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a citizen of the United States, residing at 

moved inwardly towards or outwardly from 

on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail, 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM. H. GERHARD, 

Austin, in the county of Travis and State of 
Texas, have invented a new and useful Fold 
ing. Bracket, for Desk-Telephones, &c., of 
which the following is a specification. 

he invention relates to improvements in 
brackets for telephones, etc. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of telephone brack 
ets, and to provide a simple, strong, inexpen 
sive, foldable telephone bracket adapted to 
be readily applied to a desk, and capable of 
ready adjustment to bring it in position for 
use or to arrange it out of the way when not 

USe. 

A further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a flexible foldable bracket adapted, when 
not in use, to be compactly arranged be 
neath the telephone or other article sup ported by it. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a telephone support adapted to be 
its folded position by exceedingly small ad 
justments, whereby a telephone, book, or 
other object may be arranged in a greater va 
riety of positions than heretofore. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing and pointed out in the claims hereto 
appended; it being understood that various 
changes in the form, proportion, sizes, and 
minor details of construction within the 
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawing:- Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a foldable telephone support, con 
structed in accordance with this invention, 
the telephone being shown in dotted lines. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of the outer 
portion of the telephone bracket or support. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 

perspective view of the rigid jaws of the 
clamp. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the adjust 
able jaw of the clamp. Fig. 6 is a detail per 
spective view of the attaching bracket. ; 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the drawing. 

1 designates a bracket, consisting of a ver 

tical plate, provided above and below its 
center with horizontally projecting lugs or 
ears 2, and having suitable perforations 3 for 
the reception of screws or other suitable 
fastening devices for securing the bracket to 
the desk or other support. The horizontal 
ears or lugs are provided with perforations 
for the reception of a vertical pivot 4, which 
hinges the inner end of a horizontal, flexible, 
supporting member 5 to the bracket 1. The 
attaching bracket 1 may consist of a casting, 
as illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
or it may be conveniently stamped or other 
wise formed from stout sheet metal or other 
suitable material. 
The horizontal supporting member is in 

the form of a section of a sprocket chain, and 
it consists of short upper and lower horizon 
tally disposed links 6 and 7, and vertical con 
necting pivots or pins 8, which pierce the 
links and connect the same in the usual man 
ner, similar to the pins or pivots of an ordi 
nary sprocket chain. The links of the chains 
are arranged with their pivots vertically dis 
posed so that each link can swing independ 
ently in a horizontal plane. The links 6 are 
arranged outside the inner links 7, which fit 
against the inner faces of the said links 6, as 
clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawing. 
The sprocket chain is adapted to swing bodily 
in a horizontal plane, and the links, which in 
practice will be about an inch long, more or 
less, are also adapted to Swing horizontally to 
lengthen or shorten the supporting member, 
which, while being flexible and foldable 
horizontally, is adapted to withstand a ver 
tical, torsional strain, and form a support for 
the telephone 9 or other object. The outer 
end of the sprocket chain receives a vertical 
bolt 10, which pierces the outer ends of the 
outer links and serves to secure the telephone 
clamp 11 to the sprocket chain. 

Although, in the accompanying drawing, a 
telephone clamp is illustrated, yet it will be 
apparent that the form of the clamp may be 
varied to adapt the foldable bracket to sup 
port a book or other object. The clamp, 
which is adapted to engage the base of an 
ordinary desk telephone stand, is composed 
of a pair of relatively rigid jaws 12 and an 
adjustable jaw 13. The jaws 12 and 13 are 
curved upwardly to embrace and engage the 
base of the telephone stand, which is securely 
mounted on the foldable telephone bracket, 
when engaged by the jaws of the clamp. The 
relatively rigid jaws 12 are provided with in 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

O 



LO 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

movement, means for attaching one end of 

2. 

