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(57) Abstract: A pedestal comprising (i) a pedestal base (51, 52) whose upper surface defines at least two pairs of open channels,
& (ii) horizontal lower support members (21) placed in the channels, and (iii) at least one block component (1) which is fitted slidably
over one or more of the lower support members. Two or more block components can be used together, and upper support members
can be placed in channels in the upper surfaces of the block components so that they are at right angles to the lower support members.
The pedestals are particularly useful in the catering and hospitality industry for supporting food and beverage containers, tableware,
flower vases and sculptures.
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Title Block Pedestal

Background.

This application claims priority from US Provisional Application No. 60/789,548,
filed April 4, 20086, and is related to US Publication No. 2004/0124324 and US Patent
No. 6,688,573, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference.

This invention relates to pedestals. The term "pedestal” is used herein to denote
a structure which can be placed on a horizontal surface to support objects placed on
top of, or at intermediate levels of, the pedestal. For example, pedestals are used in
the catering and hospitality industry to support serving dishes, containers, platters,
trays, jugs, glasses, bottles, cutlery, ice sculptures and flower vases at positions chosen
for functional and/or decorative reasons.

US Publication No. 2004/0124324 discloses pedestals comprising a pedestal
base and a plurality of parallel support members slidably fitted into channels in the
upper surface of the pedestal base. The pedestal base can for example be (i) a hollow
tube having the channels in its upper periphery, (ii) two or more separate or interlocking
wall members which together provide the channels, or (iii) a single member having an
undulating upper surface, the upper surface having the channels therein, and the
undulations being such that the upper surface of the member, viewed from the side, is
horizontal or corrugated.

Summary of the Invention.

We have discovered, in accordance with the present invention, novel pedestals,
and novel pedestal components. In normal use, the pedestals of the invention
comprise one or more generally vertical components and one or more generally
horizontal components. The references herein to vertical, horizontal, top, bottom, upper
and lower assume that the pedestal is being used normally. However, the invention
includes the possibility that the pedestal is in a different orientation, and the terms
vertical and horizontal are used to include variations from the strictly vertical and strictly
horizontal directions which do not have any substantial effect on the function of the
components in question.

In a first preferred aspect, this invention provides a novel pedestal which
comprises
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(1) a pedestal base having a horizontal upper surface which defines at least
two pairs of open channels (referred to herein, for identification purposes, as
"base channels"),
each pair of base channels being sized and spaced so that a straight suppart
member of constant cross section (referred to herein, for identification purposes,
as a "lower support member") can be slidably fitted into the pair of base
channels, with a midsection of the lower support member lying between the base
channels and having an open space underneath it, and
the pairs of base channels being placed so that, when a lower support member
is fitted into each pair of base channels, the lower support members are
horizontal and parallel to each other;
(2) a plurality of horizontal lower support members, each lower support
member being slidably fitted into one of the pairs of base channels; and
(3) a component (referred to herein, for identification purposes, as a "block
component") which has
(i) ' a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section
(as hereinafter defined), and
(i) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising at least one recessed section and at least
one projecting section, the recessed and projecting sections being shaped
and located so that the block component fits slidably over at least one of
the lower support members.

In a second preferred aspect, this invention provides a novel component which is

suitable for use as a block component in a pedestal according to the first aspect of the
invention, and for other purposes, the component having

@) a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section (as
hereinafter defined), and

(i) top and bottom surfaces,

the bottom surface comprising at least one recessed section and at least one
projecting section, the recessed and projecting sections being shaped and
located so that the bottom surface can be slidably fitted over at least one straight
horizontal support member, or can be slidably fitted into a horizontal open
channel in a component of a pedestal, and

