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The invention relates to bassinets and the
like; more particularly to flexible fabric cases for
attachment o the frames of bassinets and other
basket-like containers. :

I% Is 2 leading object of my invention to pro-
vide & repiaceable saniiary slip case of improved
construction which ean be laundered fist and
which will assume & basket-lks form for use on
rafiroad tralns, in hotels and hospitals, on steame
ships, in motor ¢ars or in pignes.

4 further chjest iz ic provide o slp case of
the character describerd which can be made from
& single piece of fiat rectangular maierial withe
out wasie.

My invention has besn developad with special
reference to bassinets or eribs which are adapted
for use in stendard Pullman cars. The railvoads
today have made no_ general provision for the
accommodation of bables in sleeping cars, and it
has been s particulbr object of my Invention io

provide such accormmodation in the form of o

bassinet which can be securely mounted in g
Pullman berih and which is specifically contrived
to permit ready rveplacement of a sanitary fabric
case in which the baby may be carried both when
the berth is made up for sleeping and when 1t hes
been made up for daytime occupancy.

Other objects and advantages of my invention
will appear ss the description proceeds.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my preferred
form of sleeping case, as designed for use in Pull-
man cars, planes or other vehicles.

Fig. 2 Is a plan view of the rectangular piece of
fabric from which the slip case of Fig. 1 is con-
structed. .

Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate two of the ways in
which the slip case of Fig. 1 may be used, Fig. 3
showing the case as applied to a supporting
frame and erected for use on & Pullman Sest
made up for daytime occupancy, and Fig. 4 show-
ing the case mounted on the same frame snd
erected for use on a Pullman berth when made
up for sleeping.

In accordance with my invention a slip case is
made from a double sheet of flexible fabric ma-
terial such as heavy cotton cloth, the construce-
tion being such that when the case is flattened
out it is of generally rectangular form (Fig. 1)
with closed sides and open ends, the two layers
of the double sheet being separable from one an-
other throughout substantially thelr entire
length and breadth, whereby the case can assume
the form of an open-ended tube or envelope which
can be drawn over & supporting frame. I prefer

to form this case from & single piece of flexible
fabric material of rectangular form such as shown
in Fig. 2. In fact; it is one of the advantages of
my invention that the case ean be made from
such o rectangular plece of material virtually

- without waste.
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With reference to Fig. 2, the blank from which
the slip case is formed may be considered as
consisting of two sections which will be the outer
and inner sections of a double walled bassines
when completed and erecied for use, namely an
inner section § and an outer section § joined o
g fold lins 7. The material is cut or slit af @
and 9§ in substantisl alignment with fold line 7,
these culs exiending inwardly from the outer
edges of the blank $o points {8 and {{. Pairs
of transverse cuis {2 and (3 extend from the
sides of cuier section 8 inwardly to meet fold
lines (4 and {8 at substantially righit angles
thereto. The corner portions {6 and {7 defineg
by the cut and fold lines described are folded
about their respective fold lines 14 and {5 and
secured te form end panel pockets 8, 16. The
width of the corner or flap portions 6, {7 pref-
erably is somewhat greater than one-half the
distance between fold lines {8, so that there will
be enough material to form pleats at the sides
of the pockets. The small triangular portions
such as shown at 20 may be folded back against
the body of outer section § along fold lines 2
and secured thereto to avoid raw edges and to
provide clearance for the vertical members of 3
supporting frame to be described. The folding
over of the corner portions 6§ and (7 to form
the pockets {8, {9 likewise provides corner notches
in the outer section § of the case to permit con-
venient mounting on a supporting frame.

The outer edges 22, 23 of the blank are brought

't‘ogether and stitched or otherwise secured to

form an open ended envelope with projecting
flaps 24, 25 at each end. Suitable bindings may
be applied as at 26, 27 ete. and reinforcing tapes
applied, as may be desired. Securing elements,
such as eyelets 28, are provided along edges of
one or both of the pairs of flaps 24, 25 for attach-
ing the ends of the flaps in position on a sup-
porting frame. Other kinds of securing elements
can be used if desired, such as ties, snap fasten-
ers, zippers, buckles and so on.

