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(57) Abstract:  In order to provide a photoelec-

(a)

(b)

tric conversion element having higher photoelec-
tric conversion efficiency than realized in the past,
the present invention is provided with tapered pro-
truding parts so that different-refractive-index re-
gions (4) are formed in a photonic crystal (S) in
correspondence with a plurality of lattice points of
a square lattice parallel to the in-plane direction of
a photoelectric conversion layer (5), and that the
different-refractive-index regions (4) are formed
in a tapering shape from the light-receiving-sur-
face side of the photoelectric conversion layer to a
tip positioned inside the photoelectric conversion
layer.
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