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This invention relates to an a.nnula;r finish

- or trim strip or rail and to the method of fit-
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ting the same to a support such as vehicle

wheel rims, hubs and the like. .

The present vogue in motor vehicles de-
mands the application to the wheel rims, hubs
and the like, of a finish or trim strip or rail
usually of a contrasting color for the pur-
pose of imparting an ornamental appearance
thereto and to enhance generally the appear-
ance of the wheel, hub or the like. Asa gen-
eral rule it has been customary to make this
finish strip in the form of a complete annu-
lus and to thereafter secure the same to the
rim, hub or the like, either by means of an-
chorage means attached to the sﬁpporting sur-
face or by means of beads, grooves or the like
formed therein.

However, it has been found that in produc-

tion the diameter of vehicle wheel rims, for
instance, vary somewhat and likewise in pro-
duction the finished diameter of annular fin-

ish members of this type will also vary in
diameter so that much difficulty is experi-
enced in assembling the finish strip with the
rim or other supporting surface and in many
instances where the discrepancies in size are
too great it is impossible to attach the finish
strip.

It is, therefore, the primary object of this .

invention to provide a finish or trim strip or
rail of this character which may be quickly
and easily fitted to its supporting surface
such as a wheel rim, hub or other surface of
fixed dimensions. '

To this end the invention contemplates
forming the finish strip in the form of a split
ring member of slightly greater length than
the required finished size, whereupon the fin-
ish strip may be placed against the wheel rim
or other supporting surface and the eorrect
length or diameter accurately gauged, where-
upon the split ring member may be severed
to length. A '

The invention also contemplates a coun-
pling member readily engageable with the
ends of the split ring member whereby the
ends may be connected to form a complete
annulus which thereafter may be secured to

the supporting surface such as the wheel rim
in the customary manner,

The several objects, advantages and novel
details of construction of the invention will
become more apparent as this description
proceeds, especially when considered in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings
wherein, .

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a
vehicle wheel rim or the like, having at-
tached thereto a finished strip or trim rail
constructed in accordance with my invention ;

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view
takef substantially on the line 2—2 in Fig-

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary ele-
vational view of the connected ends to the
split ring member;

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially on the line indicated as 4—4 in Fig-
ure 3;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary cross sectional
perspective view through a vehicle rim show-
ing the manner in which the finish strip is
g:u%ed to obtain the correct diameter of the

nished annulus;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the ends
of the split ring member showing the cou-
pling element ready to be attached to the
ends of the split ring;

Figure 7 1s a view somewhat similar to
Figure 6 showing the coupling member asso-
ciated with one end of the split ring and just
prg)r to the joining of the two split ring ends,
an

Figure 8 is a fragmentary cross sectional

perspective view through a wheel rim show-
ing the end of a split ring finish strip of
sli%htly different form. -
y reference particularly to Figures 1 and
2 it will be noted that there is illustrated a
vehicle wheel rim 10 of the drop-center type
to which it is the present custom to attach in
any one of a various number of ways a finish
strip or trim rail 11, In the present illustra-
tion the trim strip 11 is shown as secured to
the rim -by

12 formed circumferentially of the rim.
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engaging the inner periphery -
thereof with the wall portion 10’ of the rim
-and engaging the outer peﬁl;iﬁhery with beads
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However, the finish strip 11 may be secured
to its supporting surface in any other pre-
ferred or desired manner, insofar as this
invention is concerned, as will become more
apparent as this description proceeds.

In accordance with this invention, I pro-
pose forming the finish strip or trim rail in
the form of a split ring which will be fur-
nished to the wheel rim manufacturer or
automobile manufacturer in diameters or
lengths slightly in excess of the desired fin-
ished diameter of the complete annular finish
strip. Thereafter, as illustrated in Figure 5,
the finish strip may be matched with the
wheel rim by placing the same in position and
permitting the ends A and B thereof to over-
lap. In this manner the proper diameter for
the finished annulus may be readily deter-

‘mined and may be marked as, for instance,

illustrated by the dotted line B”. Thereafter
the split ring can be removed from the rim
and the excess material between the line B’
and the adjacent end severed in any pre-
ferred or desired manner. At this time there
is produced a split ring of the desired diame-
ter for the complete annulus and of a size
which will accurately fit the rim against

which the split ring has been matched or-

measured. _

As will be obvious, the finish strip or trim
rail is of a substantial channel shape in cross
section .and as a consequence comprises re-
turn-bent edges 11’, the channel, when the
finish strip is applied, facing inwardly
against the opposed surface of the wheel rim.

