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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY O. DETERT, of
Louisville,in the county of Jefferson and State
of Kentucky, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Tack-Lifters, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion.

This invention relates to tools for drawing
either ordinary tacks or the double-pointed
tacks generally employed for securing mat-
ting to a floor.

Tack-lifters have heretofore been made in
which the blade will engage with one side of
a tack only, which is liable to break the head
of the tack, and in this style of lifter in order
to draw a tack the handle portion of the tool
must Dbe raised, thus placing the fulcrum-
point at the extreme end of the blade and re-
quiring a considerable power to draw a tack.
With this form of tack-lifter it is necessary
to engage it with a tack to run the hack edge
of the tool against the base-board of a room,
and as the base-board does not generally ex-
tend around all parts of a room, it is obvious
that the tool will be of little practical use, and
further, suchatool cannot be used forextract-
ing tacks remote from a base-board. Tack-
extractors have also been made with two sub-
stantially parallel jaws, and in which the ex-
treme point and the heel portion of the tool
form the fulerum-points, there being no floor-
bearing between these points. Thisdividing
of the fulerum is objectionable because if a
tack shall not have been sufficiently loosened
by the pressure on the first fulerum the power
required on the second fulerum will be sud-
denly and greatly increased.

The object of my invention is to overcome.

the above-noted objections and to provide a
tack-lifter that will operate successfully un-
der all conditions, or that may be applied to
a tack without regard to its location in rela-
tion to a base-board or other abutment.

I will describe a tack-lifter embodying my
invention, and then point out the novel fea-
tures in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a

tack-lifter embodying my invention asin use.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the tool. Fig. 3
is a plan view thereof. = Fig. 4 shows the tool
as engaged with a matting-tack, and Fig. 5
is a section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
shank of the tool, and A'isthe handle thereon.
From the ferrule end of the handle the shank
is curved laterally to the heel portion @ of the
lifting-blade, and from this heel portion o
the outer side of the Dblade is curved in the
opposite direction and extended to a point /.
By this construction it is obvious that when
it is necessary in order to.reach a tack to
move the point ¢ or any portion between a '
against a base-board the handle will be suffi-
ciently removed from the base-board to allow
room for the hand of an operator.

Between the points ¢ ¢’ the shank is widened
to form the substantially vertical blade a?,
which on the upper edge is gradually curved
or tapered to the point ¢’. Omn the base of the
blade o?, and extended at substantially right
angles thereto, or in a substantially horizon-
tal direction, is a blade B, terminating in a
rounded pointb. From the pointa' the blade
Bisinelined rearward and inward, and from
the point b it is also inclined rearward and
inward, forming a substantially V-shaped
noteh, and providing two jaws.

It will be seen that the edges of the jaws
are at nearly right angles, one with relation
to the other, thus providing a considerable
range of surfacefor finding and engaging with
tacks. The edges of the jaws are beveled
downward to an edge, and at the junction of
the two jaws an enlarged opening b’ may be
formed to engage around the shank of a tack.

The jaw o' is preferably longer than the jaw
b and terminates in a sharp point, so that it
may be inserted under the head of a tack lo-
cated close to a wall, and this long jaw is par-
ticularly adapted to pulling double-pointed
matting-tacks, as indicated in Fig. 4.

The under side of the horizontal blade is
curved longitudinally and rocker-like from
the front end to the heel, thus forming what
may be termed a ‘‘shifting fulcrum.” This
feature I consider of great importance, be-
cause when a tack is engaged with any part
of the jaws and the handle of the tool moved
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downvward the fulerum-point will begin im-
mediately in the rear of the tack, and on the
continued downward movement of the han-
dle the fulerum-point will gradually shift to-
ward the heel, thus requiring but compara-
tively little power to draw a tack from start
to finish.

Fig. 1 of the drawings fully illustrates the
operation of my invention, and a detail de-
scription thereof is not-deemed necessary.

Ilaving thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Lefters
Patent—

1. A tack-lifter, comprising a laterally-
curved shank portion, a vertical blade at the
end of said shank and extended to a point,
and a horizontally-disposed blade having a
noteh in its forward end, one edge of said
notch being at substantially right angles to
the other edge, whereby a broadly-diverging
notehis formed, as and for the purpose speci-
fled.

2. A tack-lifter, comprising a shank portion
broadened at its end to form a vertically-dis-
posed blade, and a horizontally - disposed
blade having a noteh in its front end forming
diverging jaws,one of said jaws being longer
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than the other and extended substantially to
a point, substantially as specified.

3. Atack-lifter, comprisingashank portion
broadened at its end to form a vertically-dis-
posed plate, and a horizontally-disposed plate
extended from the lower edge of the vertical
plate and having a notch in its front end form-
ing diverging jaws, the said horizontal plate
being curved on its under side from front to
heel to form a shifting fulerum, substantially
as specified.

4. A tack-lifter comprising a laterally-in-
clined shank having a vertically-widened end
portion, the side of whichisinelined reversely
to the incline of the shank, and a horizontally-
disposed blade provided with a nofeh in its
front end forming diverging jaws, one of
which is longer than the other and extended
to a point, and the under side of said hori-
zontal plate being longitudinally curved from
end to end to form a shifting fulerum, sub-
stantially as specified.

HHENRY O. DETERT.
Witnesses:
CHARLES L. TAVLOR,
J. W. McMULLEN.
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