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To aid, whon, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, ABRAHAM L. SNEDEKER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Steu 
benville, in the county of Jefferson and State 

5 of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Puz 
Zle, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to that class of build 

ings known as labyrinths,” and has for its 
object to provide an inexpensive and durable 

Io structure of this character particularly de 
signed for erection and use in parks and other 
public places as an amusement device. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a labyrinth having a series of circuitous 
T5 passages and irregular paths gated or connect 

ed one with the other to form a complicated 
maze, several of the passages terminating 
blindly, with no apparent exit after leading 
in or out, so as to deceive or baffle the person 

2O attempting to leave the labyrinth, and with 
one of said passages continuous and leading 
from the entrance to a prize-chamber or com 
partment. . . 
A still further object is to provide the main 

25 passage leading to the prize chamber or com 
partment with a series of Swinging doors, and 
to furnish each person entering the labyrinth 
with a map or chart showing the disposition 
of the various passages and the prize-cham 

3o ber, said maps being numbered, so that the 
person finding his way to said chamber will 
draw a prize corresponding to the number of 
his map or chart. 
The invention consists in the construction 

35 and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended, it being 
understood that various changes in form, pro 

4O portion, and minor details of construction may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
principle or Sacrificing any of the advantages 
of this invention. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
45 a top plan view of a labyrinth constructed in 

accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal sectional view of the same, and 

chamber 6. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional detail view of the swinging doors. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor- 5o 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
ings. 

1 designates the labyrinth, which may be of 
any desired shape or contour, being prefer 
ably rectangular, as shown, and formed of 55 
metal, wood, or other suitable material, wire 
fencing being the preferred material employed 
in the construction of the device herein shown 
and described. The labyrinth consists of an 
outer or marginal wall 2, provided at one end 6o 
with a main entrance 2' and having the space 
inclosed within the marginal wall provided 
with a plurality of partitions 3, defining lon 
gitudinally-disposed paths or passages 4 and 
4, one of which communicates with a series 65 
of spirally-arranged passages 5, the inner ends 
of which terminate in a centrally-disposed 
covered chamber 6. All of the spirally-dis 
posed passages 5 lead blindly from the cen 
tral chamber 6, with the exception of the pas- 7 O 
Sage 7, said passage leading from the cham 
ber 6, in the direction indicated by the ar 
row, to the longitudinal passages 4 and thence 
to a prize chamber or compartment 8, pref 
erably located at a point adjacent the main 75 
entrance. A spring-door 9 normally closes 
the entrance to the passage 7, and a spring 
door 11, adapted to open in but one direction, 
affords a source of communication between 
one of the longitudinal passages 4 and the 8o 
terminal portion of passage 7, so as to per 
mit access to the prize-compartment without 
the necessity of passing through the central 

One or more diagonally-dis 
posed partitions or walls 12, defining passages 85 
13, are secured in any suitable manner to the 
partitions 3, and said walls or partitions, as 

: well as the partitions 3, are provided at suit 
able intervals with gates 14, arranged in 
alinement there with and preferably forming 9o 
a continuation of Said partitions. 
A transversely-disposed partition 15, form 

ing an entrance-passage 16, and an exit 17, is 
arranged on one side of the main entrance 2, 
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and a similar partition 18 arranged on the 
opposite side of said entrance, an outwardly 
swinging door 19 being pivotally mounted in 

O 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

the partition 18, as shown. A pair of spring 
actuated swinging-doors 20, connected by a 
sprocket-chain 21, are mounted in one of the 
longitudinal passages 4 at a point adjacent 
the door 19, the blades of each door being ar 
ranged at right angles to each other and 
adapted to make a quarter-revolution and re 
turn to their normal position when operated 
from either side. A compartment .22 is ar 
ranged adjacent the prize-compartment 8, 
the doors 23 of which are provided with 
combination locks or catches, (not shown,) it 
being necessary to open said doors and pass 
through the chamber 22 before access can be 
obtained to the prize-compartment. Several of 
the paths or passages are provided with turn 
stiles 24, which turn freely in one direction, 
but are locked against return movement, so 
as to prevent a person from returning after 
he has once entered said passages. Suitable 
boxes or stands 25 are arranged near the 
main entrance 2 and on either side thereof, 
adapted to be used as ticket-offices. 
From the foregoing description the con 

