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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention relates to dry wall structures for use as 

room dividers or partition walls terminating short of the 
ceiling of the room, and resides in providing an inexpen 
Sive and attractive finishing cap for such walls which can 
be attached to the top rim of a wall with a minimum of 
labor. 

1-ama 

The present invention relates to wall structures of the 
type ending short of the ceiling of the room in which the 
Wall structure is installed. Such wall structures are widely 
used as partition walls or room dividers in offices, in 
dustrial buildings and also in homes. More particularly, 
the invention relates to dry wall structures which are 
constructed of suitably spaced upright studs secured to 
floor runners anchored to the floor. The studs which may 
include conduits for wires and pipes serve as supports for 
panels such as plaster boards, sheet rock boards and 
other boards conventionally used in structures of this type. 

Economic considerations demand that installation and 
disassembly of such room dividers or partition walls can 
be effected in a simple inexpensive and rapid fashion, the 
more so as installations of this kind are often not intended 
to be permanent but have to be relocated as the require 
ments of the occupants of the room change. Another de 
mand generally made on dividers or partition walls of the 
kind herein referred to is that they are smoothly and at 
tractively finished, especially when used in offices, pub 
lic rooms or private homes and that such smooth finish 
can be rapidly and inexpensively obtained. 

Accordingly, it is a broad object of the invention to 
provide a novel and improved wall structure of the gen 
eral kind above referred to, the sides and top rim of which 
present a smooth and attractive appearance and are 
capable of withstanding the wear and tear to which such 
structures are generally subjected. 
A more specific object of the invention is to provide a 

novel and improved wall structure of the general kind 
above referred to, the top rim and sides of which can be 
finished without requiring expensive components and with 
a minimum of labor. Labor saving is an important factor 
in today's building construction industry. 
The afore pointed out objects, features and advantages 

and other objects, features and advantages which will be 
pointed out hereinafter are obtained by Securing to the 
top rim of a divider or partition wall, after erecting the 
studs and securing the cover panels to the same, a chan 
nelled cap extending along the length of the wall. After 
securing the cap to the wall, the side branches of the cap 
are covered with a suitable finishing material Such as 
plaster or spackle so that the cap is smoothly faired into 
the outer surface of the cover panels and the fasteners 
such as nails used for securing the cap to the cover 
panels are concealed. 

In the accompanying drawing several preferred embodi 
ments of the invention are shown by way of illustration 
and not by way of limitation. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view, partly in Section, of a 

wall structure including a finishing cap according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the finishing cap; 
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FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a finished cap mounting 

on the top rim of the wall structure; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the cap secured to the 

wall structure; and 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view of a modification of the cap 

Secured to the top rim of the wall structure. 
Referring now to the figures in detail, the dry wall 

Structure as exemplified in FIG. 1, comprises a conven 
tional base runner 1 in the form of a channelled sheet 
metal Strip. This base runner should be visualized as being 
anchored to the floor in a conventional and suitable man 
ner. A plurality of lengthwise channelled studs 2 are 
Secured in upright position to the base runner. The studs 
may include openings 3 for pipe and wiring conduits. 
Cover panels 4 such as plasterboard panels, wallboard 
panels, etc. are fastened, for instance, by nailing to op 
posite sides of the studs. The structure as hereinbefore de 
Scribed is conventional and the invention is concerned 
with finishing the top rim of the wall. As pointed out be 
fore, the walls with which the invention is concerned are 
used as partition walls or room dividers and terminate 
short of the ceiling so that the top rim of the wall is 
eXposed. 

Applicant has found that the finishing of the top rim 
by the means as heretofore known for the purpose and in 
the manner customarily used, is time consuming and 
fairly expensive. 

According to the invention a finishing cap 10 is snapped 
upon the top rim. The finishing cap is formed of a chan 
nelled strip which has a generally U-shaped cross-section. 
It is made of sheet material, such as sheet metal of suit 
able gauge. The side branches 11 of the cap are prefer 
ably slightly inwardly slanted so that they engage the 
outer wall surfaces of cover panels 4 with a frictional 
grip. The corner edges at which the side branches 11 join 
the base Web 12 of the cap are formed with an outwardly 
protruding lengthwise bead 13. 
AS is shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the cap is mounted by 

simply Snapping it upon the top rim of the wall structure 
erected as described in connection with FIG. 1 thereby 
closing the open gap between cover panels 4 on opposite 
sides of the studs. The cap may be secured to the panels 
by any suitable means such as nails 15 driven through 
preferably pre-drilled holes 16 in the side branches 11 
of the cap. 
To finish the cap, hardening finishing material such as 

plaster or spackle is adhered to the spaces defined by 
beads 13 and is gradually faired into the outer wall sur 
face of cover panels 4. As can best be seen in FIG. 3, 
the finishing material fills a space of approximately tri 
angular or wedge shaped cross-section and covers the 
heads of nails 15 or of other fasteners used for securing 
the cap to the cover panels. The provision of beads 13 
facilitates the forming of a smoothly finished surface ex 
tending from the top level of the cap to the cover panels. 
The beads also serve as anchoring surfaces for the finish 
ing material. 

FIG. 5 shows a modification of the finishing cap which 
permits mounting of a glass panel 20 or other panel on 
the top of the wall structure as shown in FIG. 1. For 
this purpose a channelled member 21 is formed on the 
top side of web 12. This channelled member may be 
pressed directly out of the material of web 12 as it is 
shown in FIG. 5, or a separate channelled member may 
be secured, for instance, by riveting or soldering to cap 
10. Panel 20 is fitted in channel 21 and secured therein, 
preferably by interposing a cushioning layer 22 such as 
a U-channelled strip made of a soft plastic or other Suit 
able material. 
While the invention has been described in detail with 

respect to certain now preferred examples and embodi 
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ments of the invention, it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art, after understanding the invention, that 
various changes and modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, and 
it is intended, therefore, to cover all such changes and 
modifications in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A wall structure of the general kind described, com 

prising in combination: 
(a) a floor runner; 
(b) a plurality of upright studs secured to said floor 

runner spaced along the same; 
(c) cover panels secured to said studs on opposite 

sides thereof in parallel relationship and spaced 
from each other to define air spaces therebetween, 
the upper edges of said panels defining the top rim 
of the wall structure; 

(d) a channelled finishing cap fitted upon said top rim 
along the length thereof, the side branches of said 
cap straddling the outside of the panels in pressure 
engagement therewith on both sides of the studs, 
said cap having along each of its upper edges an 
outwardly protruding bead and mounting on the 
outer side of its base web a generally U-shaped chan 
nel upwardly protruding from said web with the 
open side of the channel facing upwardly for mount 
ing a partition wall in said channel; 

(e) fasteners protruding through the side branches of 
the cap into the panels to secure the cap to the panels; 
and 

(f) a layer of hardened finishing material adhered to 
the outside of each side branch of the cap and the 
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respective bead, the thickness of said layer being 
gradually tapered from the beads toward the outer 
wall surface of the respective cover plate to conceal 
said fasteners and to form a smooth transition Sur 
face from the beads of the cap to the cover panels. 

2. A wall structure according to claim 1, wherein the 
side branches of the cap are slightly inwardly slanted in 
reference to each other to engage the cover panels with 
a springy grip. 
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