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[57] ABSTRACT

A rifle comprises a rifle barrel having a muzzle end
and a breech end having a substantially tapered sur-
face tapering toward the breech end as it extends radi-
ally outward. The breech end also has an externally
threaded hollow cylindrical axial projection adapted
to be threadedly coupled in the internally threaded fir-
ing chamber of the receiver of the rifle. This permits
different caliber rifle barrels to be removably mounted
on the same receiver.

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures

3




PATENTEDHAY 201975 | 3,883,977




3,883,977

1
RIFLE

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a rifle.

Obijects of the inventions are to provide a rifle of sim-
ple structure which utilizes selected different caliber
rifle barrels to be utilized with the same stock, which
barrels may be coupled to the stock with simplicity, fa-
cility, rapidity and convenience.

In order that the invention may be readily carried
into effect, it will now be described with reference to
the accompanying drawing, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a view, partly in section, of part of the rifle
of the invention,

FIG. 2 is a view, partly in section, taken along the
lines I—II of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a view, partly in section, of some of the parts
of FIG. 1, disassembled.

In the Figures, the same components are identified by
the same reference numerals.

The rifle of the invention has a receiver 1 (FIGS. 1
and 3) having an internally threaded firing chamber 2
(FIG. 3) and a substantially planar end surface 3 (FIG.
3). The firing chamber 2 opens into the end surface 3,
as shown in FIG. 3.

In accordance with the invention, a rifle barrel 4
(FIGS. 1, 2 and 3), which has a muzzle end (not shown
in the Figures), has a breech end § (FIGS. 1 and 3), op-
posite the muzzle end. The breech end 5 of the rifle
barrel has a substantially tapered surface 6 (FIGS. 1
and 3) tapering toward the breech end of the barrel as
it extends radially outward. The breech end S of the
barrel also has an externally threaded hollow cylindri-
cal axial projection 7 (FIGS. 1 and 3).

The projection 7 of the breech end 5 of the rifle bar-
rel 4 is adapted to be threadedly coupled in the firing
chamber 2, thereby permitting different caliber rifle
barrels to be removably mounted on the same receiver
1 and stock.

In accordance with the invention, a split ring 8
(FIGS. 1 and 2) is adapted to be mounted on the pro-
jection 7 of the rifle barrel 4. The split ring 8 is inter-
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posed between and abuts the surface 6 of the rifle bar-
rel 4 and the end surface 3 of the receiver 1, as shown
in FIG. 1, thereby aligning the barrel in the receiver.

As shown in FIG. 1, one axial surface 9 of the split
ring 8 is tapered in correspondence with the surface 6
of the rifle barrel 4. The other axial surface 10 of the
split ring 8 is substantially planar in correspondence
with the planar surface 3 of the receiver 1, as shown in
FIG. 1. A bolt 11 may be utilized to secure the free
ends 12 and 13 of the split ring 8 to each other, as
shown in FIG. 2, to tighten the split ring in position.

While the invention has been described by means of
a specific example and in a specific embodiment, I do
not wish to be limited thereto, for obvious modifica-
tions will occur to those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A rifle having a receiver having an internally
threaded firing chamber and a substantially planar end
surface, the firing chamber opening into the end sur-
face, said rifle comprising

a rifle barrel having a muzzle end and a breech end

having a substantially tapered surface tapering to-
ward the breech end as it extends radially outward
and an externally threaded hollow cylindrical axial
projection adapted to be threadedly coupled in the
firing chamber thereby permitting different caliber
rifle barrels to be removably mounted on the same
receiver; and

a split ring adapted to be mounted on the projection

of the rifle barrel and interposed between and abut-
ting the breech end of the rifle barrel and the end
surface of the receiver thereby aligning the barrel
in the receiver, one axial surface of the split ring
being tapered in correspondence with the breech
end of the rifle barrel and the other axial surface of
the split ring being substantially planar in corre-
spondence with the planar surface of the receiver,
the split ring having a smooth inner surface, and
further comprising bolt means for securing the free
ends of the split ring to each other to tighten the
split ring in position.
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