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e

“This invention relates to 2 sealed utlhtaman"

&3 Clalms.

(CL 27—-6)‘ :

transport coffin for human bodies in combina-

tion with an esthetic casket covering which may ‘

readily be applied to and be supported on the
coffin. Although. the device has wider applica-

tion, it will be described as applied to the prob--

lem of transporting bodies of soldiers from for-‘, '
eign lands and bury1n<T them in hormeland ceme- _

teries.

“The’ problem of prov1d1ng proper. means to .

10

transfer the bodies of séldiers from forelgn lands'_f"

involves the following considerations:
A. The coffin should be licht in weight, nor-

mally airtight and be readlly permanently her-'

metlcally sealable.

15

‘B. It should be capable of effective stacking

in’ shipping bhundles'. Without the necess1ty for
boxing or crating.

C. It should be easily handled by carrymg or

sk1dd1ng either singly or 1n stacks.

D. It should be readily. convertible from a'

20

utilitarian coffin to a conventlonal esthetlc bur-

ial casket.

The particular object of the present 1nvent1on' ’

is to provide a light-metdl coffin of great struc-
tural strength and resistance to rough handling

25

F1g 5._ is a s1m1lar broken end sectional view
showmg the head’ permanently sealed on the
tubular’ member B

Fig. 6 is' g broken end sectional view of the
casket showing the boltmg meéans for telescoping
the end of the casket member over the side mem-
ber;

Fig, Tis'an enlarged broken side elevation view
of the boltmg members as they would appear on
the sectxon lines 1—1, Fig. 6; -

‘Fig. 8 is ‘an isometric view of the nut holding
member variously used in the coffin and ca,sket
structure as will later be explained; ‘

Fig. 9° is-a transverse cross sectional view ‘of
four stacked coffins ‘sécured together by straps

‘ 'as a shipping ‘bundle;

“PFig. 10 is an enlarged end elevation view of the
casket partly in “section to show the relationship
of the casket members to the coffin;

Fig, '11° 1s a side elevatmn vxew of the finished
casket; "

Fig. 12 isa top plan view of the casket shown.
in Fig, 11; and ' "

‘Fig. 13 is.an end elevation view thereof

Now referring to the drawings and at the out-

- set to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, our utilitarian coffin mem-

which may be transported to and from foreign
burial grounds while securely nested in multiple -

lots as a shipping package w1thout the necessmy )

for. boxing or crating. .
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"Another object is to provide a light metal i

coffin which is normally airtight and which later
can he readily and’ permanently hermetically
sealed

‘A further object is to provide a- 11ght metal
coffin. having supporting and protection mem-
bers attached thereto in the form of skids, in-
terfitting stacking support members and handles,
said members being later utilized to support
decorative casket members over the coffin in order
to provide the es’chetlc appearance of a con-
ventional casket.

Other objects and benefits w111 be disclosed in
the. followmg descr1pt10ns and drangs
which?

Fig. lis aside elevation view of a palr of stacked“

coﬁins

in
45
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‘Fig. 2 is a top plan v1ew of the ¢offinis’ shownv'i’

in Pig. 1;

Fig.3isa broken end elevamon v1ew of a g1 oup.

of coffins;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged broken.end sectlonal view.
showing the removable head mounted on. the end .
of the tubular coffin member before it is. perma- ‘

> ... ..B5 of our tdb‘ularl member 15. As shown in Fig. 4,

nerntly hermetically sealed;
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ber is formed by a tubular member 15 and two
closure heads- (6 and i1. We prefer to form
the tubular member in anoval shape because it
best fits the human body. It is supported against

“erushing vertical stresses from other coffins

stacked above it by longitudinally extending skid
members {8 and 19 and coacting longitudinally
extending stacking members 20 and 2f. The
small radius of the oval tube sides is admirably
adapted to withstand sidéwise stresses and bumps.
It will be obsérved that the skid members I8 and
i9 have ends i8s and (9s formed skidwise to
provide unobstructed skidding action. It will
further be observed that we have provided a
series of transverse openings 190 and 200 through
the skids and stacking members to permit re-
taining straps to be passed .around the .coffins
when stacked as will later be explained. We
further ‘provide three handle bracing members
22 on’each side of the casket and one on the
head 16, or seven in all, to which are bolted
handles 23 providing réady means to handle the
coffin. It will be observed that thesé handle
members 23 together with the brace members
22 provide effective bumping members which are
advantageous when the caskets are stacked.
Now referrinig to Figs, 4 and 5, we show the
construction of the removable head on ohe end
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we form a depressed bead i5b on the end of the
tube 1§ and a coacting flange i17 on the head (1.
Interposed between the flange {17 and the bead
150 is a synthetic rubber felt gasket I7g. From
the end of the flange {7f we pierce out six narrow
slots to provide alternate clamp sections and
straight sections... The head 17 is placed.on the
end of the coffin member ‘15. -Alternate sections
of the flange 171/ are hammered down to form
clamp sections {Te. Thus the head is effectively.
clamped and sealed to the bead {5b. It will be
understood that the head {6 is “permanently-
welded in the tubular member (5. The utilitarian:

o

-retainer members 29¢.
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and {9 by bolting through appropriate openings,
It will, therefore, be appreciated that the side
members 26 and 27 are securely mounted on the
tubular coffin {5 by bolts through the support
members 22 and the skid members (8 and 19.

