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"MULTIPLE CAVITY VALVE PLATE WITH )
FLOATING SHOE FOR CONTAINER
LABELING APPARATUS"

X XENHE ( BIAZLH

A multiple port valve plate assembly (10) used witha vacuum drum in a
labeling apparatus. The valve plate (12) has a first stationary vacuum cavity (14) which is
supplied with one level of vacuum suitable for picking up a label segment from a cutter with
limited tension. Thevalve plate (12) has a second, floating cavity (62), supplied with another,
higher level of vacuum pressure suitable for griping the cut label segment as an adhesive is
applied to the label segment. The valve plate (12) has a third stationary vacuum cavity (20)
suitable for holding the label at a lower vacuum pressure while the label is transferred to a
container. Thethird cavity (20) may be further divided into a label application segment with
a lower vacuum pressure. A pressure port (24) is also provided adjacent the third cavity (20)

for releasing the label from the vacuum drum as it contacts the container.
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