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Be it known that }. ORR1N O. FATON. a 

citizen of the tUnited States, and resident, 
Of Watsonville, in the county of Santa, 
C}111% and State of California, have invented 
Certain neW and tISeful Improvements in 
Berry Trays, of which the following is a, 
Specification. , * * 

In the marketing of berries it is cus 
tomary to put them up in Small boxes ar 
ranged in trays, and the trays in turn ar 
ranged in chestS Such as disclosed in my 
Patent No. 1.853.156, dated September 21, 
1920. In distributing the berries from the 
chest in the type of trayS now commonly 
used, it is difficult to prevent the berries 
in One tray from becoming crushed by the 
tray placed thereon since a slight 111ovement, 
of the upper tray in either direction longi 
tudinally will cause one end thereof tO slip 
down upon the berries in the lower tray. 
When Several trayS from a chest are to be 
delivered from a distributing point COn 
siderable time and labor are required to 
properly build up the Several trayS SO as 
to prevent injury to the contents thereof. 
Also, when the beTries are placed on Sale it 
has heretofore been necessary to display 
them in the chest, a method highly objection 
able because of the 1'oom Occupied by the 
chest and the difficulty of properly display 
ing the individual trayS therein. 

it is the object of my in wention therefore, 
to provide a form of berry tray that Will be 
free from the objections above set forth : 
that can be quickly and easily nested in any 
desired number for reshipment; that Will at 
all times and under all conditions prevent 
One tray from slipping down upon the Con 
tents of the next lower tray; that will per 
imit proper display of the berries independ 
ently of the chest; and that Will at the same 
time provide for the proper circulation of 
air around the contents of the tray. 

?n the drawing :- * 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of two nested 

trays embodying my improvements. 
Figure 2 is an end view of the same. 
Figure 8 is a side elevation of two nested 

trays showing another embodiment of my 
invention. 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail Section on 

4—4 of Figure 2. 
Figure ñ is an enlarged detail Section of 

the embodiment shown in Figure 8. 
Referring more particularly to the draw 

ing, 1-2 indicates the two end pieces of a. 
tray; each end piece having its outer sur 
face perpendicular and its inner surface 
beweled as at B and 4 respectively, so that the 
bevel SurfaceS 4-4 face in Wards as shoWn. 
At 5-5-6 are bottom members nailed to . 
the bottom edges of end pieces 1 and 2 and 
Spaced apart aS shOWn. Two members 6-6 
are Secured to the edges of end pieces 1 and 
2 to form sides for the tray. * 
Arranged transversely across the bottom 

Of the tray and On a line with the lower edge 
Of the beveled Surfaces thereof are cleats ( 
and 8, the Said cleats being of the proper 
CrOSS Sectional size and conformation to fit 
On the inside of the upper portion of the end 
t? 1-2 of the tray beloW. in the em 
Odiment ShOWn in Figt1Te 3, the perpen 

dicular Sides 8–8 of the end pieces 1—2 are 
placed on the inside of the tray, While the 
cleatS 7-8 are So arranged as to come on 
the Outside of the end pieces 1-2 of the 
loWer tray. This arrangement allowing the 
tray to fit Snt!gly in the larger sized orate as 
ShOWin, but a.CCOmmodating the same number 
of berry baskets, the inside dimension B of 
the ghest 9 t1sed with the form of tray shown 
in Figure }} being greater than the dimen 
SiOn A of the chest used with the form of 
tray shOWn in Figure 1. 
1n the fruit shipping industry there are 

tWO standard Sizes Of Shipping chests that 
Wary but little i}} sige. but yot, ?’81'y St1{ficient 
ly to mako it impossible to tise them both 
Successfully With the Sarine size Of berry bas 
kets. If the larger size of chest is to be 
used then the tray is assembled as shown in 
Figure 8, the distance between the perpen 
d:cular sides 8-8 of end pieces 1-2 being 
Stich as to Snt1gly accommodate a given num 
.ber of berry baskets 12, in this case five. 1f, 
nOW, the Smaller chest is to be used then 
the tray is aSSembled as shown in Figure 1. 
the distance between the upper inner edges 
of end pieces 1-2 being the same as the dis 
tance betWeen the perpendicular SurfaceS 8 
in Higu1'e B, and therefore snugly accommo 
dating the Same number of baskets, namely, 
five. This is true, of course, because in the 
shorter tray shown in Figure 1 the bevelled 
Surfaces 4 of the end pieces 1-2 haWe the 
Same slope as the baskets arranged therein. 

it is clear from the above discloSure that, 
a tray can be quickly and strongly made 
and Several trayS easily stacked in perfect 
alignment by this method of assembly. 
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Upon the delivery of a chest to a retail 
point the trayS may be quickly removed 
therefrom and stacked up by themselves 
thereby making a better display and Occupy 
ing leSS Space than When they are 1'etained 
in the chest. This method of display is pen 
dered possible by the engaging cleat cOn 
struction which oftectu1ally eliminates the 
liability of damage to the berries by Slip 
ping of the trays. By means of this con 
struction tWo or more trayS 1]]ay be tem 
porarily fastened together by end cleatS aS 
10 and fitted With a top as 11 thereby form 
ing a Solid shipping package capable Of be 
ing transported Without danger of injury to 
the content.S. 
The particular method of attaching the 

bottom members {?nd cleats to the end pieces 
is desirable because it permitS wentilation 
through Spaces 11 and utilizes the full Width 
of end pieces 1-2 for Supporting bottom 
elementS 5-5-5. 

It is to be understood, of course, that 
While I haWe herein shown and described one 
particular emb0diment of my invention, that 
disclos?{re is to be considered as illustrative 
Only 81nd i11 no Way to limit the Scope Of the 
invention as set forth in the appended 
clai}}). Since changeS in form and constr'110 
t;On Inay be made Without departing from 
the Spirit of the invention. 

} claim :- 
A berry tray comprising end pieces, each 

end piece haWing 0ne face OppOSitely di 
rected and in parallel relation to the CO1'- 
responding face of the other end pieces, and 
One face beYelled from the top downwardly 
Whe1'oby to increase the thickneSS of the 
lOWer portion thereof. side and bottom SlatS 
arranged On Said end pieces to Space the 
S{1}me, and means a1"I'anged at the bottom of 
each end piece to engage the narrOW upper 
edge of the tray plaged therebelow. 

ORRIN O. EATON. 


