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This invention relates to a shoe holder and 
an object is the provision of a device of this 
character which is compact and light instruc 
ture, economical to manufacture, and durable 

5 in use. A further object is to provide a shoe 
holder having shoe receiving pockets of spe 
cial formation, which serve to retain shoes 
in their original shape, and thus restore, the 
shoes to their proper shapes between periods 

10 of wearing. A further object is the provision 
of a shoeholder which may be conveniently 
folded into compact form for traveling or 
packing when not in use. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 

l6 The invention consists in the combinations 
and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawing 
20 forming a part of this specification, and in 

which: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the 

preferred embodiment of the invention in 
folded position; 

25 Fig. 2 is an enlarged elevational view in 
operative position, with one of the shoe 
pockets cut away; 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the device 
taken substantially on the line 3-3 of Fig. 

30 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken 

substantially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
As illustrated in the drawing, the preferred 

embodiment of the device comprises a back 
8 ing member 6 which, as shown in Fig. 4, is preferably composed of two flat pieces and 

8. These pieces may consist of any suitable 
material, but preferably are formed of card 
board or an equivalent material which is 

40 slightly resilient. By providing two backing 
pieces 7 and 8, a fabric or textile covering 
9 for the backing piece 7 may be folded over 
the bottom and side edges as shown before 
stitching, and correspondingly a textile or 

4 fabric covering 10 is applied to the back 
piece or member 8. In the preferred struc 
ture shown, the coverings 9 and 10 are com 
posed of a single piece of material with a 
transverse loop 11 formed across the upper 

50 edge of the backer for the reception of the 

transverse portion of a wire holder 12 pro 
yided with a hook 13 for conveniently hang 
ing the article on a pole 14 or elsewhere. 
The backer is stitched transversely to form 
the loop 11 and then the side and bottom 
edges are stitched to secure the pieces 7 and 
8 and the covering material together to com 
lete the backer and hanger. Before the 

55 

packer is assembled in this manner, however, 
a plurality of shoe pockets 15, 16, 17 and 18 
are stitched through the covering material, 
and the adjacent pieces 7 and 8 of the respec 
tive sides of the backer. 
As shown, the pockets, which are prefer 

ably stitched so as to conceal the stitching, 
are formed in contour or outline to corre 
spond with the shoe to be received. Thus 
pocket, 15 shown in Fig. 2, is intended to re 
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eeive the shoe of a right foot, pocket 16 the 
shoe of a left foot, pocket 18 which is oppo 
site pocket 16, the shoe of a right foot, and 
pocket 7 opposite poeket 15, the shoe of a 
left foot. . . . 
Also, as shown, the lower end 19 of each 

pocket is open so as to prevent the collect 
tion or deposit of dirt in the pockets, and 
each poeket is tapered downwardly not only 
to conform to the general outline of the shoe, 
but to cause the toe portion 20 of a shoe as 
shown in Fig. 4, to be straightened in such 
manner that the sole of the shoe will lie sub 
stantially flat against the backer and thus 
tend to restore the shoe to its original flat 
shape with the toe portion straightened while 
the shoe is retained in the holder. The 
backer, as stated, is preferably composed of a 
slightly resilient material such as cardboard 
or the like, which contributes to the light 
ness and compactness of the device, and when 
using this character of backer, it is prefer 
able to dispose shoes on opposite sides of the 
backer, so that the tendency of the toe portion 
to bend the backer from vertical position will 
be equalized and the backer maintained in 
flat position. Thus, if but one pair of shoes 
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95. 
is inserted, it is preferable to insert a left 
shee on one side of the backer, and a right 
shoe in the pocket directly opposite. 

In general use, it has been found that but 
three sizes are necessary to accommodate all 00. 
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standard sizes of shoes, one size for children's 
shoes, one for ladies' shoes, and one for men's 
shoes. A flexible fabric or textile material 
for the pockets has been found especially 
desirable because of the flexibility and capac 
ity to properly straighten the shoe without 
injury as well as the property of being folded 
into compact form, as shown in Fig. 1. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred form of construction for carrying 

the sole held substantially flat against said 
backing body, and whereby the straightening 
effect on opposite sides of said backing body 
is equalized. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification. 
- IRA FINGERMAN. 

my invention into effect, this is capable of . 
variation and modification without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. I, there-- 
fore, do not wish to be limited to the precise 
details of construction set forth, but desire 
to avail myself of such variations and modi 
fications as come within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. . . . . . . . . 
Having described my invention, what E 

claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is : . . . . . . . . . . 

1. A shoeholder of the character described, 
comprising a backing member composed of a 
slightly resilient board, and a plurality of 
shoe receiving pockets secured to said backing 
member, said pockets being composed of 
flexible cloth fabric and formed to taper 
downwardly and opening at their lower ends, 
and said pockets being of sufficient length 
to engage the entire toe and instep portion 
of a shoe and press the toe portion against 
said backing member, whereby the toe por 
tion of a received shoe is straightened with 
the sole held substantially flat against said 
backing member. . . . . . . . . 

2. A shoe holder of the character described, comprising a backing body composed of a 
board, a plurality of shoe receiving pockets 
Secured to said backing body, said pockets 
being composed of flexible cloth fabric and 
formed to taper downwardly and opening at 
their lower ends, and said pockets being of 
sufficient length to engage the entire toe and 
instep portion of a shoe and press the toe 
portion against said backing member, where 
by the toe portion of a received shoe is 
straightened with the sole held substantially 
flat against said backing body, and a fabric 
covering on both sides of said backing body 
and being stitched to provide a transverse 
loop portion at the upper edge of the body 
for receiving a hanger. . . . . . . 

3. A shoe holder of the character described, comprising a backing body composed of 
board material, and a plurality of shoe re 
ceiving pockets secured in opposed abutting 
relation on said backing body on the op 
posite sides thereof, said pockets being corn 
posed of flexible cloth fabric and formed to 
taper downwardly and opening at their lower 
ends, and said pockets being of sufficent 
length to engage the entire toe and instep por 
tion of a shoe and press the toe portion 
against Said backing member, whereby the toe 
portion of a received shoe is straightened with 
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