struction of the device will be readily under 
stood, and the operation thereof is as fol 
lows: Each person buying a ticket is fur 
nished with a chart or map showing the gen 
eral arrangement of the various passages, 
said maps being numbered and entitling the 
purchaser thereof to a correspondingly-num 
bered prize when he reaches the prize-cham 
ber. A person entering the labyrinth fol 
lows the direction indicated by the arrow in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings, passing through the 
longitudinal passage 4 and circuitous passages 
5 to the central chamber 6, thence through 
the door 9 and passage 7 to the longitudinal 
passage 4 and through the doors 20 by a cir 
cuitous passage to the chamber 22. After en 
tering the chamber 22 the person enters the 
Compartment 8, receives his prize, and passes 
through the turnstile and out through the main 
entrance. The prize chamber or compart 
ment may be reached without passing through 
the central chamber 6 by taking the longitu 
dinal passage indicated by the feathered ar 
row in Fig. 1 and passing through the door 
11 and passage 4 in the manner before de 
scribed. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. A labyrinth comprising a centrally-dis 
posed covered chamber and a plurality of spi 
rally-disposed walls or partitions defining pas 
Sages, said passages having their inner ends 
communicating with one side of the chamber 
and their outer ends terminating at different 
points. 

2. A labyrinth comprising a centrally-dis 
posed covered chamber and a plurality of spi 
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rally-disposed walls or partitions defining pas 
sages communicating there with, some of Said 
partitions being arranged within the chamber. 

3. A labyrinth comprising a centrally-dis 
posed covered chamber, a plurality of spirally 
disposed walls or partitions defining passages 
communicating with said chamber, and a door 
arranged within the chamber and adapted to 
normally close one of Said passages. 

4. A labyrinth comprising a centrally-dis 
posed covered chamber and a plurality of Spi 
rally-disposed walls or partitions defining pas 
sages communicating therewith, the inner ends 
of said passages being arranged in a straight 
line at one side of the chamber, thereby to dis 
tinguish their order and relation. 

5. Alabyrinth comprising a plurality of spi 
rally-disposed walls or partitions defining pas 
sages, the inner end of each of which termi 
nates in a common chamber, a compartment 
forming a terminus or goal, a path or passage 
forming a source of communication between 
the central chamber and the compartment or 
goal and a door adapted to normally close said 
paSSage. 

75 

6. A labyrinth comprising a compartment 
forming a terminus or goal, a chamber having 
a plurality of spirally-disposed passages com 
municating therewith, one of which commu 
nicates with said compartment, and a pair of 
oppositely-disposed swinging doors each pro 
vided with angularly-disposed blades pivotally 
mounted in said passage and adapted to nor 
mally close the same. 

7. A labyrinth comprising a compartment 
forming a terminus or goal, a chamber having 
a plurality of spirally-disposed passages com 
municating therewith, one of which commu 
nicates with said compartment, a door arranged 
within the chamber and normally closing said 
passage, and a turnstile disposed at the en 
trance to the compartment or goal. 

8. A labyrinth comprising a compartment 
forming a terminus or goal, a chamber having 
a plurality of spirally-disposed passages com 
municating therewith, one of which commu 
nicates with said compartment, and a pair of 
oppositely-disposed spring - actuated doors 
pivotally mounted in said passage and adapt 
ed to operate simultaneously to open or close 
the same. 

9. A labyrinth comprising a compartment 
or goal, a second compartment provided with 
a plurality of doors communicating therewith, 
a series of partitions defining a plurality of 
independent paths or passages, one of which 
commuuicates with the second compartment, 
and a pair of Spring-actuated doors pivotally 
mounted in Said passage and adapted to oper 
ate simultaneously to open or close the pas 
Sage. 

10. A labyrinth comprising a compartment 
or goal, a plurality of partitions defining a se 
ries of independent paths or passages some of 
which are false or blind and one at least leads 
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to the compartment or goal, gates pivoted in my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
some of Said partitions and forming continua- the presence of two witnesses. 
tions thereof, a turnstile disposed at the en- - RNT 
trance of the compartment or goal, and a door ABRAHAM L. SNEDEKER. 

5 adapted to normally close the entrance of the Witnesses: 
passage leading to said compartment or goal. LEWIS G. SINCLAIR, 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as BERT CHENEY. 

  