Now referring to Figs. 6 and 7, we will explain
how the casket end members.28.and 29 are affixed
to'the:side casket members 25 ‘and 27 On'the in-
side of the end member 29 are affixed telescoping
These telescoping mem-
bers may be in multiple units to generally fol-

- lgw:the'contour of the side members 26 as clearly

coffin is now watertight and, in case of necessity,.

it can be floated in shore from the vessel to avoid-
the necessity of lightering.

When the coffin is at the gmvesuie and ready
to receive the body, the head iT can readily. be:
removed by prying up the narrow clamp members
{Tc. After the body has béen placed in the coffin,
the head i1is again motnted on the. tuhular
mémber {5 and thé flange 117 rolled’ over. the
head 18b by means.of a hand beading roll” where-
by the ‘fange is rolled in! position. as. shown. in
Fig, 5 withi ‘the héad hermetically sealed on.the
tubular member 18, This sealing Drocéss will’ be
done under government supervision and the coffin
sealed with proper government-idéntification. - It
is contémplated that this.ofhcial’ sealing of the
coffin will be a permanent seal and that the coffin
may; ot -again-be reopened Wlthout government
suthority.

Now referrmg to Flg 9, vie show a. shlppmg
package of four coffins bound togetlier. by. four
steel ‘straps 24; each securely. tensioned . by lock
fastenings 25. It will be. observed that the skid
members {8 and {9 are. securely positioned by the
stacking ‘members 20°and 21 with the four coffins
held.in secure abutiment by.the abutment of the
handles 23 supported on the members 22. It
will be observed that the strap 24 passes through'
the openings 186, 180, 200'and 2f¢ With the straps

1‘5

shown in Fig. 10. Because of the irregular shape
of.the. joining members, the coaction of the end

';membels 29-and 29¢ with the side member 26 will
effectively align the two members while the tel-

escoping member- 298¢ will hold the edge of the
end -member 29 in flat alignment with the side
member 26 as clearly shown in Fig. 6. ‘Two pairs
of draw screw brackets 31 and 32 are mounted on
the members 26'and 29; one 'niear. the top and one )
near-the bottom of the" members: Through. egch:
bracket is mounted ‘a’ draw screw 83 ‘which’ enters’
a’square nut’35 retained in a retainer cap 34; as
clearlyshown in Fig! 8. The nut 35 is only loosely ‘
held in the retainer cap 34° which may be’ hent
to retain the wut or may merely cover the nut,”
and the opening 347 in it is- considerably larger )

.-than the screw 33 in order to provide clearance”
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bearing on the tubular members. 15 against” the

outside contours of the structural members 18; 19,
29,21, 22" and 23 "Thus, multiplé. shipping. pack-
ages. of four coffins each.can. be stacKed one on
top of the other; or. abutting the ofHer, in an
absolute minimum of space.  Structural members-
mounted on thé coffin not only add great stiuc-

tural strength but act as effective. bumpers t6 pro= 5

tect: the thin' tubular .coffin’ from shibbing .dam-.
age.. It will, therefore, he appreciated that in.
our, utilitarian coffin, we Have provided a maxi-
mum of ‘strength Wlth minimum of weight with.

provisions for stacking. the .coffin.in an effectxve ;

shipping vackage of minimum dimensions..
Now . referring fo Figs. 10, 11,12 and" 13 we.
show our coffin’ covering members are moun’ced
over. the undecorative coffin to form’ an esthetic.
casket,  The. coffiin covering meibers consist of -
two side” membexs or panels 28 and.27; two.end:
mempers’ or panels” 28 and 29 and’ a cover
member or- panel 30. Although this ig" a” pre=
iefred construction; variations are ‘possible’ thh-
out. departing from . the spirit” of the - inven=
tion.
ber” 26 is - mounted in" abuttinig” relationship-
with the mermber 22 by ‘bolt and” washer. mem-
bers as shown. It will ' be” observed that when
the hfmale 23 i3 mounted over “the. casket side”
member 26, the' ha*ldle is'reversed to present the
rolled handle section 23k outwardly.
flangzes of the side members 2§ and 27 are fur-

a
<t
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As shown in Fig~ 10,° the" side” mem- .

