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UNPTinD STATES
LLEWELLYN T. HATFIELD, OF

PATENT OFVICE.
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA.

SOCKET-SEAL FOR ELECTRIC LAMPS, &c.

No. 844,126. ¢,

To wll whom 7t may concern:

Be it known that I, Loeweroysy T, ITat-
FIELD, o citizen of the United States, residing
in Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento
and State of Calilcrnia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful huprovements in Sccket-
Seals for Electric Lamps or the Like, of which
the fullowing is a specification.

This invention relates to socket-seals for
electric lamps or the like.

It is greatdy to the advantage 1o both 1he

supply company and the consmner of au !

electric current to have a flat rale per month
or per week, and thus avaid the expense g
annoyance of meters; but one great difticudi v
in flat rate is thal ften consumers have
more seckets or places than they need or
really use and then, again, during thesuinm: ez
menths in some places and winter months in
others, few, if any, soekets are used.  Forin-
stance, a family will enly require hall, poreh,
and one or two other lights, and in «{fices, in
sumnier-tme, the hghts ave not used exeept
rarely and then for hut o short Gree: but in
self - protectiim companies supplying clee-
tricilty must charge for every sceket, for
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working order at g
safe.

Ttis the olsiect of 1y fwvention to over-
come the abjectiondo botluthe above metheds
by praviding o seenns By owlideh the sockets
niay be sealed aoadest ool se that persons
having s fat sate muy Cporrily cut cut
any puieber of lunps diving suy season of
the year withon fnjury fo 1 hnir Xt ures,

Other and forther objects will appear in
the Tellowing decorintion and will be more
particularly pointed cut dn the appended
cininge )

I the drawings, I
cne ombhodinrent ol v investion st tached to
axeeket to elore the sceket agsinst the inser-
ten o the bop-balb Fles 2 48w like view

sition shown in Bigl 1,

H Gisies and ds perfectly

i a ide view of

i
14
1

ot riehanglesicihio p
Figo 5 is o phi view of the embodiment
cxbown i Fioso Tand 20 Figs £ and 5 are

there are very many peaple who will ¢laing 1o

only use a @iven number, but will not ouly
use all, but will use higher-capacity fanps
than the la-up eomstituting the standard «f
charge, so this situation herct fore has been
et by cither removing the fixtures, which is
objectionable and expensive, or eharging for
all the sickets.  Further, it is often the caxe
that huildings with a large nuinber of lan ps,
where meters are used and no flat rate is in
existence, that perscns ave left in charee oy
considerable pericds of tine under ¢ondi-
tions that render it unnecessary 1o naintain
any considerable muenber of Tights, Tt
through carclessness, inadvertenee, or design
persens in eharge may use a larger momber £
lights than is necessary, and by use of seals
on all Jamps not necessary for {he persons so
oceupying the building any unnecessary use
can be prevented by the owner.  Thisisso in
large hotels, used cither for sumuier or winter,
as the case may he, and in any instanees it
is"profitable to cut out all of the electrie cur-
rent rather than take chances on hmprovi-
dent or unnccessary use; but by this methoed
the lighting appliances could be kept in good

& &
plu views o two other embodinents of my
mvention, tese also preventing the inser-
o of the ! b Tie 6 s a transverse see-
ton theouet any one of the embediments
shown i Figs 7 to 5. Fig. 7 is aside view of
asceket partdally broken away to show an
erebiodiment of wy fuventios pes

msertion of the plug, and ¥z 8 s a plan

view of the enabodivent shown in i, 7,
Beforving mose particnlaly o the draw-

ings, and to Fies 1 io 4, indientes the usual

sovket for elecitie Hahts or othey evirrent-con-
suping deviee having the waad contacts
within,  To prevent to these con-
tacts, Tehploy a bacrier i che ferm of a disk
2, having o projecticys fiting withia the
socket to prevent hiteral miovenent of the
disk and formed by stamping a concavo-con-
vex portion 2% from the dish itsell, the re-
maining portion of the disk abutting the rim
of the socket. The cmbodimeni shown in
Figs, 1 1o 3 is made of any kind of Hexible
metal and has o pair of arms 3 and 4 ex-
tending from opposiic sides of the disk, the
arm 3 being provided with o perforation 5
and the arm 4 having a pair of supplemental
arms 4 and 4* extending at right angles
thereto and provided with perforations 6,
The main arms are adapted to be bent upon
the sides of the socket, and the suppleniental
arms are bent arcund the socket at the upper

end and are secured to the mnain arn 3 by
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means of a wire 7, Leld by a seal 8, containing
distinctive murks,
preventing the remaval of the bartier exeept
upon the destruction of the seal.
bodiment shown in Fig. 4 is the same as that
shown i Figs 1 1o 3, except that the nisin
arm 4 iy bifuccated to ])mvu!« two supple-
mental arms 4% and 40, The anbuodiment
shown in Fig. 5 is to be made of paper, papier-
méché, or any material that will <how mjury
or destruction by removal. The arms i andd
4t will be provided with glue or other comen
titiocus material 9 and are to be pasied on the
side of the socketl to be removed by maoiston-
ing, which will expose the work.

