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UNITED STATES

PAaTeENT OFFICE.

MOSES II. EATON, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

ENVELOP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 594,235, dated November 283, 1897,
Application filed April 20,1897, Serial No. 632,015, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Mosgs H. EATON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of Philadelphia and State of Penn-

sylvania, have invented certain new and use- -

ful Improvementsin Envelops, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, of which—

Figure 11is a plan view of an envelop in
which my invention is embodied, the flap be-
ing opened out; TFig. 2, a similar view show-
ing the flap turned over upon and secured to
the body of the envelop; Fig. 3, a section,
enlarged, on line x 2, Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a plan
view, partly broken off, showing a modifica-
tion of a part of the invention.

This invention relates to and is designed to
improve what are known as *merchandise-
envelops,” which are used for sending arti-
cles through the mail.

The improvement and invention consists,
first, in combining with the envelop an elas-
tic or spring wire or wires which is or are
fastened to the envelop and extends either
longitudinally or transversely, or both, as
hereinafter described, whereby the envelop
is stiffened, but if bent on the line of the
wire or wires will return to the normal or Aat
position.

The improvement consists, secondly, in the
combination, with the envelop, of such elas-
tic wire fastened to and transversely along
the free end of the flap, together with means

for securing the wire; and consequently the

flap, when turned over on the body of the en-
velop in a manner that the flap may be readily
released and refastened without mutilation
of any part.

The improvement consists, finally, ina par-
ticular construction and means for thus se-
curing the said wire and flap when the latter
is turned over.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 8 of the draw-
ings, ais the main body of the envelop, and b
theflap. Inmakingtheenvelop Iinsertin the
blank along the line to be stiffened a piece of
elastic wire, preferably flat, as shown, and of
spring-steel. This wire is secured thereto by
means of paste or the like. It may run lon-
gitudinally along the middle line of the en-
velop or fransversely along the bottom of the

latter, as also the free end of the flap, all as
shown, or it may run longitudinally along the
side edges of the envelop.

Ordinarily I place the wires as shown—that
is, one (marked c) along the bottom, another,
¢, midway longitudinally, and a third, ¢,
along the free end of the flap. I sometimes,
however, dispense with the wires, excepting
the one ¢? fastened to the flap, and in order
to secure the flap so that it may be readily
closed and released I provide suitable means
for locking the wire, and consequently the
flap itself, to the body of the envelop—such,
for example, as that illustrated in the draw-
ingsand which I shall now describe, reference
being had to Figs. 1, 2, and 3.

I make the free end of the flap of less width
than that of the body of the envelop, as seen,
and fasten to the former the piece of spring-
wire ¢? whose length is somewhat less than
the width of the envelop, and I also make in
the side of the latter, adjacent to the sides of
the free end of the flap when folded over and
in line with the wire, suitable apertures d,
which may be a simple slot, as shown at the
left of Figs. 1 and 2, or an eyelet, as seen at
the right. '

In turning over the flap the projecting ends
of the wire are respectively inserted in the
sald apertures, as shown in Fig. 2, the elas-
ticity of the wire allowing the operation to
be readily and quickly performed, and al-
though the flap will be thus well secured it
may be as readily and quickly opened when
desired. '

In Fig. 4 I show a modified means for se-
curing the wire and turned-over flap. This
consists in making a slit ¢ in the flap imme-
diately back of the inner edge of the wire e,
in connection with a fastener £, that is se-

‘cured to the envelop and has a pliable tongue-

g, of brass or the like, which tongue, when
the flap is turned over, is passed through the
said slit and is then bent over upon the side
of the envelop, as shown. Obviously there
will be no liability of the release of the flap
by tearing away.

Tam aware of the fact that there have here-
tofore been in use envelops having a flap to
the free end of which was fastened a thin
pliable strip of non-elastic metal, whose free
ends projected beyond the sides of the flap
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and of the body of the envelop, which ends
were bent over upon the latter. I am also
aware that it is not new to secure the free
ends of flapsof envelops by meansof a tongue
of the flap that was inserted into a suitable
slot or other aperture in the body of the en-
velop. -

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with an envelop of the
clags recited, of one or more straight elastic
stiffening-wires secured thereto and extend-
ing across the length or width thereof, said
wire or wires operating by reason of the elas-
ticity thereof to preserve the flat position or
contour of the envelop, substantially as de-
scribed.

9. The ecombination with an envelop of the
class recited, of elastic stiffening-wires se-
cured thereto, one transversely along or
across its bottom edge portion, a second mid-
way longitudinally thereof, and a third along
the free edge of its closing-flap, said wires
operating by reason of their elasticity to pre-
serve the normal flat contour or position of
the envelop, substantially as described.

3. In an envelop of the class recited, the

combination with the flap of the elastic stiff-
ening-wire along the free end thereof, the
length of which wire is less than the width of
the envelop, the ends of which wire project
beyond the sides of the said tongue, together
with the slots or the like in the body of the
envelop whereby said ends of the wire can be
sprung into said slots, and the wire then re-
turned to the normal position, substantially
as described.

4, In an envelop of the class recited, the
combination with the closing-flap thereof, of a
straight elastic stiffening-wire secured trans-
versely along the free edge portion thereof
and operating by reason of its elasticity to
maintain the normal flat position of said flap,
together with means whereby said wire and
flap may be secured when the latter is turned
over on the body of the envelop, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

MOSES II. EATON.

Witnesses:

JosHUuA TUSEY,
WarLtER C. PUSEY.
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