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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 172,355, dated January 18, 1876; application filed 
November 23, 1875. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELBRIDGE J. STEELE, 

of New Eaven, in the county of New Haven 
and State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
Improvement in Snap-Hooks; and I do here 
by declare the following, when taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part of 
this specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, top view; Fig. 2, side view; Fig. 
3, longitudinal central section; Fig. 4, modi 
fication. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

the article known to the trade as “snap-hooks;” 
and it consists in the combination and arrange 
ment as fully hereinafter described. 
A is the hook proper, formed on a shank, B, 

terminating in a loop, C, or other device for 
attaching the hook. The hook A is open rela 
tively to the shank in substantially the usual 
manner. D is the tongue pivoted in a recess 
in the shank, as at a, with a spring, b, arranged 
in connection with the said tongue, the tend 
ency of which is to throw the tongue down 
ward so as to open the hook, as indicated in 
broken lines, Fig. 3. In the rear of the tongue, 
and in the recess of the shank, a lever, E, is 
arranged upon a fulcrum or pivot, f. The for 
ward end of the lever is formed to fit the up 
per surface of the rear end of the tongue above 
the pivot, whatever that may be. Below the 
line of the two pivots the end of the lever is 
made substantially concentric with the pivot 
of the lever and the rear of the tongue of cor 
responding form; hence the pressure upon the 
tongue to depress it, as for opening the hook, 
is resisted by the end of the lever, so that 
when the tongue is closed the lever practi. 
cally locks it in that closed position. The le. 
wer extends to the rear so as to form a con 
venient thumb-piece, F, by which the rear end 
may be depressed, and consequently the for 

Ward end raised, as indicated in broken lines. 
So soon as the bearing-surface of the forward 
end of the lever is raised above the pivot of 
the tongue, then the reaction of the spring 
beneath the tongue will open it, as also indi 
cated in broken lines. When the lever is free 
the spring forces the forward end downward 
to bear upon the tongue and turn that up into 
its closed position, the spring of the lever be 
ing more powerful than that of the tongue. 
The same combination of lever and tongue 

may be made, as shown in Fig. 4, without the 
locking-power of the lever by simply extend 
ing the tail-piece of the tongue, as seen in Fig. 
4, to the rear beneath the lever, so that press 
tlle upon the tongue to open it will raise the 
forward end of the lever; but I prefer the lock 
ing construction. 

By this construction an easy method is af. 
forded for opening the hook for attachment 
or detachment. 

I am aware that it is not new to combine a 
lever with the tongue of a snap-hook, so that 
depressing the lever may open the hook, as 
such may be found in the patent of J. B. Sar 
gent, November 12, 1867; therefore I do not 
wish to be understood as broadly claiming 
such a construction. 

I claim 
1. The combination, in a snap. hook, of the 

hook A, tongue D, and lever E, the meeting 
o' bearing surfaces between the said lever and 
tongue being substantially concentric with the 
pivot of the tongue, as and for the purpose 
described. 

2. In combination with the hook A, the 
tongue D, and lever E, each provided with 
independent springs, substantially as de 
scribed. 

ELBRIDGE.J. STEELE, 
Witnesses: 

JoHN E. EARLE, 
CLARA BROUGHTON, 

  


