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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A lounge chair or the like made entirely of plastic ma 

terial, the outer shell and the supporting base constituting 
the body of the chair consisting preferably of plastic ma 
terial of sufficient rigidity to support a person sitting 
therein, but preferably embodying that degree of yield 
ability for comfort and a seat portion of resiliently yield 
able elastic, depressable plastic material, flush with the 
shell, the chair normally simulating a solid cube, cylinder 
or other desirable solid geometric body. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Lounge chairs with comfortable soft seats are known in 
the art, but such chairs have in most cases a heavy frame 
work of wood or metal which supports the upholstery 
comprising springs, layers of cushioning material, etc. 
Chairs made of molded plastic material are also known 
in the art, but such chairs are either more or less rigid and 
stiff, or are composed of various component parts which 
still require supports and stiffeners. Furthermore, such a 
chair does not give the visual appearance of a solid block 
which lends itself for placement in any desired location 
of a room. It is intended by this invention to overcome all 
such problems by constructing a novel chair incorporating 
new and unobvious uses and applications of plastic prop 
erties. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention consists in such novel features, construc 

tion arrangements, combination of parts as may be shown 
and described in connection with the article herein dis 
closed by way of examples only and as illustrative of 
preferred embodiments. The invention overcomes some of 
the disadvantages of the prior art in furniture construction 
by using light-weight basic plastic material that offer two 
different properties conforming to various treatments. It 
also simplifies considerably the construction of such arti 
cles of furniture. Objects and advantages of the invention 
will be set forth in part hereafter and in part will be ob 
vious herefrom or may be learned by practicing the inven 
tion, the same being realized and attained by means of 
the instrumentalities and combinations pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
article of furniture, such as an arm chair or a lounge 
chair, which consists entirely of plastic materials and in 
visual appearance simulates a solid block which lends 
itself for placement in any desired location within a home, 
office, playroom or the like. 

Furthermore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a chair or like article of furniture which does not 
have any inner framework or supporting members in or 
for the body thereof, which is constructed of foam plas 
tics and which consists completely of an outer shell or 
body and a seating section, the shell or body being more 
firm, less flexible and resilient and more resistant to pres 
sure than the inner seating section embraced by the shell. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a chair adapted for use by adults and children, where 
in the outer shell is made completely of foam plastic which 
is somewhat flexible, yet has sufficient rigidity to support 
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a person when seated therein and the seating part is made 
completely of foam plastic which is sufficiently pliable and 
resiliently yieldable and springy to return to its normal 
State when the person arises from the chair; a main fea 
ture of the invention being that the shape and contour of 
the shell and the seating part are such that when the chair 
is unoccupied it gives the appearance of substantially a 
solid block. 

Yet, another object of the invention is to provide an ar 
ticle of manufacture which can be easily and economically 
produced. 

Various further and more specific purposes, features and 
advantages will clearly appear from the detailed descrip 
tion given below taken in connection with the accompany 
ing drawing which forms part of this specification and 
illustrates merely by way of examples embodiments of 
the device of the invention. In the following description 
and in the claims, parts will be identified by specific names 
for convenience, but such names are intended to be as 
generic in their application to similar parts as the art will 
permit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The drawing shows several figures in which like refer 
ence numerals denote like parts and in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates in isometric view a lounge chair ac 
cording to the invention, in the unoccupied condition; 

FIG. 2 shows in isometric view, but in a smaller scale, 
the lounge chair shown in FIG. 1, but with the inner, yield 
ing, resilient seating section partly compressed, a condi 
tion existing when a person sat thereon; 

FIG. 3 shows in isometric view another shape of lounge 
chair embodying the invention in a condition similar to 
FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 4 shows in isometric view a chair similar to FIG. 
3, but with the seating section comprising a plurality of 
like members. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now in more detail to the drawing illustrating 
as examples only preferred embodiments by which the 
invention may be realized, there is disclosed in FIGS. 1 
and 2 a lounge chair 10 of substantially cubic shape with 
open front 10a. The chair consists of an outer shell or 
body 11 which is preferably integrally molded or other 
wise fabricated together with the bottom or base 12 prefer 
ably constituted of a substantially light-weight resilient 
yieldable plastic material, such as polyurethane, polysty 
rene or like material. Such material has a very good re 
sistance against deflection and/or deformation and pro 
vides a substantially, relatively stiff, somewhat resilient or 
yieldable outer shell or body which obviously may be 
covered with a suitable fabric or may be left in its natural 
form and color. It is understood that shell or body 11 and 
bottom 12 may be made of any other suitable material. 
The interior of shell 11 is fitted with a block 13 which 
may be of the same or similar base material as shell 11, 
but which, however, is treated in a different manner or 
constituted of different composition so that it is an elastic 
foam plastic product with the inherent properties of soft 
ness, resiliency or springiness and yielding ability under 
weight which is adapted to provide a seat when sat upon. 
As seen in FIG. 1, block or seat 13 preferably fits the 
entire space within shell 11 substantially flush with the 
top 11a of shell 11. When so fitted, the entire chair con 
stitutes a cube substantially solid in normal appearance 
(FIG. 1). The entire seat disposed in shell 11 may be 
made of a stack or plurality of individual foam plastic 
cushions, although it is preferable to provide a seat or 
Cushion in a single or one piece block. It is understood that 
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such individual cushions also may be covered with any 
suitable fabric. 
FIGURE 2 diagrammatically shows the lounge chair 

