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To all whom it may conce77. 
Beit known that I, ROBERT FILOCKE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Newark, 
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer 
sey, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Bags, Satchels, and Similar Articles, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to traveling bags, 

Satchels, and similar articles; and it consists 
in an improvement in means for holding the 
jaws of the bag or satchel frames open, when 
desired-as, for instance, when the bag or 
Satchel is to be packed for a journey, and also 
when it is to be unpacked, at which times it is 
desirable that the frame be distended and held 
open so as to expose the interior of the bag 
and give one free access to it. 
This improvement consists in a toothed block 

which is secured to one of the jaws of the frame 
at the end where the jaws are hinged to each 
other, the block being so situated that the pin 
of the hilge passes through it, the construction 
being such that the block constitutes in effect 
part of the hinge, the pintle passing through 
the block. The block has a recess on one edge, 
and at the ends of the recess are two teeth, one 
of which, when the frame is open, engages a 
slot in the free end of a spring-plate secured to 
the other jaw. When the frame is closed, the 
spring-plate bears on the rounded back of the 
block. On turning the jaws of the frame so as 
to open it, the recessed edge of the block turns 
with the jaw to which it is attached so as to 
bring its toothed and recessed edge opposite 
the spring, when the teeth or one of them on the 
block engages the slot in the spring-plate, and 
at the same time a part of the Spring-plate ad 
joining theslot falls into the recess of the block, 
and by these means the jaws are locked in 
their open position. When the jaws are to be 
closed, the spring-plate is pressed away from 
the block until it is freed from the tooth and 
recess of the block, and the jaws can be brought 
together again. 
The construction and operation of the de 

vice are shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a cross-section taken through the 
frame when closed, the dotted lines showing 
the frame half-Way open. Fig. 2 is a cross 
section taken through frame When fully open. 

Fig. 3 is a plan or top view of one end of the 
frame when fully open. Fig. 4 shows the 
Spring-plate detached. 

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts. 
The letter's A B designate the jaws of a bag 

or Satchel frame to which this invention is al 
plied. 
C is a toothed block, which is secured to the 

inner side of the jaw A, near its end, by means 
of a flange, D, which extends upward from the 
block and is riveted to the jaw A in such a 
position as to make the block co terminous with 
the end of the jaw. The block is further se. 
Cllred to its place by means of the hinge by 
Which the ends of the jaws A and B are col. 
nected and on which they turn, the pintle E of Said linge intersecting and passing through 
the block as well as through the ends of the 
two jaws. The block C is, substantially, a pro 
longation of the horizontal portion of the jaw 
A-that is to say, of that part of the jaw which 
passes within the Outer jaw, B, when the frame 
is closed, and consequently the block moves 
and turns with the jaw A, of which it forms a 
part. The block, C has upon one edge a recess, 
F, and two teeth, G H, at the ends of the re. 
cess. The Opposite edge of the block is round 
ed off So that it can be turned without meeting 
with much resistance from its contact with the 
Spring-Plate l. The Spring-plate I is secured 
by its upper end to the inner side of the ver. 
tical part J of the Outer jaw, B, in such a man. 
ner that its free end extends as far as the block 
C, against which it exerts a constant pressure. 
The free end of the Spring has a slot, K, cut in 
it, which receives the tooth H of the block when 
the block is tul'ned in the proper direction 
that is to Say, Whell the jaws A B are turned 
At the Salme time that the tooth H engages the 
slot K the Solid part of the Spring, or the part 
which extends from the slot to the end of the 
Spring, rises into the recess F of the block, the 
Spring, and the entrance of the solid end of the 
spring into the recess of the block being si. 
multaneous. This engagement of the lock 
and Spring-plate locks the two jaws in their 
open position. In order to close the jaws it 
is necessaly to Withdraw the spring-plate from 
the receSS of the block and from the tooth H. 

55 

65 

75 

85 

on their hinges so as to throw the frame open. 90 

entrance of the tooth H into the slot of the 95 

IOO 



IO 

2 339,052 

This is effected by pressing the free end of the 
spring-plate downward, the outer end of the 
spring-plate being formed with a thumb-piece, 
M, to give the proper bearing-surface. 
This improvement may be placed at each 

end of the bag-frame, if desired. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent, is 
1. The toothed block C, secured at the end 

of the jaw A of a bag or satchel frame, in com 
bination with the spring-plate I, secured to the 
outer jaw, B, the block C being placed on the 
pintle of the hinge which connects the two jaws 
to each other, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The combination of the block C, having 

a recess, F, and teeth G. H. on one edge, the 
hinge on which the said jaws and the block 
turn, substantially as shown and described. 

3. The jaw having a recessed and toothed 
prolongation beyond its hinged end, in com 
bination with the jaw Band the slotted spring 
plate I, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereofI have hereunto set my 
hand and seal in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

ROBERT FILOCKE. T. s. 
Witnesses: 

D. WAN SANT VOORD, 
W. H.AUFE. 
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