“Thebottom

ther supported by a plurality. of brace members

36 mounted on the longitudinal skid members 18

%

”the handle 23 to provide a

50 that fine tolerances ars not required, thus per-
mitting the parts: 26 and 29 to’ be drawn securely”’
together with the parts 26 and29in perfect align-’
ment. Now again referring to Fig. 10° “we'use the

.-same design” of nut retainer bracket 24 to held

the nuts loosely in position and ‘to avoid. the ne~
cessu:y of fine alignment. between the handle. 23,
he side member 26 and its abutting  support”
member 22. It will, therefore, be’ observed and
appreciated that we- have provided’ structure.
W hereby the parts of our coffin and estheticcasket’
can he accurately assembled in relation to ‘edch
other without the necessity of accurate fitting of .
the bolting parts. Therefore, the casket can ‘be

-assembled-on the coffih and the handle reversed

in & minimumr of tima- and” wmh a minimum. of
labor: ’
Now referring to Figs: 115 12 and’ 13, 1t will be“_-
observed that the handles 23 have. been covered .
with decorative' members- 23¢; These decorative

“members 23c are made of light metal forthed to

have rearward extension(not shown) which coact,
with-the roll handle wmember 237 and ‘the upper "
sxtending lip 23%) “being snapped secursly over -
covering having a’ dee-
orative dppearance in keeping with “the- esthetic
appearance of ‘the assembled casket: We~ have )
already pointed” out “that' the handles 23 have
been reversed whemn the esthetic' casket: covering
mentbers. are mounted, therefore, the- finished"

“handles with the coverings.23¢ are mounted in

artistic relation with -the casket.

Now again referring to Fig., 10, it W1]1 be. ob-
served thab the.cover member 30 is’ mounted.
over the side and end ‘members 28, 21,28 and 28

“angd .is securely attached to. these membels by

self-tapping screws 30s to tie'all the casket mem- ]
bers together in a .unitar v casket of esthetm de- )
sign. )
From the foregoing it will e appreciated’ that"
we have provided a lightweight metal coffinof
great utilitarian value which may be securely™
stacked together in shipping packages: and trans=
ported with'a minimunrof- weight and ‘space and-
that this utilitarian coffin® carries” structural”’

‘members whereby casket members may “be’
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mounted thereon to provide an esthebic casket

of conventional design.

Having thus explained our invention, we now
claim as new:

1. In a burial receptacle for the human body,
a thin flexible metal tubular sealable coffin,
structural support members attached along the
length of the coffin adjacent its upper and lower
surfaces, coffin-enclosing casket-forming mem-
bers in the form of attachable panels, and means
for attaching the casket-forming members to said
coffin to give it the appearance of g burial casket.

2. In a burial receptacle for the human body, a
thin flexible metal tubular coffin, handle attach-
ing means on the sides of said coffin, handles re-
movably connected to said means, a plurality of
casket-forming members, structural stiffening
support members positioned -along each upper
and lower side of said coffin and to certain of
which said casket-forming members are attach-
able, said handle attaching means being adapted
to extend through certain of said casket-forming
members whereby in the assembled condition of
said coffin and casket-forming members said
handles may be attached exteriorly of said cas-
ket-forming members to brace and reinforce the
latter.

3. In a burial receptacle for the human body, a
generally tubular coffin, a plurality of casket-
forming panels attachable to said coffin, struc-
tural support members affixed to the coffin,
means for securing the casket-forming panels
to the structural support members, said casket-
forming panels comprising two side panels, two

end panels interfittingly connected to said side <

panels, and a top panel attached to and inter-
connecting the side and end panels, said panels
in their attached condition encompassing all
sides of said coffin except its bottom and giving
to said coffin a casket-like appearance.

4. In g burial receptacle for the human body, a
tubular coffin, a plurality of casket-forming
panels attachable to said coffin, structural sup-
port members affixed to the coffin, means for se-
curing the casket-forming panels to the struc-
tural support members, handle attaching means
disposed in aligned rows on each side of said cof-
fin, handles removably attached to said means,
said casket-forming panels comprising two side

panels, two end panels interfittingly connected ¢

to the side panels and a top panel attached to
and interconnecting the side and end panels, said
panels in their attached condition encompassing
all sides of said coffin except its bottom and giving
to said coffin a casket-like appearance, said han-

[
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dle attaching means heing adapted to extend
through certain of said panels whereby said han-
dles may be removed and after assembly of the
coffin and panels attached exteriorly of said
panels to reinforce the same, and decorative
pleces attachable to said handles in keeping with
the appearance of said panels.

5. In a burial receptacle for the human body,
a thin metal tubular coffin, coffin-enclosing cas-
ket-forming members, structural support mem-
bers affixed to the tubular coffin providing means
to skid and support the coffin and to support the
casket-forming members, and means to attach
the casket-forming members to the structural
support members to enclose the coffin.

6. In 2 burial receptacle for the human body,
a tubular and sealable coffin, coffin enclosing cas-
ket-forming members in the form of intercon-
nectable side, end and top panels, and means for
sttaching said panels to said coffin to give the
coffin the appearance of a burial casket.

7. In a burial receptacle for the human body,
a tubular and sealable coffin, reinforcing mem-
vers affixed to the underside of said coffin to also
function as skids, coffin-enclosing casket-form-
ing members, and means to attach the cas-
ket-forming members to the coffin to give the
coffin the appearance of a burial casket, said re-
inforecing members extending slightly below the
lowermost part of said casket-forming members
to support the entire assembly.

NICHOLAS L. ETTEN.
JOHN M. BEACH.
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