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7'o all nivhom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DANIEL KOPs, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing in the 
borough of Manhattan, city, county, and 
State of New York, have invented an Im 
provement in Apparel Corsets, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improve 

ment in apparel corsets, and more par 
ticularly to the construction of the up 
per front portion of the garment in order 
to provide a corset garment adapted to ac 
commodate the fleshy portion of the body 
lying immediately over the central portion 
of the diaphragm. As is generally under 
stood, the use of the present relatively low 
busted corset garment causes an accumula 
tion of flesh over the diaphragm which, if 
not otherwise provided for will extend over 
the upper edge of the garment. I am aware 
that heretofore various forms of corset gar 
ments have been devised in attempts to pro 
vide a means for receiving, retaining and 
molding this superfluous flesh which i accu 
mulates over the diaphragm, but so far as 
I am aware none of these, including the 
garments which I have made for this par 
ticular purpose, have proven entirely satis 
factory. In the present instance, however, 
I believe I have found a way to successfully 
overcome the difficulty heretofore encoun 
tered in constructing a corset garment to sat 
isfactorily take care of this superfluous flesh 
providing a pocket for the same and at the 
same time including in the structure a yield 
ing support which permits the upper front 
portion of the garment to assume various po 
sitions depending upon the position of the 
body of the wearer and will not in any po 
sition cause the upper edge of the garnment, 
particularly at the central portions thereof 
where the front steels are employed to dig 
into the body, the structure being such, for 
example, that in a sitting position wh?re 
the greater pressure is applied to the front 
portion of the garment there will be a cor 
respondingly greater tension exerted due 
to the increased yielding effect, maintaining 
the relative positions between the upper 
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edge of the garment and the body to pre 
vent the garment from digging into the 
body. 

In çarrying out the invention the gar 
ment in which the same is incorporated is 
preferably made in the usual corset body 
halves and the front portion of each half is built up of sections, the upper longitudinal 
edges of which are so formed, connected 
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and stayed, as to provide a concave portion . 
forming sa pocket in the garment, and over 
lying this pocket or a portion thereof, and 
extending from the front steel section an 
appreciable distance rearwardly there is a 
yielding tension strap employed for the 
purposes hereinbefore indicated. I 
All of this will be hereinafter more par 

ticularly described in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings in which — 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating 
the garment made in accordance with m 
present invention. ' . 

Fig. 2 is an elevation on an enlarged 
Scale of the inner side of the upper front 
portion of the garment. 

Fig. 3 is a section on line 3—3, Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is an elevation similar to Fig. 2, 

showing the outer side of the garment. 
Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic plan illustrating 

the form in which the sections of the gar 
ment are cut to form the upper front, por 
tions thereof, and - 

Fig. 6, is a section on line 6—6, Fig. 2. Referring to the drawing the garment 
made in accordance with this invention is 
preferably a two part garment, that is a 
gament a made e in the usual corset body 
halves, although, as will be understood, it 
may be possible to incorporate the inven 
tion in a closed back garment. In either 
event the invention in the present case re 
lates more particularly to the construction 
of the upper front and side portions of 
the garment to yieldingly and satisfactorily 
provide a pocket for the reception of the 
flesh which accumulates over the diaphragm 
and a construction in which this is accom 
plished without causing the upper front 
edge of the garment digging into the body 
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in any position that the same may assume. 
As is customary the garment is provided 
with front steels 10, one of which is fitted 
with a series of spaced studs i 11 adapted 
to be received in a corresponding Series of 
similarly placed sockets 12, the studs 11 
being connected to one steel and the sockets 
to the other steel so that these parts may 
be connected in securing the garment on sp 
the body in the usual manner. Both front 
sections of the garment are similarly con 
structed and for this reason but one of them 
will be hereinafter specifically described. 
The front and side of each portion of 