the top surface comprising at least one recessed section and at least one
projecting section, the recessed and projecting sections being shaped and
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located so that at least one straight horizontal support member can be slidably
fitted over or into the top surface.
In some embodiments, the top surface comprises a plurality of open channels (referred
to herein, for identification purposes, as "block channels") which are shaped and
located so that horizontal upper straight support members can be placed paraillel to
each other in the channels. Preferably, ali the block channeis have the same
dimensions. Preferably, the block channels are equally spaced from each other. In
some embodiments, the upper surface is a mirror image (about the horizontal plane) of
the inner surface, or such a mirror image which has been laterally displaced (for
example, if both surfaces comprise channels, the channels in the upper surface can be
directly over the channels in the lower surface, or can be staggered in relation to the
channels in the lower surface).
Iin a third preferred aspect, this invention provides a novel pedestal
which comprises
(1) = a pedestal base which comprises
(a) a component (referred to herein, for identification purposes, as a
“base component”) which has
(i) a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-
section having a horizontal width w, and a height h, w being at
least 10 times h,
(i) a horizontal dimension, |, measured at right angles to the
width, which is at least 10 times h and is the same as or different
from w, and
(iii)  a horizontal upper surface which includes a plurality of
straight open channels (referred to herein, for identification
purposes, as "base channels”), and/or straight projections (referred
to herein, for identification purposes, as "base projections"); and
(b)  a plurality of components (which are referred to herein, for
identification purposes, as "auxiliary components", and which can
optionally be block components as used in the first preferred aspect of the
invention), each of the auxiliary components having a horizontal top
surface and a horizontal bottom surface,
the bottom surface being fitted slidably into one of the base channels or
over one of the base projections, and
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the top surface comprising a plurality of open channels (referred to
herein, for identification purposes, as "auxiliary channels") shaped
and located so that a plurality of straight support members (referred to
herein, for identification purposes as "auxiliary support members.")
can be placed horizontally and parallel to each other in the auxiliary
channels; and

(2)  a plurality of horizontal auxiliary support members, each auxiliary

support member being slidably fitted into a first auxiliary channel in one of

the auxiliary components and a second auxiliary channel in another auxiliary

component.

In a fourth preferred aspect, this invention provides a novel pedestal component
as defined in the third preferred aspect of the invention. These novel base components
are also useful for other purposes, for example to provide the base of a pedestal which
is not as defined in the third preferred aspect of the invention.

In other aspects, this invention provides (A) a kit comprising components for
assembling a pedestal, the pedestal being a pedestal as defined in the first or third
preferred aspect of the invention; (B) a method of making (1) a pedestal as defined in
the first or third preferred aspect of the invention, and/or (2) a pedestal comprising a
component as defined in the second or fourth preferred aspect of the invention, the
method comprises placing, preferably manually placing, the pedestal components
together, in a desired configuration (the component preferably being secured to each
other only by gravitational forces, including the weight of any objects placed on the
pedestal); and a method of displaying objects which comprises placing, preferably
manually placing, the objects on a pedestal, the pedestal being (1) a pedestal as
defined in the first or first preferred aspect of the invention, and/or (2) a pedestal
comprising a component as defined in the second or fourth preferred aspect of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the Summary of the Invention above, and in the Detailed Description of the
Invention below, and in the accompanying drawings, reference is made to particular
features of the invention. It is to be understood that the disclosure of the invention in
this specification includes all possible combinations of such particular features. For
example, where a particular feature is disclosed in the context of a particular aspect, a
particular embodiment, or a particular Figure, that feature can also be used, to the
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extent appropriate, in the context of other particular aspects, embodiments, and
Figures, and in the invention generally.

The term "comprises” and grammatical equivalents thereof are used herein to
mean that other elements (i.e. components, ingredients, steps etc.) are optionally
present. For example, a pedestal "comprising” (or “which comprises") components A, B
and C can contain only components A, B and C, or can contain not only components A,
B and C but also one or more other components. The term "at least" followed by a
number is used herein to denote the start of a range beginning with that number (which
may be a range having an upper limit or no upper limit, depending on the variable being
defined). For example "at least 1" means 1 or more than 1. The term "at most”
followed by a number is used herein to denote the end of a range ending with that
number (which may be a range having 1 or O as its lower limit, or a range having no
lower limit, depending upon the variable being defined). For example, "at most 4"
means 4 or less than 4. When, in this specification, a range is given as " (a first
number) to (a second number)" or "(a first number) - (a second number)", this means a
range whose lower limit is the first number and whose upper limit is the second number.
For example, "from 8 to 20 mm" or "8-20 mm" means a range whose lower limit is 8
mm, and whose upper limit is 20 mm. The terms “plural” and "plurality” are used herein
to denote two or more than two items.

