
E, C, SCHORTMANN, 
CONFINEMENT CHAIR, 

APPLICATION FILED DEC, 4, 1908, 

954,474. Patented Apr. 12, 1910, 

-Eise 

31 uon for 

77,7722 (CAS/zozz/72a ar. 
its coco 

& 2, S3 co-66 (3. K 1 6. a-6 el-e- eltowe 4 

  



5 

O 

30 

40 

50 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EMIL C. SCHORTIVIANN, OF BILBAO, SPAIN. 

CONFINEEN-CHAIR, 

954,44. Specification of Letters Patent, Paterated Apr. 32, 90. 
Application filed December 14, 1908, serial No. 467,466, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EMIL C. SCHORTMANN, 

a subject of the Emperor of Germany, and 
resident of Bilbao, in the Province of Bis 
cay and Kingdom of Spain, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Confinement-Chairs, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to furniture and 

more particularly to chairs, and has for its 
object to provide a chair especially adapted 
for use during obstetrical operations, which 
Will allow the patient to retain a sitting pos 
ture during labor, thus obtaining the advan 
tage of the greater objective force which 
may be exerted in this position. 
Another object is to provide a chair which 

Will include thigh and coccyx supports so 
located that they will not interfere with de 
livery, and also a seat movable into and out 
of position to coöperate with the portions 
just mentioned to form a chair in which the 
patient may rest during recovery. 
Another object is to provide a chair in 

cluding a receptacle movable into and out of 
position to receive the discharges incident to 
labor, and which may also be used in cleans 
ing the person. 
Another object is to provide a chair in 

cluding the thigh supports above mentioned 
and also arm supports so arranged in con 
nection with the thigh supports as to permit 
a proper positioning of the legs of the occu 
pant of the chair. 
Other objects and advantages will be ap 

parent from the following description, and 
it Will be understood that changes in the spe 
cific structure shown and described may be 
made within the Scope of the claims without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
In the drawings forming a portion of this 

Specification, and in which like numerals of 
reference indicate similar parts in the sev 
eral views, Figure 1 is a perspective view of 
the chair with the seat in operative position, 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view with the seat 
raised, Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the 
arrangement of the Supporting slabs, Fig. 4 
is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing the basin 
Supporting brackets. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is 
shown a chair comprising a pair of front 
legs 5, and a pair of rear legs 6. The rear 
legs are connected by a transverse member 7 
and a back 8 extends thereabove. A pair of 

forwardly and rearwardly extending trans 
Versely Spaced thigh Supporting members 9 
are Secured at their forward ends to the re 
Spective legs 5, and at their rearward ends 
to the respective legs 6. At their lower por 
tions, the legs are connected by suitable 
Tungs 10. The inner edges of the thigh sup 
ports 9 are curved longitudinally to present 
in Wardly extending convexities 11, and Se 
cured to the transverse member 7 between 
the rearward ends of the thigh supports 9 
there is a transversely extending supporting 
member 12 having its forward edge curved 
longitudinally to present a forwardly ex 
tending convexity 13. There are thus formed 
W-shaped spaces 14 between the adjacent 
portions of the inner edges of the thigh sup 
ports 9 and the rear Wardly supporting mem 
ber 12. The inner edges of the portions 9 
and 12 are beveled downwardly and in 
Wardly, as shown, to receive thereagainst 
correspondingly beveled edges 15 of a seat 
member 16. This seat member has its side 
portions concaved to fit against the convexi 
ties 11 of the thigh Supports 9, and has its 
rearward edge similarly concaved to receive 
the support 12. There are thus produced W 
shaped rearward corner portions 17 for the 
seat 16, which are arranged to lie in the 
spaces 14, and the apices of these corner poi'- 
tions have hinges 18 Secured thereto, these 
hinges also being secured to the legs 6. 
From Fig. 2 of the drawings, it will be 

seen that the seat 16 may be moved into 
position to lie within the space between the 
side supports 9 to complete the seat of the 
chair and that it may also be raised to rest 
against the back 8 of the chair, when it 
forms a Supplementary back. By reason of 
the peculiar arrangement, the support 12 
projects forwardly of the seat 16 when the 
latter is raised. 