tegral shanks 14, arranged at an angle to each 
other, and provided at their connected inner 
ends with a perforation 15 for the reception 
of the bolt 10. The adjustable jaw is pro 
vided with a shank having a slot 16, through 
which the bolt 10 passes and the shank is 
movable inwardly and outwardly to engage 
the clamp With and disengage it from a 
telephone, or other object, and to enable the 
clamp. to be applied to objects of different 
sizes. The upper end of the bolt 10 is pro 
vided with a head, and its lower end, which 
is threaded, receives nuts 17 and 18, by 
means of which the members of the clamp 
are securely retained in their relative ad 
justment and in engagement with a telephone 
or other object. c. 
The sprocket chain is adapted to be coiled 

around the fastening device 10 to fold it be 
neath the base of the telephone, whereby the 
latter and its supporting bracket may be 
compactly arranged at the end or other por 
tion of a desk. The chain is adapted to be 
stretched or adjusted a link at a time, where 
by it is susceptible of arrangement in a large 
variety of positions to enable the telephone, 
or other object supported by it, to be placed 
in the desired position. The telephone 
bracket may be swung from the top of a table 
or desk by means of a vertical pivot, which 
may be conveniently arranged in the form of 
a stand. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A foldable bracket for telephones, etc. 
comprising a flexible Supporting member con 
sisting of a sprocket chain composed of short 
Overlapped horizontal links arranged in pairs 
and having their pivots vertically disposed so 
that each link can Swing independently in a 
horizontal plane but is held against vertical 

the chain to a Support, and means carried by 
the free end of the chain for holding an ob 
ject. 

2. A foldable bracket for telephones, etc. 
comprising a flexible supporting member con 
sisting of a sprocket chain composed of short 
Overlapped horizontal links arranged in pairs 
and having their pivots vertically disposed so 
that each link can swing independently in a 
horizontal plane, means for attaching one 
end of the chain to a Support, and an adjust 
able clamp mounted on the free end of the 
Sprocket chain and carried by the same and 
composed of jaws having relative horizontal 
adjustment. . 

898,572 

3. A foldable bracket for telephones, etc. 
comprising a sprocket chain composed of 
links disposed in pairs and provided with ver 
tically disposed pivots so that each link can 
Swing independently in a horizontal plane, 
means for attaching one end of the sprocket 
chain to a support, an adjustable clamp car 
ried by the free end of the sprocket chain and 
consisting of relatively rigid jaws provided 
with connecting shanks arranged at an angle, 
and an adjustable jaw having a shank and a 
fastening device piercing the said shank and 
also connecting the pairs of links at the outer 
end of the chain. 

4. A foldable bracket for telephones, etc. 
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comprising a horizontally movable sprocket 
chain composed of links having their pivots 
vertically disposed so that each link can 
swing independently in a horizontal plane, 
means for attaching One end of the sprocket 
chain to a support, and an adjustable clamp 
composed of relatively rigid upwardly ex 
tending jaws provided with connected shanks 
arranged at an angle to each other, an up 
wardly extending adjustable jaw provided 
With a shank having a slot, and a fastening 
device extending through the slot of the ad 
justable jaw an through the connected ends 
of the shanks of the relatively rigid jaws and 
securing the same to and connecting the pairs 
of links at the outer end of the sprocket 
chain. 

5. A foldable bracket for telephones, etc. 
comprising an attaching bracket consisting 
of a plate having projecting lugs arranged in 
Vertical alinement, a horizontally movable 
sprocket chain composed of horizontal links 
arranged in pairs and having their pivots ver 
tically disposed so that each link can Swing 
independently in a horizontal plane, the pair 
of links at the inner end of the chain being 
connected to the said lugs, a vertical fasten 
ing device carried by and connecting the 
pairs of links at the free end of the sprocket 
chain, and a clamp secured to the sprocket 
chain by the fastening device and composed 
of relatively rigid jaws having integral shanks 
arranged at an angle to each other, and an 
adjustable jaw provided with a shank having 
a slot to receive the said fastening device. 

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. H. GER HARD. 
Witnesses: 

L. D. BROOKS, 
G. G. BISSELL. 
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