with its depressed inner block 13 demonstrating the con 
dition thereof when a person sits in the chair. 

FIG. 3 shows as a further example, another shape of 
lounge chain in order to demonstrate the versatility of 
the invention. In this example the shell or body is molded 
or otherwise constructed such as to form a substantially 
cylindrical shape as indicated by the reference numeral 
14 with an open front 14a. The seating part preferably 
comprises a solid substantially cylindrical block 15 of 
suitable resiliently depressable foam material similar to 
block 13 or may comprise the stack of individual cushions 
15a. The complete chair constitutes a cylinder Substan 
tially solid in appearance. 

FIG. 4 diagrammatically shows the chair with the de 
pressed inner blocks 13a demonstrating the condition 
thereof when a person sits in the chair. 

Although polyurethane and polystyrene foams have 
been specifically mentioned it is understood that any other 
suitable elastic foam material taken from the group com 
prising polyethylene, styrene, vinyl, urethane foams, their 
polymers and copolymers, or combinations thereof or any 
other suitable foam material may be used in the manufac 
ture or construction of the chair. Where the Seating part 
is concerned, the selection of material will be such as to 
embody the proper cushioning effect embodying resilient 
ly depressability and yieldability. 

It is contemplated by this invention to include a chair 
having a shell or body made of foam plastic but of greater 
firmness, less flexibility and more resistant to pressure 
than the foam plastic inner seating part of the chair. 
Also the shell or body of the chair may be formed of 
material of sufficient rigidity to support a person sitting 
therein or may be formed of such material that will Sup 
port the body of the person yet give sufficiently to substan 
tially conform to that portion of the body in contact there 
with. 

Chairs according to the invention may be adopted for 
use by both adults and children. It is seen that such chairs 
embody novelty, utility and aesthetic appeal. They may 
embody in their normal condition any suitable geometric 
body such as a cube, solid rectangle, solid triangle, pyra 
mid or cylinder. 

It is further contemplated by this invention to include 
a chair or like furniture article having an outer shell with 
an opening adapted to permit a person to be seated there 
in; and a seat fitted in the shell and normally substantially 
flush with the top, sides, front and back thereof, the seat 
comprising resiliently yielding elastic foam plastic where 
by said combined shell and seat in normal condition pre 
sents the appearance of a solid block. 

5 

O 

30 

40 

50 

4. 
While the invention has been described and illustrated 

with respect to certain preferred examples which will give 
satisfactory results, it will be understood by those skilled 
in the art after understanding the principle of the inven 
tion, that various other changes and modifications may be 
made without departing from the Spirit and Scope of the 
invention and it is intended therefor in the appended 
claims to cover all such changes and modifications. 

Having thus described the invention what is claimed as 
new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. A chair or like article of body supporting furniture, 
comprising an outer shell having an opening adapted to 
permit a person to be seated therein, and a seat fitted 
in said shell and normally substantially flush with the top, 
sides, front and back thereof, said seat comprising re 
siliently yielding elastic foam plastic whereby said shell 
and said seat in normal condition presents the appearance 
of a solid block. 

2. A chair or like article according to claim 1, and 
wherein said shell comprises foam plastic more rigid than 
that of said seat. 

3. A chair or like article according to claim 1, and 
wherein said foam plastic is taken from the group con 
sisting of polyethylene, styrene, vinyl, urethane foams, 
their polymers and copolymers. 

4. A chair or like article according to claim 2 and 
wherein said outer shell and foam plastic seat are taken 
from the group consisting of polyethylene, styrene, vinyl, 
urethane foams, their polymers and copolymers. 

5. A chair or like article according to claim 1, and 
wherein said solid block is a solid rectangle. 

6. A chair or like article according to claim 1, and 
wherein said solid block is a cylinder. 

7. A chair or like article according to claim 1, and 
wherein said solid block is a solid triangle. 
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