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This invention relates to a drying rack for drying to 
bacco leaves. 

In the prior practice of drying tobacco leaves a straight 
stick of wood and a length of string was employed. In 
this old method the string was tied to one end of the 
stick and a plurality of tobacco leaf stems were encir 
cled with the string at a suitable distance from the end 
of the stick. The encircled bunch of leaves, was then 
disposed on one side of the stick. 

Next a second plurality of leaves were encircled by the 
string at a suitable distance away from the first bunch 
and this second bunch or group of leaves was disposed 
on the side of the stick opposite that of the location of 
the first encircled bunch of leaves. 
The over-all result was that the bunches of leaves 

were disposed alternately down the length of the stick 
whereupon the stick was placed in a drying shed to cure. 
The disadvantages of this prior art practice was that 

the bunches were not uniformly spaced from one another, 
that a great deal of string was wasted, that considerable 
labor was involved and that the practice was time con 
Sulming to an extreme degree. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a tobacco 
drying rack capable of being operated by one person. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a to 
bacco drying rack adapted to pack the drying leaves in 
a minimum of space. 

It is a further object or purpose of this invention to 
provide a tobacco drying rack which can be easily load 
ed and unloaded, and which is of simple and inexpen 
sive construction. 

These and other objects of this invention will become 
evident upon reading the following disclosure taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawing in which, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the rack showing in 
dotted outline the manner of lifting one of the two hinged 
bars and further showing the manner of locking a plu 
rality of tobacco leaf stems (shown for simplicity as a 
single leaf) in an aperture formed between a centrally 
disposed rectangular support and a respective hinged 
bar, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a loaded tobacco rack 
placed upon a pair of drying shed poles and in position 
for being cured, and 

Fig. 3 is a transverse view taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 
2 and showing the manner of engaging tobacco leaves 
between the centraliy disposed support and the opposed 
lateral swingable lock bars and further showing in dot 
ted outline the manner of outward movement of said lock 
bars. 

Referring to the drawing, the tobacco rack of this 
invention comprises a centrally disposed rectangular 
elongated support () preferably of wood though ply 
wood, plastic and metal is operable in lieu of wood. The 
Support () is of considerable length and of a thickness 
adapted to provide a pair of opposed channels in the 
longitudinal sides or faces of the support 10, which as 
shown is a rectangular object or a parallelepiped. 
A pair of swingable flat lock bars it and 12 are hinged 

ly secured at one end of the support 19 by means of rivet 
pins 13 and 14 respectively. 
The lock bars 11 and 12 may be of metal and are 
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adapted to fit into the channels provided in the lateral 
sides of said support 10 (Fig. 3). 
The lock bar 2 may be provided with a swivel locking 

pin 5 having a substantially rectangular aperture and 
adapted to embrace the free end of bar i in a locked 
position. A suitable lock cut-out or notch 6 may be 
provided in bar to prevent slipping of pin 5 on bar 11. 
Any conventional method of locking the free ends of 

a loaded rack may be used in lieu of the swivel pin 15 
secured through an aperture of bar i2. Thus a remova 
ble slip-on collar or clip (not shown) could be used, cr 
elastic bands or springs, etc. 

Both of the lateral sides or edges of the support 10 
are provided with a plurality of spaced-apart cuts or 
notches 37 preferably of a hemi-spherical shape or con 
figuration. Similarly, the bars 1 and 2 are provided 
with a plurality of spaced-apart hemi-spherical notches 
28 on their inner sides and they are adapted to register 
with the co-acting respective notches 7 disposed in sup 
port 8 to effect circular respective aperture in the closed 
drying rack. 
As shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the notches of one lateral 

edge of support B are preferably in staggered relation 
ship to the notches on the other edge or side of support 
8, thereby preventing undue interference or packing to 

gether of opposed bunches of tobacco leaves and also 
pernitting more effective packing and drying or curing 
of the packed leaves. 

In the loading of the tobacco rack of this invention 
the rack may be placed on a tobacco saw-horse (not 
shown) or upon a table is having a suitable groove 20 
adapted to receive a bar 1 or 2 therein with the lower 
most swingable bar 12 disposed in the groove 20. The 
support 10 may then be lifted and the notches of bar 
12 are each filled with a plurality of tobacco leaf stems 
(shown for simplicity in the drawing as a single leaf). 
After the notches of bar 2 are filled the support 10 is 
lowered thereby locking the individual bunches of to 
bacco leaves in place. Next the bar i is lifted and the 
notches of the top edge of the support 0 are loaded 
(Fig. 1) whereupon the bar 1 is lowered and bars 11 
and 12 are then clamped together by swivel pin 15. 
The loaded tobacco drying rack is then placed upon 

suitably spaced-apart poles 24 located in a drying shed 
where the normal curing process is then accomplished 
and wherein the top of the drying stems curl outwardly 
preventing the dried leaves in the rack against falling out 
due to gravity. 

This invention is illustrated by means of an embodi 
ment but it is not to be limited to this illustration since it 
is of a more generic scope. 

I claim: 
1. A rack for drying tobacco comprising an elon 

gated centrally disposed parallelepiped having channels 
in each of the opposed longitudinal edges and having a 
plurality of spaced apart notches in each longitudinal 
edge, and a pair of flat opposed locking bars individual 
ly secured to one end of the parallelepiped, each having 
a plurality of notches adapted to register with co-acting 
notches in said parallelepiped and each being further 
adapted to fit partly in one of said channels, whereby 
Substantially circular apertures are formed between the 
notches of the parallelepiped and the respective notches 
of the Swingable lock bars. 

2. The drying rack of claim 1 wherein the apertures 
of one side of a closed rack are in staggered or off-set 
relationship to the apertures of the other side of a closed 
rack. 

3. The rack of claim 2 having locking means for 
manually locking a drying rack loaded with a plurality 
of bunches of bunched tobacco leaves. 
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