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TICEKEER ATTACHMENT

Appiication filed July 13,

This invention relates to electrical tickers,
and more particularly to an attachment for
such ticlers which will support a length of
ticker tape as it emerges or issues from the
ticker and which will magnify the printing
on the tape so that it will be clearly visible
and readable to an observer. ’

An object of the invention is to provide
an attachment of the aforesaid character
which will be simple in construction, which
will be easy to manufacture, which will be
free from mechanical and electrical mecha-
nisms, and which will be attractive in ap-
pearance. _

Another object of the inventicn is to pro-
vide a ticker magnifier which can be handled
and sold as a separate unit, which can be
attached directly to any ticker without hav-
ing to make any alterations whatever, and
which can be clearly and comfortably viewed
by a group of people. :

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will become apparent from the fol-
lowing description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 shows a plan view of an embodiment
of my invention with parts broken away for
the purposes of clarity;

Fig. 2 illustrates an elevational view of a
ticker with an embodiment of my invention
attached thereto;

Fig. 8 is an end elevation of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 depicts an enlarged sectional view
taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a view somewhat similar to Fig.
4, but taken on the line 5—35 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 6 shows a plan view of my ticker
magnifier with a piece of ticker tape therein
and with parts broken away for purposes of
clarity. :

The reference character 1 designates the
body member or casing of my new attachment
which has a substantially U-shaped cross sec-
tion as may be clearly seen from Fig. 4.
The body may be made of any appropriate
material as one skilled in the art will readily
understand but it is herein depicted as being
made of wood. In the bottom of the inside
of the U-shaped body a tape-caryying por-
tion or member 2 is provided which is shown
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as having a substantially rectangular cross
section. The surface of this tape-carrying
portion may be finished off smooth in any
convenient manner so as to provide a surface
over which the ticker tape will slide very
easily. I prefer to apply to the surface of
the tape-carrying portion a so-called anti-

friction lubricant, such as a mixture of finely -

ground 'talcum and mica powder. By rub-
bing this powder into the wood a surface is
obtained which is slippery and which offers
practically no resistance to the passage of
ticker tape. ,
Seated above the tape-carrying member is
a strip of relatively thin plain glass 3 which

is transparent and free from optical defecis.

This strip of glass makes a frictional fit with

a seat 4 which is. formed on each side of the U~

above the tape-carrying portion. With this
construction the ticker tape is positively con-

- fined to the tape-carrying member and is

caused to flow or pass through the attachment
in a smooth manner. - In assembling my at-
tachment the strip of glass 8'is, of course, in-
serted therein by sliding the strip from one
end into the slide-way formed by the two
seats. The fit between the seats and the strip
of glass is preferably made snug so that fric-
tion will hold the glass in place without the
necessity of using cement, putty or the like.
Any appropriate bonding agent may be used,
if desired, to fix the glass in position.

At an appropriate distance above the tape-
carrying member a magnifying glass 5 of
suitable power is located. This glass like

the plain glass 3 is herein shown as being
supported in grooved seats 6 formed in the -

sides 7 of the U-shaped body 1, although any
other appropriate means of supporting glass
5 may be employed. The magnifying power
of glass b may, of course, vary, but I have
obtained satisfactory results by using a glass
which, when supported at about two inches
above the ticker tape, will give a magnifica-
tion of approximately two to three diameters,
1. e. the printing on the tape will appear as
if it is about two to three times its actual
size (see Fig. 6).

When a table, desk, counter or the like, at
which the readers of the ticker tape sit, is
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employed in conjunction with the ticker, I
prefer to shape the bottom of the U-shaped
body so that it can be placed upon the top of
the table, ete. The ticker tape is first thread-
ed through the tape-carrying member and
thereafter it passes automatically through
my new attachment under the impulses re-
ceived from the ticker. The person sitting
at or standing by the table can easily read
the printing on the tape with the greatest
facility and without the least effort or diffi-
culty, thus relieving the person of all the
strain usually attendant with holding the
ticker tape and reading the fine print thereon.