Where reference is made herein to "first" and "second" elements, this is
generally done for identification purposes; unless the context requires otherwise, the
first and second elements can be the same or different, and reference to a first element
does not mean that a second element is necessarily presenf (though it may be
present). Where reference is made herein to "a" or "an" element, this includes the
possibility that there are two or more such elements (except where the context excludes
that possibility). Where reference is made herein to two or more elements, this includes
the possibility that the two or more elements are replaced by a lesser number or greater
number of elements providing the same function (except where the context excludes
that possibility). The numbers given herein should be construed with the latitude
appropriate to their context and expression; for example, each number is subject to
variation which depends on the accuracy with which it can be measured by methods
conventionally used by those skilled in the art.

Some of the components used in this invention are defined as having "a
substantially constant generally rectangular core cross-section”. Those components
are also defined as having recessed and projecting sections and/or channels in their
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top and/or bottom surfaces. The term "core cross-section” is used herein to denote the
largest-area cross-section which can be drawn by four straight lines within the actual
cross-section of the component. The term "generally rectangular core cross-section” is
used herein to denote any core cross-section which has a closed perimeter and which
is rectangular or which provides the same functionality as a rectangular cross-section.
Thus, the generally rectangular core cross-section can, for example, be a square; a
rectangle whose height is substantially greater than, e.g. at least twice, its width; a
rectangle whose height is substantially less than, e.g. less than 0.5 times, its width; a
parallelogram; a trapezium; or a circle or an oval which has been modified so that the
cross-section has flat top and bottom surfaces. The component can be solid, or it can
contain one aor more voids. The term "substantially constant” in the term "substantially
constant generally rectangular core cross-section” means that the cross-section is
constant, as is generally preferred, or varies (regularly or irregularly) in a way which
provides the same functionality, and optionally the same appearance, as a constant
cross section.

Pedestal Bases for Use in First Preferred Aspect of the Invention

The pedestals of the first preferred aspect of the invention include a pedestal
base and a plurality of support members, both as defined above. In some
embodiments, the pedestal base and/or the support members are for example as
disclosed in Publication No. US 2004/0124324 or one of the other documents
incorporated by reference herein. In other embodiments, the pedestal base comprises
a base component according to the fourth preferred aspect of the invention.

Block Components.

The pedestals of the first preferred aspect of the invention include a block
component as defined in the first preferred aspect of the invention, and that block
component can optionally be a novel block component according to the second
preferred aspect of the invention. All the block components have a bottom surface
which comprises at least one recessed section and at least one projecting section. The
novel block componénts have a top surface which comprises at least one recessed
section and at least one projecting section, and which preferably comprises comprising
a plurality of block channels.

In some embodiments, the pedestal includes first and second novel block
components, which may be the same or different, and a plurality of horizontal upper
support members, each upper support member being slidably fitted into a block channel
in the first block component and a black channel in the second block component. The
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upper support members can for example be at an angle, preferably a right angle, to the
lower support members. In some embodiments, at least some, preferably all, of the
upper support members are the same as at least some, preferably all, of the lower
support members. In some embodiments, at least one, preferablyl all, of the upper
support members and/or at least one, preferably all, of the lower support members are
as disclosed in US Publication No. 2004/0124324). In some embodiments, at least two,
preferably all, of the upper support members and/or at least two, preferably all of the
lower support members extend upward from the channels in which they are fitted, so
that one or more additional block components and/or one or more pedestal bases as
disclosed in US Publication No. 2004/0124324 can be slidably located on the upwardly
extending poﬁions of the support members.
Optional Features of the Bottom Surface of the Block Component