In accordance with my invention I pro-
pose, after the split ring has been severed to
the proper diameter, to connect the ends by
means of a coupling member or element 13,
which in the simplest form of the invention,
is attachable with the opposed ends A and B

- of the finish strip by being inserted in the
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channels thereof. Thus, as shown in Figure
7, the coupling element 13 has been inserted

in the end A of the split ring member 11 and-

the end B of the split ring member, is about
to be engaged-with-the projecting end of the
coupling element so as to connect the ends of
the split ring and form the complete annulus.

Obviously, the coupling member, in this
form of the invention, will engage the oppo-
site ends of the split ring member tightly so
as to be secured thereto by friction and the
abutting ends of the split ring member match
one another sufficiently and abut so closely
that the joint formed by the abutting ends
is but slightly noticeable, particularly when
the finish strip is applied to its supporting
surface. '

Obviously, it falls within the scope of this
invention to provide other types of means
for coupling or uniting the ends of the split
ring member, the form herein specifically
illustrated, however, being a very simple
one which may be economically manufac-

1,855,022

tured and assembled. Obvioﬁsly, the cou- -
pling element may be permanently fixed to -

one end of the split ring member, the other
end being severed to obtain the proper diam-
eter and the two ends then united. -

It is also obvious as will be observed from
Figure 8 that finish strips or trim rails hav-
ing other cross sectional contours are capable
of use in connection with this invention. In
this form, the finish strip 14 instead of being
outwardly bowed as in the other figures of
the drawings, is bowed inwardly. Further-
more, it will be apparent that the finish
strips need not necessarily be channeled in
cross section, other means thereupon being
provided for connecting the coupling element
to the ends of the split ring member.

In view, therefore, of the obvious modifica-
tions which may be resorted to in connection
with this invention, reservation is made to
make such changes as may come within the
purview of the accompanying claims.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A ring-like finish strip comprising, a
split ring member, and a coupling member
engaging the opposed ends of said split ring
member to connect the same.

2. An annular finish strip or trim rail com-
prising, a split ring member, and a separate
coupling member engageable with the op-
posed ends of said split ring member to con-
nect the same to form a complete annulus.
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3. A ring-like finish strip or trim rail .

adapted for attachment to a vehicle wheel rim

comprising, a split ring member, and a cou-

pling member engaging the opposed ends of
said split ring member to connect the same
to form a complete annulus.

4."An annular finish strip of the class-de-
scribed comprising, a split ring member, and
a coupling element engaging the opposed
ends of the split ring member to unite the
same to form a complete annulus.

5. An ornamental finish ring for a vehicle
wheel rim comprising, a split ring member
of substantial channel cross section, and a
coupling member engaging the channel por-

‘tions of the opposed ends of said ring member

to connect the same to form a complete an-
nulus. L

6. An ornamental finish ring for a vehicle
rim comprising, a split ring member of sub-
stantial channel cross section at the ends
thereof, and a coupling member engaging the
said channel portions of the opposed ends
of said ring member to connect the same, the
said coupling member being concealed from
view when the said ends are connected and
the finish ring applied to the vehicle rim,
the said finish ring being capable of attach-
ment to the vehicle rim as a complete an-
nulus.” :

7. The method of attaching an annular

finish strip member to a supporting surface .

of fixed dimensions which consist in shap-
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ing the finish strip into a split ring of excess
diameter, severing the strip to length, and
uniting the ends of the split ring by a cou-
pling member to produce a complete annulus
of the desired diameter. _
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

"HOMER G. KELLOGG.