I have found that improved results can
be obtained by providing 4 base block 8 of
special construction for supporting the body
member 1. The base block 8 has a flat bottom
9 of sufficient width to give adequate stability
to the entire structure. The top of the base
block is hollowed out to form a concave seat
10 which is adapted to hold the U-shaped
body member 1 securely in place. It is pref-
erable to have the bottom 11 of the U-ghaped
body member formed to a shape which con-
forms to that of the concave seat 10. In
practice I prefer to make the curvature of
the bottom 11 and of the concave seat 10 that
of a circle. By giving the aforesaid parts a
circular curve, the body member fits snugly
and securely in the base block and, at the
same time, 1s capable of being tilted to one

side or the other through any angle desired .
‘by the reader.

In this way a person can
easily adjust the body member of my new
attachment to a position in which the person
can- readily read the ticker tape without
having to change his own posture or without
having to subject himself to any discomfort
whatever. )
When a base block of the type hereinabove
described is used, an anchoering arrangement
1s preferably incorporated in my attachment
unite the body member to the base block in
a positive manner. The anchoring arrange-
ment or means consists of a metal strip 12
which is countersunk and fastened by means
of a plurality of screws 18 in a depression 14
that is located above a clearance hole 15 in
the base block 8. This hole may be made at
any appropriate position in the upper surface
of the base block but, as herein illustrated, a
middle position is preferred. The metal strip
has a central slot 16 through which fastening
means, such as screw 17, projects. This screw
isinserted into slots 16 through hole 18 which
extends from clearance hole 15 to the bottom
9 of the base block and is screwed into the
wood.of the body member as shown in Fig. 4.
It will be observed that the head of screw 17
cannot pass through the slot 16, and, conse-
quently, the screw serves as an anchor to hold
the body in an adjustable relation to the base
block. ~ Slot 16 is made sufliciently wide, so as
to provide a clearance on each side of the
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stem of the screw and to permit movements
of the body member with relation to the base
block for purposes of adjustment.

In cases where the ticker is used by itself
and without a table or the like, I provide fas-
tening means which is secured directly to the
ticker for supporting my new attachment.
The fastening means herein illustrated is a

70

bracket denoted generally by the numeral 20. -

This bracket consists of ah arm 21 which 18
screwed directly to the side of a ticker by
means of a plurality of screws 22. Affixed
to arm 21 by means of thumb screw 23 is a
supporting member 24 which holds the ticker
magnifier. Any suitable means, such as a
plurality of screws 25, may be employed for
fastening my magnifier to the supporting
member. To afford an adjustment between
the supporting member 24 and the arm 21 a
slot 26 is provided in the arm. The thumb
screw can be moved up and down in the slot

or the supporting member with the ticker.

magnifier can be rotated through any suitable
angle to give a desired slope to the magnifier
by epening the thumb screw, making the
desired adjustment and then fastening the
thumb screw: to hold the parts securely in
place. In this manner my ticker magnifier
can be adjusted so as to fit any ticker even
though it may be different from the standard
ticker.

In cases where the inlet end 32 of the magni-
fier cannot be placed close enough to the tape
cutlet 33 of the ticker, I provide a guide 84
to bridge the gap between the inlet end 32
and the tape outlet 33 as shown in Fig. 2.
The guide 34 may be formed of a piece of
metal having its sides bent to form 2 slot into
which the tape can easily be placed and

through which the tape can easily pass, and 10

having one end bent to form a flange 35

which can be fastened to the end of the mag-

nifier in any customary way. By placing the
guide between the tape outlet and the inlet
end of the magnifier the tape is prevented
from sagging and forming a leop which will
not pass into the magnifier.

In preferred embodiments of the ticker
magnifier such as shown, a plate 27 is fas-
tened to each end of the magnifier by any
suitable means such as screws 28 or the like.
Tach plate is closed with the exception of
a rectangular hole 29 provided for the pas-
sage of the ticker tape so that the glasses
are held in their respective seats and the
interior of the magnifier is kept substantially
free from dust, foreign matter, etc. In some
instances, where it is desired to have quick
access to the interior of the ticker meagnifier
one of the screws can act as a pivot while
the other one is replaced with a thumb screw
and slot arrangement, as one skilled in the
art will readily understand.