The bottom surface of the block component can optionally have one or more of
the following features.
(A1) It comprises a single elongate projecting section and two elongate recessed
sections, one on each side of the projecting section, so that the component can be
slidably fitted over a pair of adjacent straight and paraliel support members, with the
projecting section between the support members and the recessed sections resting on
the support members.
(A2) It comprises a plurality of projecting sections, the number of projecting sections
being n, and a plurality of recessed sections, the number of recessed sections being
from n-1 to n+2, so that the component can be fitted, preferably slidably fitted, over a
plurality of adjacent straight, parallel and equispaced support members, with at least
some of the projecting sections extending downwards between a pair of adjacent
support members and at least some of the recessed sections resting on a support
member. In one embodiment, there are two projecting sections, and three recessed
sections, and the projecting sections are positioned and shaped so that the block
components can be placed in a number of different orientations over a plurality of
parallel straight support members, for example so that the channels in the block
component are at right angles to, or parallel to, or at an angle (e.g. about 45°) to, the
support members. The projecting sections can for example have a round cross-
section, or a regular polygonal, e.g. octagonal, cross-section.
(A3) It comprises two projecting sections and a single recessed section between the
two projecting sections, so that the component can be slidably fitted over a single
straight support member or over a plurality of straight and parallel support members,
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with the recessed section resting on the support member or support members, and the
projecting sections extending downwards adjacent to the side of a support member.
(A4) The bottom surface of the component comprises a single projecting section and
two elongate recessed sectians, one on each side of the projecting section, the
projecting section having a cross-section, e.g. a round cross-section, which enables it
to rotate and to slide between a pair of adjacent straight and parallel support members,
so that the component can be slidably and rotatably fitted over a pair of adjacent
straight and parallel support members, with the projecting section between the support
members and the recessed sections resting on the support members. The ability of the
component to rotate can be through 360° or through some smaller angle, and the
component can comprise stops or other means which enable a user to set the angle at
a desired value and/or to recognize when the angle is at a desired value.

(AB) Itis suchthat the cémponent can be slidably fitted over a support member or a
plurality of support members as disclosed in US Publication No. 2004/0124324.

(AB) The projecting section or, if there is a plurality of projecting sections, at least one
of the projecting sections, can be removed from the remainder of the intermediate
component, and can optionally be replaced in the same or a different location in the
intermediate component.

Optional Features of the Top Surface of the Block Component

in the pedestals of the first preferred aspect of the invention, the top surface of
the block component can be of any kind. It can for example be planar, e.g. so that it
can support tableware, or it can have a non-planar configuration which fulfills a desired
functional or decorative purpose. In the preferred novel block components of the
second preferred aspect, the top surface comprises a plurality of block channels such
that horizontal upper straight support members can be placed parallel to each other in
the block channels. The block channels can for example have one or more of the
following characteristics.

(B1) They are shaped and located so that it is possible to place a plurality of upper
support members in the block channels so that the upper support members are at an
angle, preferably at a right angle, to the lower support member or members over which
the bottom surface of the component can be fitted; for example the block channels are
at right angles to the projecting section or sections forming part of the bottom surface of
the component.

(B2) The distance between the block channels is substantially the same as the width
of the projecting section or sections on the bottom surface.

8
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(B3) The height and/or width of the block channels in the top surface is substantially
the same as the height and/or width of the recesses in the bottom surface.
(B4) At least some, preferably all, of the block channels are such that support
members as disclosed in US Publication No. 2004/0124324 can be slidably fitted
therein.
(B5) There are 2 to 8, e.g. 3 to 6, for example 5, channels.
(B6) They are rectangular (including square) in cross-section.
(B7) The block channels are sized and positioned, and the bottom surface of the
component is configured, so that, if two upper support members are placed in two
adjacent block channels, an identical block component can be slidably fitted over two
upper support members.
Other Optional Features of the Block Component
(C1) The component has block channels in its upper surface and has at least one of
the following features
(i) a core cross-section which is rectangular (including square),
(ii) the ratio of the width to the height of the core cross section is from 0.5:1 to
1:40, e.g. 1:1 to 1:6, for example 1.5:2 to 1:4,
(i)  the area of the core cross section is 2 to 16, e.g. 3 10 8, in.2 (1300 to
10,000, e.g. 2000 to 5000, mm?), and
(iv) the componentis 3 to 20 inches (75 to 500 mm), e.g. 4 to 10 inches (100
to 250 mm), long, and/or 1 to 6 inches (25 to 151 m, e.g. 1.5 to 3 inches (38 to
75 mm wide, and/or 0.5 to 8 inches (12 to 200 mm), e.g. 1 to 4 inches (25 to 100
mmy} high.
(C2) The component does not have block channels in its upper surface and has at
least one of the following features
(i) a core cross-section which is rectangular,
(ii) the ratio of the width to the height of the core cross section is from 4:1 to
40:1, e.g. 10:1 to 30:1, for example 6:1 to 2:1, '
(i)  the area of the core cross section is 2 to 16, e.g. 3 to 8, in.2 (1300 to
10,000, e.g. 2000 to 5000, mm?), and
(iv)  the componentis 3 to 20 inches (75 to 500 mm), e.g. 4 to 10 inches (100
to 250 mm), long, and/or 1 to 6 inches (25 to 151 m, e.g. 1.5 to 3 inches (38 to
75 mm wide, and/or 0.5 to 8 inches (12 to 200 mm), e.g. 1 to 4 inches (25 to 100
mm) high.
(C3) The sides of the component are free of channels.
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(C4) The component comprises (i) a bottom portion which provides the bottom
surface, and (ii) a top portion which provides the top surface and which is rotatably
connected to the bottom portion, so that when the bottom portion is fitted over one or
more support members, the top portion can be rotated relative to the bottom portion.
The ability of the top and bottom portions to rotate can be through 360° or through
some smaller angle, and the component can comprise stops or other means which
enable a user to set the angle at a desired value and/or to recognize when the angle is
at a desired value.
Pedestals.