the garment is built up from a plurality 
of sections of material. As indicated in 
Fig. 5, 13 designates the front steel sec 
tion, 14 and 15 the adjacent front sections 
and 16 the side section. I The corset steel 
is secured in the front steel section Î3 in 
the usual manner at the forward edge there. 
of. The opposite edge of this front steel 
section 13 at the upper end is slightly con 
vex as indicated at 17. The upper por - 
tion of the longitudinal edge of the adjacent 
Section 14 is curved, that is the edge is cult 
on a convex line 18. The upper portion of 
the opposite longitudinal edge of the sec 
tion, 14 is similarly cut along the line in 
dicated at 19 and the adjacent upper longi 
tudinal edge portion of the section 15 is 
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also similarly cut as indicated at 20. The 
edges of these sections are connected by 
stitching in the usual manner, and in view 
of the cutaway portions made by the curved 
edges as described the upper edge of the 
garment formed by these members when 
conn?cted will be relatively shorter than 
the portions immediately below the same. 
This difference in the circumferential length of these parts of the garment 
increases downwardly to predetermined 
points, for example as indicated at 21 and 
22 when the parts of the garment are again 
contracted by the edges of the sections be - 
ing so cut as to cause this condition, thus 
there is provided a pocket indicated at 23 
in Fig. 6, the Same constituting a relative 
ly concave portion in the garment at the 
upper front section thereof. Also as in 
dicated in Fig. 5, the upper edges of the 
Sections 15 and 16 are cut away as indicated 
at 24 and 25 respectively. 

In Securing these parts of the garment 
together the lines of stitching by which 
the Sections 13 and 14 are connected is in 
dicated at 26 and this part of the garment 
may be reinforced with suitable stays in 
dicated at 27. The lines of stitches by 
which the sectionis 14 and 15 are connecter 
are indicated at 28 and this portion of the 
gal'ment may also be reinforced by suitable 
stays indicated at 29. The lines of stitches 
by which the sections 15 and 16 are con 
nected are indicated at 30 and the lines of 
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Stitches by which the side section 16 is con 
nected to the adjacent back section 31 are 
indicated at 32. 

Together with the feature hereinbefore 
described in carrying out the invention I 
also employ in each front portion of the 
garment at the upper edge thereof a yield 
ing tension strap. This, as illustrated, com 
rises a section 33 of inelastic or unyield 

ing material and a section 34 of elastic or 
yielding material. Adjacent ends of these 
portions of the strap are suitably connected 
along lines of stitching indicated at 35. The 
forward end of the strap is connected to 
the front steel section along a line of stitch 
ing indicated at 36. This line of stitching 
36 may be coincidental with the line of 
stitching 26 by which the sections 13 and 
14 are connected to one another. At its 
upper edge the strap is secured to the upper 
edge of the galement by suitable lines of 
stitching extending from the 

is that at which the cuta Way portion at 
the upper end of the section 15 begins. At 
its opposite end the strap is Secured to the 
garment along the line of stitching 39 which 
is preferably coincident with the line of 
stitching 32 by a which the side section 16 
is connected to the adjacent back section 31. 
Furthermore, as illustrated in the drawing 
the inelastic or unyielding portion of the 
strap may be reinforced at its upper and 
lower edges by being made of a double, 
thickness of material or otherwise, the re 
inforced portion of this part of the strap 
åt the upper edge being indicated at 4:0) 
and that at the lower edge being indicated 
at: 41. It is to be noted that the upper edge 
of the garment at the front thereof ex 
tends an appreciable distance above the up 
per ends of the front steels, as clearly in - 
dicated in Figs. 2 and 4 of the drawing, 
and that the same may be provided with 
an eye 42 attached to one front edge and 
adapted to be engaged by a suitable hook 
attached in a corresponding position to the 
other front edge. 
Although the manner in which the lower 

front portion of the garment as constructed 
forms no part of my present invention, I 
have illustrated agarment in which the 
front steel and adjacent sections are pro 
vided with extensions 43 fitted at their lower 
edges with hose supporters 44. The gar 
ment as illustrated also includes self-reduc 
ing straps 45 and 46 connected in the gar 
ment, in the usual manner and provided re 
Spectively adjacent their upper forward 
ends with Series of eyelets 47 and 48 adapted 
to be engaged by suitable studs 49 and 50 
in adjusting the Self-reducing straps to po 
sition, these studs 49 and 50, as is custom 
ary, being connected to the lower front por 
tions of the front steels of the garment. 

point 37 in 
the line of stitching 36 to a point 38 which 
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The corset also includes a skirt member 51, 
the front portions of which are extended as 
indicated at 52 and preferably secured to 
the distant edges of the self-reducing straps 
along lines of stitches 53, although the con 
struction may be otherwise, and at their 
forward edges the front extensions of the 
skirt and the self-reducing straps are fitted 
with the usual hose supporters 54. 

