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natural language processing on the text string to identify one or more terms
associated with an entity, an activity, or a location. The electronic device tags
the digital photograph with the one or more terms and their associated entity,
activity, or location.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. IXI Claims Nos.: 189 78
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

-

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

m No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 18, 78

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 5 PCT,
because the subject-matter of claims 18 and 78 refers to subject-matter
"(...) performing the natural language processing on the text string
further comprises accessing information obtained from one or more sensors
of the handheld electronic device for determining a meaning of one or
more of the terms [said terms identified during natural language
processing] (...)"

which is not disclosed in the application documents

in a manner sufficiently clear and complete for the invention to be
carried out by a person skilled in the art.

In particular, it is not at
all disclosed how the"information obtained from one or more sensors of
the handheld electronic device" is used to determine a meaning of one or
more of the terms (said terms identified during a respective natural
language processing step of respective parent claim 1 or 62).

The
present description and drawings merely recite the same wording of claims
18 and 78 and do not provide any examples, embodiments or explanations
enabling the skilled person to carry out the invention.

For essentially

the same reasons, the aforementioned claims are regarded as unclear and
not fully supported by the description, contrary to the requirements of
Article 6 PCT.

This lack of disclosure, clarity and support is to that
extent that no meaningful search of the aforementioned claims could be
carried out at all (Article 17(2) PCT), and no opinion is established
with regards to said claims.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-17, 23-25, 50-53, 62-77, 83-85

A method, a computer system, a non-transitory computer
readable storage medium, electronic devices, and an
information processing apparatus, comprising:

at an electronic device with a processor and memory storing
instructions for execution by the processor:

providing a digital photograph of a real-world scene;
providing a natural language text string corresponding to a
speech input associated with the digital photograph;
performing natural language processing on the text string to
identify one or more terms associated with an entity, an
activity, or a location; and

tagging the digital photograph with the one or more terms
and their associated entity, activity, or location.

The problem to be solved by this subject-matter appears to
be how to provide a method and apparatus for tagging photos
in an interactive and user friendly manner.

2. claims: 19-22, 26-40, 54-57, 79-82, 86-100

Methods, a computer system, a non-transitory computer
readable storage medium, electronic devices, and an
information processing apparatus, comprising:

at an electronic device with a processor and memory storing
instructions for execution by the processor:

obtaining a digital photograph of a real-world scene;
generating a fingerprint of the digital photograph;
identifying one or more reference fingerprints that
correspond to the fingerprint;

retrieving one or more tags associated with the reference
fingerprints, wherein at Teast one of the tags includes a
term and an associated entity, activity, or location; and
associating the one or more tags with the digital
photograph.

The problem to be solved by this subject-matter appears to
be how to provide a method and apparatus for tagging photos
in a full- or semi-automatic manner, leveraging the
properties/contents of the photos, and thus to reduce
interaction with the user.

3. claims: 41-49, 58-61, 101-104

A method, portable electronic devices, computer systems,
non-transitory computer readable storage media, and
information processing apparatuses, comprising:

at an electronic device with a processor and memory storing
instructions for execution by the processor:

providing a natural language text string corresponding to a
speech input;
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performing natural language processing on the text string,
the natural Tanguage processing comprising:

identifying a pronoun in the speech input; and

determining at least one name associated with the pronoun;
generating a search query including the at least one name;
identifying, from a collection of digital photographs, one
or more digital photographs associated with a tag containing
the at Teast one name; and

providing the one or more digital photographs to the user.
The problem to be solved by this subject-matter appears to
be how to provide a user-friendly method and apparatus for
searching/retrieving digital photographs.
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