One example of a pedestal according to the first aspect of the invention is a
pedestal wherein

(A) the pedestal base comprises one or more pedestal bases, e.g. a

pedestal base as disclosed in US Publication No. 2004/0124324,

(B) the number of the pairs of base channels in each pedestal base is

from 3 to 6;

(C) the number of the lower support members is from 3 to 6;

(D) each of the lower support members is a straight support member

slidably fitted into one of the pairs of base channels;

(E) all the lower support members have the same cross section; and

(F) the top surfaces of all the lower support members lie in the same

horizontal plane. '

Anocther example of a pedestal according to the first aspect of the invention
is a pedestal which comprises

(A) a pedestal comprising first and second spaced-apart wall members,

each wall member having a horizontal upper surface which defines 3-6 open

base channels, the open base channels defining 3-6 pairs of open base

channels, each pair comprising an open base channel in the first member

and an open base channel in the second member;

(B)  3-6 straight lower support members which are (i) parallel to each

other, (ii) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal plane, and (jii)

have the same crass section; each lower support member being slidably

fitted into one of the pairs of open base channels, with a midsection of the

lower support member lying between the base channels and having an open

- space underneath it;

(C) ablock component which has

10
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) a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section,
and
(i) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising two recessed sections and a projecting
section, the projecting section lying between two adjacent lower support
members and the recessed sections resting on the two adjacent  lower
support members, and
the top surface comprising a plurality of open block channels; and
(D) 3-6 straight upper support members which are (i) placed parallel to each
other in the block channels, (ii) are at right angles to the lower support
members, (iii) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal plane,
and (iv) have the same cross section, each of a support member being
slidably fitted into one of the block channels.
Such a pedestal can for example further comprise
(E) a third wall member which is higher than the first and second wall
members and has a horizontal upper surface which defines a plurality of
open base channels into which are slidably fitted the upper support
members.
Alternatively or additionally, such a pedestal can for example further comprise
F) a second pedestal base which comprises third and fourth spaced-
apart wall members, each wall member having a horizontal upper surface
which defines 3-6 additional open base channels, the additional open base
channels defining 3-6 pairs of open base channels, each pair comprising an
open base channel in the third member and an open base channel in the
fourth wall member;
(G) 3-6 straight additional support members which are (i) parallel to each
other, (ii) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal plane, and (iii)
have the same cross section; each additional support member being slidably
fitted into one of the pairs of open base channels defined by the third and
fourth wall members, with a midsection of the additional support member
lying between the base channels and having an open space underneath it;
and
(H) asecond block component which has
(i) a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section,
and
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(ii) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising two recessed sections and a projecting
section, the projecting section lying between two adjacent additional
support members and the recessed sections resting on the two adjacent
additional support members, and
the top surface comprising a plurality of open block channels into
which are fitted the upper support members.

