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Thls mventxon relates to a foldable pack adapted to
hold individual portions of ice cream or the like, and it
particularly relates to a pack of the above type which is
made of molded paper pulp.

Heretofore, the general method of manufacturing and
packing certain types of ice cream, particularly the Italian
type ice cream called Spumoni, was to pour the liguid
ice cream into a pint size waxed container, freeze the
liquid at about —20° F. to form a frozen block and
then cut the block into four or more wedge-shaped por-
tions somewhat as one would cut a pie. Each portion
was then placed in an eclair-shaped dish made of pleated
paper and half-wrapped. Thereafter, eight of these in-
_dividual packages were placed in a chipboard box for
sale to stores or restaurants which sold or served the
individual, wedge-shaped portions separately.

One of the disadvantages of the above type of process
was the fact that various handling steps were required,
first to pour the liquid into the container, then to cut
the block, then to wrap the individual portions and,
finally, to remove the portions and serve them individual-
ly. This created problems in sanitation since, even if
utensils were used throughout, these utensils had to be
constantly kept sterile. This required not only constant
surveillance but also necessitated stoppages in the line
of production every so often. Furthermore, once the
product was sold to the store or restaurant, no control
could be maintained over the storekeeper, the restaurant
owner or the waiter. As a result, not only was the cost
of production increased but also complete sanitary con-
ditions could never be assured.

It is. one object of the present invention to overcome
the above and other disadvantages of the prior types of
processes by providing a packaging means which obviates
any handling of the ice cream from freezing to serving.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a packaging means which decreases the cost of manu-
facture and maintains sanitary conditions through the
manufacturing process.

Other objects and many of the attendant advantages of
this invention will be readily appreciated as the same
becomes better understood by reference to the following
detailed description when considered in connection with
the accompanying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a packing tray embodymg
the present invention, the packing tray being illustrated in
open pOSltlon,

Fig. 2 is a side sectlonal view of the packing tray of
Fig. 1, taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an end sectional view of the packing tray of
Fig. 1, taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of a packing case illustrating
two folded packing trays positioned therein, said trays
being shown in side elevation; and

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3 but including
a flat sheet overlying the open top of the pocket.

Referring now in greater detail to the figures of the
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28 preferably formed during the molding process.
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drawmgs wherein similar reference characters refer to
similar parts, there is shown a tray, generally designated
10, which comprises a sheet 12 made of molded pulp and
bemg defined at its periphery by a lateral rim 14. The
sheet 12 is elongated and generally rectangular with
rounded edges at the corners of the peripheral rim.
Depending from the base plane of the sheet 12 area
plurahty of laterally-spaced pockets 16; here shown as
four in number. The pockets as illustrated, are general-
ly wedge-shaped. or triangular in cross-section and are de-
fined by upper side walls 18, of almost vertical inclina-
tion and relatively narrow extent, which merge with lower
side walls 20 of .greater angular inclination and wider
extent. The walls 20.meet in a rounded, somewhat trun-
cated bottom apex portion 22. The end walls 24 of each
pocket extend downwardly and inwardly to merge with

the end portions of the truncated apex portion 22, as

best seen in Fig, 1.

In each of the spaces 26 between the pockets 16 are
provided spaced fold lines 28. These fold lines 28 de-
fine a hinge portion 30 which permits each pocket to be
overfolded onto the other., The fold lines 28 also pro-
vide lines of weakness to permit easy severance of each
pocket from the other. If desired, these fold lines may
be formed as perforated lines to make the severance
even easier.

Preferably, the inner surface of each pocket is coated
with wax or other desirable moisture and vapor proof
material so as to prevent undesirable loss of moisture
from the ice cream in the pocket during extended periods
of storage of the package.

The trays 10 are adapted to be molded in the flat con-
dition, as in Fig. 1, with the fold lines or perforated lines
The
trays are shipped to the ice cream manufacture in this
flat condition and the ice cream manufacturer then fills
the pockets of each tray with the liquid cream and places
a sheet 34 of waxed paper, parchment, metal foil, or
the like, over the top. The assembly is then placed in
the freezer. After freezing, the package is then created
by first folding the left hand pocket over the second
pocket from the left and the right hand pocket over the
second pocket from the right. This creates two closed
sections, each section containing two separate portions.
Two such packages can then be easily packed into a rec-
tangular container or carton, such as illustrated at 32 in
Fig. 4, by bending up each half of the package around
the hinge 30 between the two inner pockets so that a
generally rectangular package is formed. Two such rec-
tangular packages, one above the other, fit snugly within
the container 32, as shown.

At the point of use, as in a restaurant, the packages
can be removed from the container, unfolded, and sev-
ered at the fold or perforated lines 28 to provide the re-
quired individual servings intact in their individual, sani-
tary containers, untouched by human hands or by any
form of handling utensil.

It is within the scope of this invention to ma.ke the trays
with only two pockets and even one individual pocket.
However, the preferable and most efficient form is that
described above and illustrated in the drawings.

Although this invention has been described in relation
to ice cream, it can also be used with various other prod-
ucts such as cheese, buiter, gelatin, thermosetting or ther-
moplastic resins, etc.

Obviously many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in the light of the above
teachings. It is, therefore, to be understood that within
the scope of the appended claims the invention may be
practiced otherwise than as specifically described.
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+What is claimed is:

1. A package. compnsmg a .molded, pu,lp tray. deﬁned
by a peripheral rim having four generally triangular pock-
ets hingedly connected to each other and having flat open
tops, a solid mass within each pocket, a flat sheet qver-
lying. the open top: of .each.packet, said .pockets being
overfolded lipon each other with the sheets .coyering. said
open tops in surface-to-surface contact to form allgen-
erally rectangular pack, the rim portions surrounding each
of a pair. of over-folded pockets forming . a:laterally.out:
wardly extending rib extending angularly. across pa
and .interrupting -the - corresponding rim .portions jof: th
other pair of folded pockets at.an. angle.

2. The tray-of claim 1.wherein each.of.said <pockets is
coated with a.vapor-proof coating.material.

3. The .package . of claim 1: wherein .the four .pockets
are laterally spaced from each other. and connected one
to .the other by a hinged connection.
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4. A package assembly comprising a generally rec-
tangular packing container and at least ome filled pack
snugly positioned within sald contamer said pack com-
prising a molded pulp tray defined by a peripheral rim
having four generally triangular pockets with flat open
tops, a solid mass within each pocket, a flat sheet over-
lying the open top of each.pocket, said pockets being
connected by a hinged connection and being overfolded
. upon each other with the sheets covering said open tops
in surface-to- surface contact.
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