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My invention relates to game boards and particularly
to a board or table on which a game similar to hockey
may be played.

One of the objects of my invention is to provide a
game board simulating a hockey field and on which a
ball, instead of a puck, is used. Another object is to
provide a device of this character in which a number
of players on each side or team may participate. Since
such a game board is of rather substantial size, a further
object is to provide one which is so designed that it may
be folded to make it more compact for storage purposes.

I accomplish these objects by the means described
below and illustrated in the accompanying drawing in
which-—

Fig. 1is a plan view of the board;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof with portions broken
away;

Fig. 3 is a section of Fig. 2 in the plane 3—3;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged section of Fig. 1 in the plane
4—4; and

Fig. 5 is an enlarged top plan view of a hockey stick
:and holder.

Referring to the drawings—

My board comprises an elongated, generally rectangu-
lar structure represented by the numeral 1, and having
2 playing field comprising two plane surfaces 2 and 3
which slope downwardly from the center of the field
towards the ends thereof. Thus, a ball placed on either
of these surfaces will roll toward the adjacent end of
the field. The particular slope and the particular dimen-
sions of the field are not too important but, if the over-
all length of the field is made say, about 8’, the width
about 235’ and the center of the field made about 4"
higher than the ends of the field, a very satisfactory
board will be produced.

In order to confine the ball to the field, there are
upstanding sides 4 and 5. At the center of each end
of the field is a goal, indicated at 6 and 7, which may
be formed of netting and which are closed on all sides
except those facing the field. Adjacent each end of the
field are upstanding walls 8, 9, 10 and 11, which are
inwardly inclined towards the goals so that a ball roll-
ing down either half of the field would antomatically
lodge in the adjacent goal.

To put the ball in play, T have provided a tee-like ele-
ment 12 (see Figs. 1 and 4) which is normally held
flush with the surface of the field by means of the com-
pression spring 13. In order to dislodge the ball, rep-
resented by the dot and dash outline 14 in Fig. 5, 1 have
provided a hand lever 15 having a shaft 16 at right
angles thereto which is suitably mounted in bearings
17 in the bottom of the field and which, at the other
end, is provided with a tee-striking element 18. Thus,
if the lever 15 be struck downwardly by a player, the
ball 14 will be tossed in the air and will roll towards
¢ither of the goals. In order to guard the goals, T have
provided on each side of the center of the field, a plu-
rality of longitudinally disposed sticks 19 which are
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cylindrical and rotatably mounted in bearings 20 on the
tops of the upstanding sides of the field. At léast one
of the bearings, in which each.of the sticks is n.lounted,
is preferably hinged, as best shown in Fig. 5, or is oth-er-
wise provided with some means for opening the bearing
so that the stick may be removed from the board. Each
of the sticks, except those immediately in front of !:he
goals, are provided with two, depending ball-striking
elements 21 which may be formed of sole leather or
other similar means. The sticks 19 immediately in front
of the goals have only one depending, ball-striking ele-
ment, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The sticks are sub-
stantially longer than the width of the table or field so
that, when one of the ball-striking elements thereon
is in contact with an upstanding side of the field, the
stick is of sufficient length so that it projects from the
other side of the field to form a grip for a player.

As illustrated, there are four sticks over each half of
the field so that the game may be played by four players
on each team, each of whom will handle a stick which
is both slidable and rotatable in the bearings.

When the ball is put in play by striking the lever 15,
the players try to intercept the ball by sliding and rotat-.
ing the sticks 19 so that the striking elements will con-
tact the ball and drive it towards their opponent’s goal.

While it is not absolutely necessary, I prefer to hinge
the half fields together at the center by hinges 22 secured
to the bottom thereof so that the half fields may be
folded downwardly together for storage purposes. I also
prefer to provide the board with hinged legs 23 at each
end thereof and which are provided with folding
braces 24.

While I have described my invention in its preferred
embodiment, it is to be understood that the words which
I have used are words of description rather than of
limitation and that changes, within the purview of the
appended claims, may be made without departing from
the true scope and spirit of my invention in its broader
aspects.

What I claim is:

1. A hockey game board comprising an elongated,
generally rectangular structure having a playing field
comprising two plane surfaces; means forming a centrally
disposed goal at each end of said field; upstanding sides
on said structure converging toward said goals from zones
adjacent thereto; a plurality of longitudinally spaced pairs
of oppositely disposed bearings on each side of the center
of said field carried by said upstanding sides and adapted
to receive cylindrical playing sticks both rotatable and
longitudinally slidable therein and having at least one
ball-hitting element thereon disposed over said playing
field; at least one of the bearings of each pair thereof
intermediate the center of said field and the pairs im-
mediately adjacent said goals having the upper half
thereof hingedly secured to the side wall carrying said
bearing; whereby the number of playing sticks available
for use during a game may be readily adjusted to con-
form to the number of players; and said plane surfaces
sloping downwardly from the center of said field to said
goals; whereby, a free ball on said field will roll into one
of said goals unless intercepted by a player guarding that
goal with one of said sticks.

2. A hockey game board comprising an elongated,
generally rectangular structure having a playing field com-
prising two, separate, plane-surfaced elements; means
forming a centrally disposed goal at each end of said field;
upstanding sides on said structure converging toward said
goals from zones adjacent thereto; a plurality of longi-
tudinally spaced pairs of oppositely disposed bearings on
each side of the center of said field carried by said up-
standing sides and adapted to receive cylindrical playing
sticks both rotatable and longitudinally slidable therein



and having at least one. hall-hitting- elément théréon dis-
posed over. said playing. field; and a hinge connecting
said plane-surfaced elements at the center of said field;
whereby the portions-of ‘said board on each side of the
cénter. thergof. may be folded . together for storage -pur-

poses; the upper half of at least one of each pair of said"
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bearings intermediate the center of said field and the pairs -

- immediately adjacent said. goals being’ hipéédly secured to -

. the-tops of said sidewalls; whereby, the number of playing
_sticks may be readily changed: to -conform. to the number
of players; and ‘said plane-surfaced elements sloping
downwardly from -the-center of .said field ‘toward said
goals; whereby, a free ball on said field will roll into
one ‘of said goals. unless -intercepted by a:player guard-

ing that goal with-one of said sticks..

3. The ‘structure set forth in claim 2 togethér with tee-
like means in the center of said field for initially sup: -
porting a ball thereon; and ‘manually operable means for.
dislodging a ball resting on said tee to put said ball in play.
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