The Third and Fourth Preferred Aspects of the Invention

The fourth preferred aspect of the invention is a base component for a pedestal,
for example a pedestal according to the third preferred aspect of the invention. The
base component has an upper surface which includes a plurality of base channels. The
bottom surface of the base component can be planar, so that it can be placed on a flat
horizontal surface, or can be configured so that it is located on top of other components
of a pedestal. The base channels serve to locate pedestal components which are
placed on top of the base component, for example block components as discussed
above.

The base components of the fourth aspect of the invention can optionally have
one or more of the following characteristics.

(D1) Each of the length | and the width w is at least 20 times, e.g. at least 40 times,
the thickness h.

(D2) Itis sufficiently rigid to remain substantially planar when it is placed on an
irregular generally horizontal surface.

(D3) The base channels have a depth substantially equal to the depth of a projecting
section on the bottom surface of a block component, or a lesser depth, for example
0.04 t0 0.25 inch (1 to 6 mm), e.g. 0.04 to 0.125 inch (1 to 31 m).

Reference is now made to the Figures, which are diagrammatic and not to scale,
and in which the same reference numerals are used to denote the same or similar
features. Each of Figures 1-17 and 20-22 shows a block component 1 which has a top
surface comprising a plurality of channels 15 and a bottom surface comprising one or
more recessed sections 13 and one or more projecting sections 12. Figure 5 is a side
view of the block component shown in Figure 1. Figures 6 and 7 are plan and side
views of a block component which can be slidably and rotatably fitted over a pair of
support members. Figure 8 is a plan view of a block component having an upper
portion 17 and a lower portion 18 which are rotatably connected to each other through -
connection 3, and Figure 9 is a plan view of the component of Figure 8 after the upper
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portion has been rotated through 90°. Figures 10-12 are plan views of a block
component including two projecting sections 12, each of circular cross-section, spaced-
apart from each other so that the block component can be placed on the same set of
support members in three different orientations, with the block channels of the block
component being parallel to, at right angles to, or at an angle of about 45° to, the lower
support members. Figures 13 and 14 are side and end views of the block component
shown in Figures 10-12. Figures 15, 16 and 17 are plan, side and end views of a
pedestal of the invention. In Figures 15-17, the lower support members 21 are slidably.
supported by a pedestal base comprising two separate wall members 51 and 52 each’
having base channels in the upper surface thereof, and one end of the set of upper
support members 22 is slidably supported by a wall member 53. Figures 18 and 19
show a block component having a planar top surface and a bottom surface having a
single recessed section 13 and two projecting sections 12. In Figures 1-4, 10-12 and
15-19, the block component is slidably fitted over a set of parallel straight lower support
members 21, which are fitted into base channels of a pedestal base (not shown). In
Figures 4 and 18, the two central lower support members 21 could be omitted without
changing the-functioning of the block component 1, but might be useful for other
purposes. In Figures 20-22, the block component is slidably fitted into channels 51 of a
base component 5 according to the fourth preferred aspect of the invention, thus
forming (together with the base component 5 and the upper support members 22) a
pedestal according to the third preferred aspect of the invention. In Figures 1-4, 15-16
and 20-22, a set of parallel straight upper support members 22 is slidably located in the
channels 15.
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CLAIMS

3.

A pedestal which comprises
(1) a pedestal base having a horizontal upper surface, the upper surface
defining at least two pairs of open base channels,
each pair of open base channels being sized and spaced so that a straight lower
support member of constant cross section can be slidably fitted into the pair of
base channels, with a midsection of the lower support member lying between the
base channels and having an open space underneath it, and
the pairs of base channels being placed so that, when a straight lower support
member is fitted into each pair of base channels, the support members are
horizontal and parallel to each other;
(2) a plurality of horizontal straight parallel lower support members,
each lower support member being slidably fitted into one of the pairs of base
channels; and
(3) a block component which has
() a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section,
and
(ii) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising at least one recessed section and at least
one projecting section, the recessed and projecting sections being shaped
and located so that the block component fits slidably over at ieast one of
the lower support members.
A pedestal according to claim 1 which cdmprises
(a) first and second said block components, the top surface of each of the
block components comprising a plurality of open block channels; and
(b) at least two straight upper support members, the upper support
members being parallel to each other, and each upper support member
being slidably fitted into a first block channel in the first block component and
a second block channel in the second block component.
A pedestal according to claim 1 wherein the block component is fitted over at

least two of the lower support members, and the top surface of the block

component is substantially planar.,

4..