For those who prefer to leave the lamps in

thus providing a means |

The e |

the sockets to retain the appearance of the
lamp the embodiment shown in Figs. 7 and &

is dev ised.
is of & size to it within the soeket
vided with radial slits 9% and a central perf
ration 10, Extending
eacll between a pair Tof slits) ave oxtensions
11. This form may be made of metal still
enough to permit the extensions 11 when

and is pro-

radially fram the disk, |

[n this embodiment the disk 2

844,126

oA aoaling deviee Jop oleetrie sockets for
preventing clecirical connection with the
coibants sadd sockers, comprising aclosure

el iticted m close the opun cend of the
socket noainst dndsaon of the contacting

deviee
soeket,

\u,:;zhm i hie MI‘HMUE(‘WF within the
aind toearns Tor seenrving the said elo-
sre i 4‘!() st elrdion o the socket and pre-
venling ihe retoval of wald closure exeept
flpnr; flt' dros e psmum of the device.

A seadingg doviee clee {!Wil! sockets
{‘OEHEL singe B prior iummd fo be atiached
by o noekel, to prevent alectoeal connection
with the socket-gontacts, and a seal seeuring
sadcd Barrior Lo the sockel
sealing deviee for electrical sockets
ing a barrier forned to be attached to
nosucket, te prevent ef '("t‘l‘i(‘nl conneetion
with

for

the soekel-contacts, and destiuetible
Ceans | seand Lorrier to the socket.
1A viee for electrical sockets
eonipr: vier copstracted to form a

bent at an angle to the disk to expand againgt |
P

the inner w alT

removal of the disk.  To remove this deviee,

a hooked or pointed tool is introduced into
Hmu ‘

the perforation 10, and the device is
pulled out.  In being pulled out it
to the radial slots, destroyed to siuch an e
tent that further use is hupossibie.  The

of the socket snd pmwnt the

l
R,

tensions do not interfere with the insertion of |

the plug of the famp or other device; but cur-
rent cannot be obtained, as the disk is either
covered with insulating material on the face
exposed to the inner rontact of the socket or
the disk is spaced from the said inner contaet,
This form may also be mude of papar, papi
miché, or aumlzu material, and jn this case

) S

the edges of the extensions 11 may be cummed
2 J el

to the inner wall.

ety d o engage Lhere-

with o posvion 0 wrevent introduction of
nrenns Ffor esg 11»hwnw“ 4-1‘(*11( al connection
with aoefin ¢ urel destructible

rosnid bn tis the socket.
cating devien for clectrieal sockets
X mm:m rorstincted to 1t within
provent b ging the conduc
TN jnw deviee Into elec-
oW the socket-contacts,
senns for secuving said first-
naned tnenns in posttion and preveniing the
senowval of dlie same except upon the de-
tion o The sealing teans,

6. A sm-iinsr cvice for electrical sockets
umxplh ing menns o it within the sceket to
provent W conneetion of 4 current-

F e h .
HBEEYEENSICH RS R

ol tricn

Dennenn :-‘;Em with bhe sovket-enntaets,
aind oot seanrine Dhe fivse-pamoed 1 ans in
plaee

7. A sealing deviee for eleetrical sockets

The device when the metallic seal s not

used should contain matler indicating the |

=4

months of the year, as shown in Ifig. 5, also
matter indicating a number of years, and the
date of sealing could be punched bv 2 dis-
tinctive puncl), so that the device could not
be removed and another inserted in its place.

In sl embodimenis it will be seen that the

which my invention has been .mpiwi h o
destroy a part or the whole of it. Ll his
way should they be tampered with in any
manner the supply company upnn inspec-
tion would find out. The penalty for de-
struction of the device would hmn part of the

fsovket, eeans b

eomprising menns to fit within the sueket £0
prevent clectrical eonnection with the socket-

contacts, and flexible members extending
.

I framy said first-named means to hold the said
first-named means 1o the socket.
S8 In (:(ma's')wutmn with  an electrical

sarring said socket sgainst the

! ‘nfrfn;m tion of current-consuming means,
ouly way to secure current from the socket to

contract between the consumer and the com- |

pany.

Havmg thus descmbfzd my mventum W hm‘
I claim, and desire to ?ecnro by Letiors Put-
ent. is—

SCCHTLNC Dieans for the harring means, mld a,
aent for “m wmvrmn NS

G0 A seabing deviee Tor viw trical mcketa
comprising means preventing the insertion
af o current-consaning dmml in a socket,
and wsen Iu-i hotding said means.

10. A l\nr (ivwrm far cleetrie sockets

'”prmn' a disk formied to it the socket,
.m(l prevent ohwtm(‘ i mnnecti(m with the
(om scts thereof, and a seal for holding the

disk to the b(,!(fki.‘ .

A device of the class deseribed, com-
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844,126 - 8

prising a disk having a projection adapted to { and a seal preventing the removal of sajd
t within a socket, and arms extending from | means except upon destruetion,
said disk.- ‘ | The foregoing specification signed at
12. A device of the class described, com- | Sacramento, California, this 25th day of
s prising a disk having a projection adapted to September, 1905.

fit within a socket, arms extending from said EWRIT VN T 1 N
- disk, and a seal secured to the arms. ! LLEWELL}.I\ T. HATFIELD.
13. The combination of means for pre- | In presence of—

venting a contact of an electric&_l lamp-plug - Maurice E. Finn,
1o or the like engaging a contact in a socket, | Dowis M. Krurcrr.