As representative of one form of supporting
frame to which my slip case can be applied, I
have illustrated in Fig. 4 a frame consisting of &
rectangular hoop 29 which defines the upper
edge of a bassinet, with upright supports 39 pive
otally attached thereto at the corners of rectan-
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gular hoop 28. These vertical supports can con-
veniently be formed from a single piece of metal
rod or strip bent into the form of a U and having
lateral extensions 31 adapted to extend under-
neath a mattress such as indicated by the dot-
dash lines at M in Fig. 4. Suitable corner braces
32 may be provided to hold the frame in erected
position, these braces being pivotally secured to
the uprights as at 33 and having projections at
their endg arranged to slip into an opening in
member 29 (or into any one of & series of open-
ings according to whether the frame is to be set
up in the manner indicated in Fig. 4 or in that
indicated in Pig. 3) so that the angle of the sup-
porting members can be adjusted for either a
horizontal or inclined position as may be desired.
When the corner braces are detached, the frame
can be folded £at, to be stored in an out-of-the-
way place or for convenience in carrying.

When the slip case is to be drawn on or off the
supporting frame, the frame members 38 can be
extended outwardly in line with member 29, per-
mitting the case to be slipped over the frame like

a sleeve. Then members 30 can be brought either -

into the position shown in Fig. 3 or that shown in
Pig. 4, and the flaps 24, 26 secured to the frame
or secured together over the top of the frame.
It will be observed that when erected for use, the
slip case has a bottom panel, side and end panels.
The two layers of the double sheet (inner and
outer sections 5 and §) are attached to one an-
other only along their edges, being freely separ-
able along the corners 3&-which mark the junc-
tures between the bottom and side panels, This
construction permits the case to be drawn on and
off the supporting frame, and also provides a very
strong construction because the inner and outer
sections 5 and § of the slip case adjust them-
selves around the upper edges of the frame in
such a way as to distribute the load fairly uni-
formly between the two sections,

The utility pockets at the ends of the bassinet
are useful as holders for the baby’s shoes or other
articles, such as diapers, ete.

I prefer to make the ends of the frame of
greater width than the bottom of the case, so that
there will be some space between the case and
frame members 30. This helps to keep the case
{from bumping against the rigid ends. If desired,

- the frame can be constructed with resilient mem-.
bers or springs to act ag shock absorbers, and-

allow for motion in travelling.

Any number of cases can be made for use on
a single frame. They can be as easily laundered,
sterilized and packaged as a sheet. For home
use, the frame and individual cases might be
rented from a service such as the diaper services
now generally available,

In view of the ease with which the case can
be removed and replaced with a clean one, it be-
comes & simple matter for travellers or Puliman
porters to make frequent changes, so that the
child will have the protection of a clean sterile
bed. If desired, a mattress may be used, although
this is not essential.

The terms and expressions which I have em-
ployed are used in a descriptive and not a limit-
ing sense, and I have no intention of excluding
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such equivalents of the invention described, or
of portions thereof, as fall within the purview of
the claims,

I claim: . .
1." A slip case for & bassinet and the like com-
prising a double sheet of flexible fabric material
for support by a rectangular hoop to provide a
bottom panel, side and end panels, the two layers
of the double sheet being attached to one another
only along their side edges, being freely separable
along the corners which mark the junctures be-
tween the end and side panels whereby the case

‘can he drawn on and off the rectangular hoop,

and fastening elements adjacent the tops of
said end panels for securing the end panels to the
rectangular hoop.

2. A slip case as defined by claim 1 in which
the double sheet is formed from a single piece of
fabric of rectangular form folded over and se-
cured along the meeting edges to form an open-
ended envelope, one of the layers of the double
sheet being slit near its corners and folded over
to form end panel pockets and notches to receive
upright supports or a bassinet frame.

3. A slip case formed from a single piece of
flexible fabric material having an inner section
and an outer section adapted to be folded into
juxtaposition and formed 1nto a basket-lhke shape
with a bottom panel, side and end panels, said
outer section having transverse cuss extending

from its sides inwardly to meet fold lines at sun-

stantially right angles thereto wherepy corner
portions of the outer section are folded apout said
fold hines and secured to torm end panel pockets
and notches to receive upright supporis of &
bassinet frame.

4. A slip case as deflned by claim 1 in which
the envelope has a pair or projecting flaps at each
end to form the end panels of the bassinet.

5. A ship case for a bassinet and the like com-
prising a double sheet of flexible fabric material
which when flattened out is of generally rectan-
gular form with closed sides and open ends,
one layer of which has corner notches to receive
upright supports of a bassinet frame when the
side and end portions of said notched section are
folded upwardly, the two layers of the double
sheet, being separable from one another through-
out substantially their entire length and breadth
whereby the case can assume the form of an open-
ended tube or envelope which can be drawn over
& supporting frame.

MARJORIE FLACK BENET,
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