A pedestal according to claim 1 wherein

14
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(A) the pedestal base comprises first and second spaced-apart wall
members, each wall member having a horizontal upper surface which
defines 3-6 open base channels, the open base channels defining 3-6 pairs
of open base channels, each pair comprising an open base channel in the
- first member and an open base channel in the second member;
(B) the number of the lower support members is from 3 to 6, the lower
support members (i) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal
plane, and (ii) have the same cross section; and
(C) the bottom surface of the block componént comprises two recessed
sections and a projecting section, the projecting section lying between two
adjacent lower support members and the recessed sections resting on the two
adjacent lower support members, and
the top surface of the block component comprises a plurality of’open block
channels; and
the pedestal further comprises 3-6 straight upper support members which are (i) placed
parallel to each other in the block channels, (ii) are at right angles to the lower support
members, (iii) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal plane, and (iv) have
the same cross section, each of the upper support members being slidably fitted into
one of the block channels.
5. A pedestal base according to claim 4 which further comprises a third wall
member having a horizontal upper surface which defines a plurality of open base
channels into which are slidably fitted the upper support members.
6. A pedestal base according to claim 4 which further comprises
(D) a second pedestal base which comprises third and fourth spaced-
apart wall members, each wall member having a harizontal upper surface
which defines 3-6 additional open base channels, the additional open base
channels defining 3-6 pairs of open base channels, each pair comprising an
open base channel in the third member and an open base channel in the
fourth wall member;
(E) - 3-6 straight additional support members which are (i} parallel to each
other, (ii) have top surfaces which lie in the same horizontal plane, and (iii)
have the same cross section; each additional support member being slidably
fitted into one of the pairs of open base channels defined by the third and
fourth wall members, with a midsection of the additional support member
lying between the base channels and having an open space undereath it;
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(F)  asecond block component which has
)] a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section,
and
(ii) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising two recessed sections and a projecting
section, the projecting section lying between two adjacent additional
support members and the recessed sections resting on the two adjacént
additional support members, and
the top surface comprising a plurality of open block channels into
which are fitted the upper support members.
7. A pedestal component which is suitable for use as a block component in a
pedestal as defined in claim 1 and which has
)] a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section, and
(ii) top and bottom surfaces,
the bottom surface comprising at least one recessed section and at least one
projecting section, the recessed and projecting sections being shaped and
located so that the block component can be fitted slidably over at least one
horizontal straight support member, or can be slidably fitted into a horizontal
open channel in a component of a pedestal, and
the top surface comprising a plurality of block open channels which are shaped
and located so that horizontal upper straight support members can be placed
pardllel to each other in the channels.
8. A pedestal component according to claim 7 wherein the bottom surface
comprises a single longitudinal projecting section and two longitudinal recessed
sections, and the top surface comprises a plurality of open block channels into
which can be fitted support members at right angles to the projecting section.
9. A pedestal base component which has
) a substantially constant, generally rectangular core cross-section
having a horizontal width w, and a height h, w being at least 10 times h,
(i) a horizontal dimension, |, méasured at right angles to the width,
which is at least 10 times h and is the same as or different from w, and
(itiy  a horizontal upper surface which includes a plurality of straight
open base channels, and/or a plurality of straight base projections.
10. A pedestal which comprises
(1)  apedestal base component as defined in claim 9,
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(2) a plurality of auxiliary components, each of the auxiliary components

having a horizontal top surface and a horizontal bottom surface,
the bottom surface being fitted slidably into one of the base channels or
over one of the base projections of the pedestal base component, and
the top surface comprising a plurality of auxiliary open channels
shaped and located so that a plurality of straight auxiliary support
members can be placed horizontally and parallel to each other in the
auxiliary channels; and

(3)  a plurality of horizontal auxiliary support members, each auxiliary

support member being slidably fitted into a first auxiliary channel in one of

the auxiliary components and a second auxiliary channel in another auxiliary

component.
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