In the garment as hereinbefore described 
the stay member 27 is so placed as to be 
substantially parallel with the front steel, 
while the stay member 29 is placed in the 
garment diagonally. Both these stay mem 
bers extend from the upper edge of the gar 
ment which is appreciably above the upper 
edge of the front steel and the pocket or 
concavity formed by the front seçtions of 
the garment as hereinbefore desc?ibed ex 
tends from a point appreciably below the 
upper front clasp of the garment to the 
upper edge thereof so that in the use of 
the garment the upper ends of these stay 
members are curved to assist in supporting 
the flesh contained within the pockets or 
concavities. The upper edges of the front 
and side sections of the garment are cut 
away as indicated at 24 and 25 and the overlying yielding strap is employed to 
maintain the upper portion of the front of 
the garment close to the diaphragm section 
of the body and to prevent the upper edge 
of the garment from digging into the body 
as hereinbefore stated. It will also be noted 
that the inelastic or unyielding portion of 
the strap tapers from the front to the side 
of the garment and the central portion of 
this portion of the strap is V-shaped by 
virtue of the edge reinforcements as herein 
before described. 

In the use of the garment as hereinbefore 
described the pockets or concave portions 
provided in the upper front sections are 
adapted to receive the flesh which accumu 
lates over the diaphragm of the body of the 
wearer, and this is yieldingly supported, 
molded to position and maintained in place 
within the garment by the overlying and 
yielding straps as described, it being appar 
ent that even in a sitting position when the 
greatest pressure is placed upon the upper 
front portion of the garment the increased 
pressure will cause an increased tension to 
provide the necessary support and at the 
same time to permit the garment to yield 
so that there will be no cutting or digging 
at any portion of the upper front edge 
thereof. 

I claim as my invention : 
1. In an apparel corset and in each front 

portion thereof, a front steel section, adja 
cent sections, the said adjacent sections hav 
ing convex upper edges along which they 
are connected to provide a concavity in the 
upper front portion of the garment adja 

cent, the , front steel section, and a yielding 
strap - overlying a portion of the said sec 
tions at the upper end thereof, the ends 
only of the said yielding strap being con 
nected to the garment whereby the strap 
co-operates with the upper portions of the 
said adjacent : sections in which the said 
concavity is. provided to support the flesh 
of the wearer within the said concavity in 
the garment. 

2. In an apparel corset and in each front 
portion thereof, a front steel section, adja 
cent front steel sections, and a side section, 
the said sections having convex longitudinal 
edges at their upper portions, the said 
edges being connected by lines of stitching 
to form a concavity therein at the upper 
portion of the garment adjacent the said 
front steel, the upper edges of the said 
sections and the adjacent front steel sec 
tion being also cut away ni for a predeter 
mined distance, and a yielding strap con 
nected at its ends only in the garment and 
extending over a portion of the upper ends 
of the Said sections and the cutaway upper 
edge thereof to support the flesh lying with 
in the said concavity in the garment. 

3. In an apparel corset and in each front 
portion thereof, a front steel section, adja 
cent front sections, and a side section, the Said sections having convex longitudinal 
edges at the upper portions thereof which 
are connected by lines of stitching to form 
a concavity in the upper front portion adja 
cent the said front steel. Section, the upper 
edges of the side sections and the said front 
section being also cut away for a prede 
termined distance, and a strap comprising 
an inelastic front portion and an elastic 
rear portion, the inelastic portion of the 
strap being connected at one edge only to 
the front steel Section and the elastic por 
tion of the strap being connected at one 
edge only to the said side section so that 
the strap overlies the upper portions of 
the said sections of the garment to coact 
with the concavity formed therein to sup 
port the flesh of the body at the upper 
front portion of the garment. 

4. In an apparel corset and in each front 
portion thereof, a front steel section, adja 
cent front Sections, and a side section, the Said sections having convex longitudinal 
edges at the upper portions thereof which 
are connected by lines of stitching to form 
a concavity in the garment adjacent the 
said front steel section, the upper edges of 
the said side sections and adjacent front 
section being also cut away for a prede 
termined distance, and a strap comprising 
an inelastic front portion and an elastic 
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rear portion, the portions of the strap be 
ing connected and the inelastic portion of 
the strap being connected at one edge to 
the front steel Section and along its upper 
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edge to the adjacent upper edge of the front 
section to that point therein at which the 
Said cutaway portion begins and the said 
elastic portion of the strap being connected 

5 to the said side section, the i strap being 
otherwise disconnected from the garment 
whereby the said strap overlies the cutaway 
portion and the part of the upper portions 

of the said front and side sections coacting 
therewith to support the flesh of the body 10 
lying in the said concavity at the upper 
front portion of the garment adjacent the 
front steel section thereof. . . . W " , ; 

Signed by me this 10th day of March. 
1923. . . · 

DANIEL KOPS. 


