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70 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joserr A, BUrGarD,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at 1531 28th Avenue, city of Oak-
land, in the county of Alameda and State

of California, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Signal Devices,
of which the following is a specification.

The present invention is an improved sig-
nal amf relates more. particularly to a flash
light device for signalling in darkness or

. semi-darkness as for instance, when used
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by an usher in a motion picture theater to
indicate to another the available seating ca-
pacity of a certain aisle or row of seats. -

The primary object of the invention is to
provide means whereby an usher may in
traversing the aisles of a theater indicate
to an ‘attendant or waiting audience the
number of available vacant seats without
undue commotion or noise attending the
present method of calling out after a return
trip is made.

this - specification and the annexed
drawings, the invention is illustrated in the
form considered to be the best, but it is
to be understood that the invention is not
limited to such form, because it may be
embodied in other forms and. it is also to
be understood that in and by claims fol-
lowing the description it is desired to cover
the invention in whatever form it may be
embodied. ‘ ' ' ’

In the accompanying drawings: -

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of my signal
with a portion broken away for the purposes
of illustration. '

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a section taken on' the line
ITI—III of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing a travelling reflector.

Referring to the drawings the numeral
1 indicates a flat rectangular face wall of
a box container for my device. A rear wall
2, bottom 3, and end walls 4 and 6 com-
plete the box which is closed by a cover
7 hinged to the rear wall 2. :

The inside of the box is insulated through-
out as indicated at 8. Extending the length
of the interior of the box at a point near
the middle thereof are two metal strips 9
and 11 suitably secured to the end walls
4 and 6 by rivets or otherwise and insulated
therefrom and one end of each strip extends

as indicated at 12 and 13 toward the rear
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wall 2 to form a spring elip to contact with

the one pole of a battery 14 secured within
the box by spring clips 16.

The face wall 1 of the box is provided
with an aperture for receiving a bull’s-eye
17 and with apertures in the shape.of let-
ters, figures, or symbols for signalling as
shown at 18. It is to be understood that
the insulation is also cut away in these
apertures, the object being to project light
through them from the interior of the box.
The function of the bull’s-eye is to collect
the  diverging light rays and throw them
forward, to light and indicate a vacant seat
to a patron, in a theater, and the function
of the symbols is to indicate to a co-usher
how many seats are available. :

A sheet 19 of translucent material is
placed behind the face wall 1 to diffuse the
direct rays of light. :

I provide a U shaped member 21 which
is adapted to slide through a compartment
22 indicated in Fig. 1 and when in the posi-
tion shown in Figs. 1 and 2 to serve as a
container and reflector for a bulb 23.

A spring clip 24 is secured to the back
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of the member 21 but insulated therefrom
and this extends through a slot 26 in the

top wall 7. The edge of this slot remote
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from the face wall 1 is provided with
notches 27 adapted to engage the clip 24

in positions registering with the symbols

18 in order to selectively illuminate same -

for signalling purposes. - These notches also
serve to make a contact for energizing bulb
23 by permitting clip 24 to contact strip
9. - The current then flows from . the bat-
tery through member 12 to strip 24, thence
through lamp 23, member 21, strip 11, and
clip 13 back to battery. C

It will be seen that the clip 24, Fig. 3,
is slidably in contact with the strip 11 and
that when the clip is pressed backward as
indicated by the dotted lines at 28, it also
contacts with strip 9 and closes the battery
circuit lighting the bulb 23. ‘

It will be seen that the notches 27 allow
illumination only when the travelling bulb
23 is in a position to thoroughly illuminate
a symbol. : ‘

I claim:

A signal device, comprising, a box cas-
ing of light proof material, a longitudinal
row of symbolic apertures in one side of
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said casing, a battery within said casing

contact members within said casing ehtend-
ing the length thereof and connected to op-
posite poleq of said battery, a movable bulb
adapted to travel lengthwise of said casing
and behind sald symbohc apertures, and
having one of its terminals in constant elec-
trical connection with ome of the contact

members and means for eompletlnor an elec-
frical connection from. the other of "said -10
cont‘wt members throuvh the other termi-
nal of the bulb at pomts in its movement
when it is in alinement with an aperture.

In testimony whereéof I affix my signature.

JOSEPH A. BURGARD.



