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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HARRY C. LAVETTE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

ENVELOPE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 460,264, dated Septembér 29,1891,
Application filed June 22, 1891, Serial No, 397,020, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Harry C. LAVETTE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tlli-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Envelopes for Photographs
or the Like, of which the following is a speci-
fieation,

My invention relates to aconstruction of en-
velope particularly adapted for the transmis-
sion of photographs and like matters by mail.
Prior to my invention an envelope for such
purpose hasbeen formed by providing a blank
consisting of a rectangular body portion hav-
ing four side flaps and containing a re-en-
forcing piece laid against the inner side of
said body portion and held therein by a piece
of paper gummed both to the re-enforcing
piece and the inner side of one of the flaps,
the purpose of the re-enforcing piece being to
stiffen the envelope. ’

The principal objects of my invention are
to provide a stiffer and stronger construection
of envelope for the purpose aforesaid, to
avoid all danger of the inclosed photograph
becoming bent, and to more conveniently
adapt the envelope for a number of photo-
graphs, pictures, cards, and the like.

To the attainment of the foregoing and
other useful ends my invention consists in
matters hereinafter described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a blank for forming my improved
double re-enforced envelope. Fig. 2 repre-
sents the blank with the two re-enforcing
pieces applied. Tig.3 is a section onlinex x
in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 represents the front of the
folded envelope, and Fig. 5 represents the
back of the same. :

In carrying out my invention I form an en-
velope-blank A, which comprises the two main
body portions 1 and 2, respectively, for form-
ing the front side and the rear side of the
folded envelope. The blank also comprises
a series of marginal flaps, which are formed
along the ends and outer side edges of the
body portions 1 and 2. The body portion 1,
which serves to form the front side of the
folded envelope, is provided with end flaps 3
and a side flap 4, which said flaps are to be

gummed along their edge portions, so as to
permit the envelope to be sealed. The body
portion 2, which serves to form the back or
rear side of the envelope, is provided with
end flaps 5 and a side flap 6, which said flaps
are to be gummed for the purpose, of secur-
ing them upon one of the re-enforcing pieces.
The blank A comprises, as aforesaid, the two

| sides or body portions 1 and 2, which are in 6

effect separated from one another or deter-
mined by the fold-line 7, andseverally charac-
terized by their respectively-allotted flaps.

To the inner side of the body portion 1T ap-
ply arectangular re-enforcing piece B, of stout
material, such as pasteboard or the like,and
to the inner sideof the body portion 2 Tapply
a like re-enforcing piece C. The re-enforc-
ing pieces B and C are separated by a suffi-
cient space along the fold-line 7 to permit the
blank to be folded along such line and there-
by bring the re-enforced body portions 1 and
2 toward one another, it being understood
that the width of the blank along the line of
fold and between the two opposing edges 8
and 9 of the re-enforcing pieces constitutes a
flexible- connection between the re-enforced
sides or front and back body portions of the
envelope, and also forms a connection suffi-
ciently wide to adapt the envelope for the re-
ception of one or more photographs, cards, or
the like.

The re-enforcing piece C islaid againstthe
inner side of the body portion 2 of the blank
and is secured in place by the flaps & and G,
which are folded over upon it, as in Fig. 2,
and gummed or pasted down upon what will
be its inner side when the envelopeisfolded.
These flaps 5and 6 can be made comparatively
narrow, as shown, it being seen that although
made narrow they will not only conceal the
edges of the re-enforcing piece C, but also
hold the same in place. To thus conceal the
edges of the re-enforcing piece permits the
latter to be simply formed by cuiting ont a
rectangular piece from a sheet, and by mak-
ing the flaps 5 and 6 comparatively narrow
I economize stock and avoid unnecessary
weight in the envelope. The flaps 3 and 4

are, however, made of sufficient width to fold
wellover upon the outer sideof the body por-
tion 2 when the envelope is folded, as in Fig.
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5, and aldo to mieet otie another, as indicated
in said figure. These flaps 8 and 4 are to be

- gummed along their edge portions, so that
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they can be sealed after the envelope has
been folded along its line 7. The flaps 8 and
4 are preferably gummed during the manu-
facture of the envelope, but are desirably left
unsealed, so that the user can first open the
envelope, as in Fig. 2, next place any desired
number of photographs or the like upon the
re-enforcing piece B, and then after folding
over the re-enforced body portion C geal
down the flaps 3 and 4. In this way the en-
velope is more conveniently adapted for the
reception of a pack of photographs or cards.
‘When the envelope is thus folded, the body
‘portion 1 forms its front and the body por-
tion 2 forms its back. The flaps 3 and 4 also
conceal three side edges of the re-enforeing
piece B, while the portion of the blank along
the fold-line 7 conreals the fourth side edge
of such re-enforcing piece. When, therefore,
the envelope is folded, the re-enforeing piece
B is held not only between the body portion
1 and the contents of the envelope, but it is
further held by such portions of the flaps 3
and 4 as fold over three of its side edges,
and hence it will only be necessary to lightly

pasté of gdni the body poition 1 to said fé-
enforeing piece.

While I have herein referred to the body
portions as having each a flap at one of its
side edges and flaps at its ends, I have also
in a more general way referred to a body por-
tion as having flaps along three of its sides,
it being understood that the three sides in-
clude what may be more specifically termed
“one side and two ends.”

‘What I claim as my invention is—

An envelope for the purpose set forth, com-
prising the body portions 1 and 2, respect-

ively forming its front and back and united.

along the fold-line 7, flaps 3 and 4 along three
side edges of the body portion 1, flaps 5 and
6 along three side edges of the body portion
2, a re-enforeing piece B, applied to the body
portion 1, and a re-enforeing piece C, applied
to the body portion 2 and having threeof its
side edges protected by flaps 5 and 6, which are
folded over and secured upon it, substantially
as described.

HARRY C. LAVETTE.
Witnesses:
IFreEDK, H. MILLS,
A. WARD.
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