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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL EVANS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINbIS.

CHANGEABLE SIGN.

1,1179,360.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Samuer Evans, a sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, and a resi-
dent of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Changeable
Signs, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to signs which are
adapted to be built up, said signs being
made of suitable characters, said characters,
or the space surrounding them, being made
of translucent and opaque plates; and
frames; said made up signs, being disposed
so as to obtain light thereon, from the rear
thereof.

The object of this invention is to obtain a
sign which will have a finished appear-
ance; which will bring into bold display the
characters therein; which will invite atten-
tion to said sign; and which will permit easy
and quick changing of the characters dis-
played.

A further object is to obtain a sign which
is provided with a frame forming an ele-
ment thereof suitable to the character or
style of the characters forming elements of
the sign; and a sign which will not, except
to those familiar with the art, disclose that
it is a built up sign.

Iurther objects are set forth in the speci-
fications and claim.

I have illustrated a sign embodying this
invention by the drawing accompanying
and forming a part hereof in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of a frame
placed in front of a box, in position for use.
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a portion of a
device embodying this invention. Fig. 8 is
a_vertical section of said device, and of
plates suitable for characters thereon, placed
therein. Fig. 4 is a horizontal section on
line 4—4 of Fig. 2, viewed in the direction
indicated by the arrows. TFig. 5 is a vertical
section on line 5—5 of Fig. 2, viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrows; and Fig.
6 is a vertical section on line 6—6 of Fig. 2,
also viewed in the direction indicated by the
arrows. TFig. T is a perspective of a plate
provided with a character thereon, dupli-
cates of said plate provided with suitable

characters thereon forming the sign de-

signed to be displayed in this device. Fig.
8 is a perspective of a plate of translucent
material designed to form a backing of the
plate which is illustrated in Fig. 6. Figs.
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2 and 3 are on an enlarged scale from TFig.
1; and the remaining figures of the drawing
are on a yet larger secale.

A reference letter applied to designate a
given part indicates said part throughout
the several figures of the drawing, wherever
the same appears. ‘ ‘

X is a box; and the device embodying
this invention forms the front of said box,

A, are metal U-shaped bars forming the
bottom, top and side bars of the device,

B is a horizontally disposed bar which is
substantially midway between the top and
bottom bars A, and extends from one side
bar A te the other thereof.

C are horizontally disposed bars which
are parallel to the top and bottom bars A,
and extend from one of the side bars A to
the other one thereof.

D are vertically disposed bars, placed in
the same plane as are bars C, and extend-
ing between bars C and from bars C to the
top and bottom bars A.

E are horizontally disposed bars, in the
same plane as are bars A and C, and D, and
extend from the vertical bar D at one end of
the device to the like vertical bar D at the
other end thereof. .

F are vertically disposed bars, which ex-
tend from bars C to bars A, and between
said bars C and E.

G, G* are sheets or plates of colored, or-
namental glass, which are translucent. The
several plates G, G, are built in between
the several bars, and said bars are of opaque
material,

H are H-shaped bars which are vertically
arranged in a plane back of the plane in
which the bars A, B and C are placed. Bars
H are of opaque material, and the front

faces thereof are of the same color as are

the front faces of the plates I, (see Fig. 7),
surrounding the character J. The plate T
(or at least the character J thereon) is sub-
stantially transparent, and is usually made
of clear glass, with the part surrounding
and forming the character thereon is cov-
ered with opaque material, as japan, or black
paint. )

K is a plate of translucent material; and
is shown as of white glass or poreclain.

By inspection of Fig. 8 it will be seen
that plate I is of such length, as compared
with the depth of the pockets formed by
bars H, that two of said plates may be
placed in each of said pockets; one thereof

60

65

70

80

90

95

100

1056

110



t

o2

= , 1,117,860

resting on the other, and that the upper
edge of the lower plate I and the bottom
edge of the upper plate meet in buck of the
horizontally disposed bar B, with the lower
one resting on bar H.

In maling up a sign in this device the re-
quired sheets I are placed in the pockets
therefor, and the plates K are placed in said
pockets back of said plates I.  The color of

the plates K thus determines the color of

the characters forming the sign, when light
is dirvected on the frame, (including the
sign) from within the box X.

In the device herein described the sign

5 consists of two lines; one line being formed

by the lower row of plates I and the other
by the upper row.

T claim—

In a device of the kind described, a skele-
ton frame comprising vertical and horizon-

tal bars of opaque material, arranged to
form a relatively large central opening and
marginal openings surrounding said cen-
tral opening, a plurality of colored glass
plates in said marginal openings; an opaque
bar horizontally disposed intermediate the
upper and lower edges of said central open-
ing; vertical recessed bars arranged behind
and across said central opening to form
pockets; opaque plates provided with trans-
parent characters arranged in said pockets,
there being two plates in each pocket, one
above the other with their meeting edges
back of said intermediate horizontal bar,
and a translucent plate arranged in each
pocket behind said character bearing plates.
SAMUEL EVANS.
In the presence of— '
Cmaries TurNEr Browx,
Cmaries B. HusroN.
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