The operation of my new ticker magnifier
is, of course, obvious, but it will suffice to state
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that the ticker tape as it comes from the
ticker is threaded into guide 34 and into
slot 29 in the plate adjacent to the guide.
After the ticker tape emerges from the ticker
it passes through the ticker-carrying member
of my magnifier under the influence of the
ticker propulsion until it issues from the
discharge end 31 of the ticker magnifier.
The discharged tape falls into the usual tape
basket (not shown) and accumulates there-
in. Readers of the ticker tape can stand at
either side of my magnifier and can read
the magnified printing on the tape as it
passes through the magnifier without the
least dificulty or strain on their eyes. When
a magnfier having a length of 18 inches
is used a reader can see; for example, the
quotations of about twenty stocks, whereas
if the reader held the tape in his hands in
the usual manner he could only see about
six. ‘With the old method only one person
or so could comfortably read the ticker tape
at the same time while with my new magnifier
a group of persons, say eight or ten, can
comfortably and easily read the tape at the
same time. Of course, when one of my mag-
nifiers, having a length of say four or five
feet, is used on a long table, many more
persons than eight or ten can read the mov-
ing tape. ;

It will be observed that further modifica-
tion of the embodiment herein illustrated and
described is within the purview of this in-
vention. For example, the sides of the U-
shaped body member may be extended up-
wardly and another magnifying glass may
be located above the magnifying glass shown
so as to magnify the printing on the tape
still further. In another case the magnify-
ing glass may be positioned with its cur-
vature running with the length of the mag-
nifier instead of transverse thereto as shown.
When the magnifying glass is so posi-
tioned it is preferred to use a plurality of
short pieces, say several inches long, to
fill the entire length of the magnifier. In
other instances I may make the body mem-
ber and base block from a piece of metal
rolled with the tape-carrying member and
the glass seats therein. Various other mod-
ifications in detailed arrangement of parts
of embodiments of the invention may be made
by those skilled in the art without depart-
ing from the invention as defined in the
claims. ‘

I claim:

1. A ticker magnifier comprising an elon-

gated U-shaped body member having a bot-
tom with a curvature approximating that
of a part of a cylinder, a base block having
a concave top curved to fit the cylindrical bot-
tom of the body member and adapted to sup-
port said body member in a tiltable manner, a
tape-carrying member formed in the inside
of said U-shaped body meinber and extend-
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ing from end to end thereof, a strip of plain
glass seated in a slot over said tape-carry-
ing member, and magnifying means mount-

“ed adjacent to the open end of said U-shaped

body member for magnifying ticker tape
located in said tape-carrying member.

2. A ticker magnifier comprising an elon-
gated U-shaped body member having a bot-
tom with a curvature approximating that of
a part of a cylinder, a base block having a
concave top curved to fit the cylindrical bot-
tom of the body member and adapted to sup-
port said body member in a tiltable manner,
anchoring means interposed between the con-
cave top of said base block and the curved
bottom of said body member for adjustably
uniting said body member in said base block,
a tape-carrying member formed in the inside
of said U-shaped body member and extend-
ing from end to end thereof, a strip of plain
glass seated in a slot over said tape-carrying
member, and magnifying means mounted
adjacent to open end of said U-shaped body
member for magnifying ticker tape located
in said tape-carrying member. '

3. The combination of a ticker with a ticker
magnifier consisting of an elongated U-shaped
body member made of wood, a tape-carrying
member incorporated within the said U-
shaped body member for carrying ticker
tape and extending from end to end there-
of, the exposed surfaces of said tape-carry-
ing member being treated with an anti-fric-
tion lubricant of powdered talcum and mica,
a strip of plain glass mounted over said
tape-carrying member for defining confined
ticker tape-carrying space,
means supported by the sides of the U-
shaped body member over the said plain
¢lass for magnifying the ticker tape located
in the said ticker-tape carrying member,
means for supporting said body member
from-a side of said ticker, and a guide se-
cured to the end of the body member ad-
jacent to the ticker for guiding the ticker
tape from the tape outlet of the ticker to
the tape-carrying member of the ticker mag-
nifier.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand. ,
WILLIAM A. ZWICKE.
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