
fastening means engageable with the heating element 
and said second end of said main body portion for secur 
ing said second end of said main body portion between 
said fastening means and the heating element. 

2. A hair grooming attachment assembly according to 
claim 1 wherein the distance between said first end and 
said second end of said main body portion is less than 
the distance which the heating element extends from the 
handle of the curling iron. 

3. A hair grooming attachment assembly according to 
claim 1 wherein said grooming means comprises a hair 
clamping member pivotally attached on said main body 
portion for movement between a first position in which 
said hair clamping member extends at an angle from 
said main body portion and a second position in which 
said hair clamping member is closely adjacent to said 
main body portion. 

4. A hair grooming attachment assembly according to 
claim 1 wherein said hair grooming means comprises a 
plurality of generally spaced bristles projecting out 
wardly from said main body portion and collectively 
forming a brush. - 

5. A hair curling iron comprising a handle, an elon 
gated heating element attached to said handle and hav 
ing an outer peripheral surface and a first end adjacent 
to said handle and a second end projecting outwardly 
from said handle, means for defining a plurality of gen 
erally arcuately spaced grooves extending longitudi 
nally on said outer peripheral surface of said heating 
element between said first end and said second end, and 
being axially open at said second end, and a separable 
hair grooming attachment slideably removable on said 
heating element, said attachment comprising an annular 
frame including a plurality of arcuately spaced, longitu 
dinally extending, support bars slidingly engaged in said 
grooves, and hair grooming means on said frame. 

6. A curling iron according to claim 5 wherein said 
heating element is cylindrical and said outer peripheral 
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surface of said heating element has a first diameter, 
wherein said grooves have inner peripheral surfaces 
concentric with said outer peripheral surface and hav 
ing a second diameter less than said first diameter, and 
wherein said arcuately spaced support bars have an 
outer diameter generally equal to said first diameter and 
an inner diameter generally equal to said second diame 
te. 

7. A curling iron according to claim 6 wherein said 
annular frame includes a first frame end having an inner 
diameter at least equal to said first diameter to accom 
modate the sliding engagement of said support bars in 
said grooves through said first frame end and an oppo 
sitely spaced second frame end having an inner diame 
ter less than said first diameter to prevent the sliding 
engagement of said support members in said grooves 
beyond said second frame end and to thereby provide 
an abutting engagement between said second end of said 
heating element and said second frame end. 

8. A curling iron according to claim 7 wherein the 
abutment between said second frame end and said sec 
ond end of said heating element maintains said first 
frame end in a spaced relationship from said first end of 
said heating element. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

10 
9. A curling iron according to claim 8 and further 

including fastening means attachable said second end of 
said heating element and engagable with said second 
frame end for securing said annular frame upon said 
heating element. 

10. A curling iron according to claim 9 wherein said 
heating element has a hole formed in its second end, 
wherein said fastening means includes a fastener thread 
ably engagable in said hole, and wherein, when said 
fastener is threadably engaged in said hole, said second 
frame end is located between said fastener and said 
second end of said heating element. 

11. A curling iron according to claim 5 wherein said 
hair grooming attachment includes a plurality of bristles 
generally longitudinally spaced along each of said sup 
port bars and collectively forming a brush. 

12. A hair curling iron according to claim 5 wherein 
said grooming means comprises a hair clamping mem 
ber pivotally attached on said frame for movement 
between a first position in which said frame for move 
ment between a first position in frame and second posi 
tion in which said hair clamping member is closely 
adjacent to said frame. 
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