Forwardly extending horizontal arms 19 
are secured at their rearward ends to the 
back 8 at the sides thereof, and project above 
the thigh supports 9. The forward por 
tions of these arms are supported by down 
Wardly and rearwardly curved members 20 
which are secured to the thigh supports ad 
jacent to the rearward ends of the latter; 
thus these members 20 lie out of position to 
interfere with the proper position of the legs 
of the Occupant of the chair, the legs of the 
occupant extending outwardly beneath the 
forward portions of the arms 19. 
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The legs (3 have arms 21 pivoted at their 
rearward ends to the upper portions of the 
legs, these arms extending radially of Sec 
toral straps secured to the thigh supports 
and to the legs and the members are mov 
able pivotally to extend at different angles 
to the perpendicular, as will be understood. 
The sectoral straps 22 have openings 23 
therein and the members 21 have screws 24 
engaged therein arranged for interchange 
able engagement in the openings 23 to hold 
the members at different points of their 
movement. As shown in the drawings, the 
members are connected by a transverse rod 
25 and have hooks 26 at their forward ends, 
these hooks being directed upwardly. The 
membel's also have registering notches 27 in 
their upper edges, as shown. A basih 28 
has trunnions 29 which may be engaged in 
the hooks 26 and in the notches 27 inter 
changeably to properly position the basin, 
and thus a double adjustment is provided 
for, this adjustment being accomplished 
through the shifting of the members 21 
upon their pivots and by moving the basin 
28 longitudinally of the members. A hori 
zontally extending shaft 30 is journaied at 
its ends in one of the legs 5 and in one of the 
legs 6, extending beneath one of the thigh 
supports 9, and a set screw 31 is arranged 
to engage this shaft to hold it at different 
points of its rotation. A leaf shelf 32 is 
carried by the shaft, and it will be seen 
that the shaft may be shifted to project the 
leaf shelf at times laterally beyond the ad 
jacent thigh supports and at times to posi 
tion the shelf beneath the thigh slipolt. 
The shelf may be used to support various 
instruments used during delivery. 
As will be seen, the present chai' is es 

pecially adapted to the use for which it is 
designed. The thighs of the occupant l'est 
upon the Supports 9, and the posterior poi'- 
tion of the body of the occupant l'ests upon 
the support 12, this support thus l'eceiving 
the coccyx and sustaining the spine. The 
arms 19 present at their forward ends grips 
for the hands of the occupant, and the en 
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tire structure is such that a maximum of 
ejective force may be exerted by the patient. 
The chair is especially adapted for use 

during the operation of version as it makes 
possible the proper separation of the legs 
of the patient thus exposing the cervex 
uteri and permitting the insertion of the 
finger of the operator through the OS to en 
gage the chin of the infant while the other 
hand of the operator is devoted to external 
manipulation of the abdomen to effect the 
turning of the infant. 
As is well known, the discharge in pla 

centa privia cases in which the operation of 
version is performed, is more copious than 
in normal labor, and the provision of the 
basin in the present invention thus also 
1'enders it especially adapted for use in such 
operations. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A chair having a seat including a pair 

of parallel transversely spaced members, 
said members having their inner edges 
curved to produce inwardly directed con 
vexities, a forwardly extending supporting 
member located between the real ward ends 
of the thigh members and a seat member 
hinged for movement to lie at times between 
the thigh members and forwardly of the 
rearward member, and at times to extend 
vertically in a plane rearwardly of the for 
ward edge of the rearward in ember. 

2. A chair having a seat including a pair 
of spaced side members and a forwardly ex 
tending member located between the rear 
ward ends of the side members, and a seat 
section hinged for movement to lie at times 
between the side members and forwardly of 
the rearward member, and at times to ex 
tend vertically in a plane rearwardly of the 
forward edge of the rearward member. 

in testimony whereof affix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

EML C. SCHORTMANN. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE ROORR, 
EDW. PRY. 
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