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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

OSCAR D. HUTTO, OF OKAHUMPXA, FLORIDA.

FOLDING POULTRY-COOP.

1,120,058.

Application filed April 30, 1913.

To oll whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Oscar D. Hurro, 2
citizen. of the United States, residing at
Okahumpka, in the county of Lake and
State of Florida, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Poul-
try-Coops, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

‘My invention relates to new and useful
improvements in folding poultry coops and
my object is to provide a device of this char-
acter which may be readily folded into com-
pact form and which may be readily and
quickly set up for operation.

A further object of the invention resides
in providing an improved means for the re-
tention of the walls of the device in upright
position. :

Still another object of the invention re-
sides in providing a device of this charac-
ter which is extremely simple and durable
in construction, inexpensive to manufacture
and one which will be very efficient and use-
ful in operation. ‘ ‘

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the novel features of
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts as will be hereinafter referred to
and more particularly pointed out in the
specification and claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this application, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the device set up for oper-

ation. Fig. 2 is a transverse section there-.

through. Fig. 3 is a similar view through
the device, in its folded position. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged section through one of the ends
of the device showing the means for retain-
ing the end and side walls in upright posi-
tion. TFig. 5 is a section through the means
for retaining the top wall sections to the
end walls; and Fig. 6 is a fragmentary hori-
zontal section through one end of the device.

T1 describing my invention, I shall refer
to the drawings in which similar reference
characters designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views and in which
1 indicates a bottom section, to the side
edges of which are formed or otherwise
secured thereon the upwardly extending
flanges or strips 2 and hingedly secured to
these strips by means of the hinges 3 are
the side wall sections 4, said hinges having
the sections thereof engaged with the upper

faces of the strips 2 and the lower rails of

— .
Specification of Letters Patent,

Patented Dec. 8,1914.
Serial No, 764,653.

said side wall sections. - Hingedly secured
to the end edges of the bottom section 1 are
the inwardly foldable end wall sections 5
and. hingedly secured by means of the
hinges 6 to the top rails of the side wall
sections are the outwardly folding top wall
sections 7 and 8 which are adapted to rest
on the upper edges of the end wall sections,
when set 1n upright position. Kach of the
end, side and top wall sections is formed of
a frame over which is spread a screening or
woven wire covering 9 and a spring held
door 10 is formed in the top section 8,
whereby entrance may be had to the inclo-
sure formed by the various wall sections,
when in upright position.

I have provided means for the retention
of the wall sections in upright position and
to this end, the upper faces of the top rails
of the side wall sections have secured there-
to at the ends of the same, the metallic strips
11, which strips are provided with the open-
ings12. Theupper facesof the toprailsofsaid
end wall sections have also secured thereto
at the ends thereof, the additional strips 13
which have secured thereto the spring strips
14, which spring strips extend beyond the
side edges of the side rails of said end walls
and are adapted to contact with the strips 11
ontheside wall sections. Thespring stripsare
provided with a pair of depending studs 15
and 16, one of which is adapted to enter the
openings 12 in the strips 11, while the other
enter openings 17 in the strips 13. Irom
this construction it will be seen that when
the end walls and the side wall sections are
in upright position and the spring strips
locked in engagement with the respective
strips of the side and end wall sections, the
latter will be securely retained in upright
position until such time as removed by man-
ual operation. I have also provided a safety
latch for the securing of the top wall sections
together and to the end wall sections, and to
this end, I provide a pair of spring strips
18 which are substantially T-shaped and se-
cured to the top rails of the end wall sec-
tions 5. The heads of these T-shaped strips
project slightly above the top rails thereof

"and are provided on their inner faces with

studs 19, while the adjacent end rails of the
top wall sections are provided with sockets
20 adapted to receive said studs 19. It will
be seen therefore, that as the studs 19 are
entered in the respective openings of the
top wall sections 7 and 8, said latter sec-
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tions will be securely held to the end wall
sections.

Assuming that the device is set in up-
right position, and it is desired to fold the
same, the safety latch members 18 are re-
moved from their engagement with the top
wall sections 7 and 8, whereupon said sec-
tions are folded outwardly over the outer
faces of the side wall sections 4. The spring
latch members 14 carried on the end wall
sections are then disengaged from the strips
11 on the side wall sections, whereupon said
end wall sections are folded inwardly to
rest flatly upon the bottom wall section 1,
and the side wall sections, together with the
top wall sections folded thereagainst, are
then folded inwardly to rest upon the end
wall section and upon one another, as shown
in Fig. 3.

From the foregoing it will be seen that
I have provided a simple, inexpensive and
efficient means for carrying out the objects
of the invention and while I have particu-
larly described the elements most well
adapted to perform the functions set forth,
it is obvious that various changes in form,
proportion and in the minor details of con-
struction may be resorted to without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
principles of the invention.

Having thus described this invention,
what I claim is:— :

1. A folding coop of the class described
comprising a bottom section, folding side
and end wall sections, folding top wall sec-
tions hingedly carried on the side wall sec-
tions and adapted to rest on the upper edge
of the end wall sections when the coop is
in set up position, plates secured to the
upper face of the side wall sections imme-
-diately adjacent the ends thereof, said plates
having sockets formed therein, plates also
secured to the top faces of the end wall sec-
tions adjacent the ends thereof and in aline-
ment with the first-mentioned plates, said
latter plates being also formed with sockets
therein, spring strips secured at one end to
the plates on said end wall sections, the op-
posite end of said strips projecting beyond
said last mentioned plate, each of said strips
being provided with a pair of depending
studs adapted to enter the sockets in the
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plates on said side and end walls to retain
said walls in upright position, as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. A folding coop of the class described

.comprising a bottom section, folding side
“and end wall sections, folding top wall

sections hingedly carried on the side wall
sections and adapted to rest on the upper
edge of said end wall sections, when the
coop 1is in an ‘upright position; plates
counter-sunk in the upper face of said side

“sections immediately adjacent the ends

thereof, ‘said plates being provided with
sockets therein, additional plates counter-
sunk 1in the top faces of the end wall sec-
tions adjacent the ends thereof and in aline-
ment with the first-mentioned plates, said
latter plates being also provided with sock-
ets, spring strips secured to the last men-
tioned plates on said end wall sections, the
upper face of said strips being in the same
plane as the upper face of said end wall
sections, said spring strips being provided
with depending studs adapted to enter the
sockets 1n the plates on said side and end
walls to retain the latter in upright position,
said top wall sections when in effective po-
sition being adapted to cover said spring
strips whereby accidental disengagement of
the studs from said sockets is prevented, as
and for the purpose described.

3. In a coop of the class described, com-
prising a bottom section, inwardly folding
side and end wall sections, outwardly fold-
ing top wall sections hingedly carried on
the side wall sections, interlocking means
between the end-and side wall sections to
retain the same in‘upright position, the end
edges of said top wall sections being pro-
vided with sockets adjacent their meeting
edges, and T-shaped spring strips carried
on the end wall sections, the heads of said
strips being provided with inwardly dis-
posed studs adapted to enter the sockets of
said top wall sections to retain the latter
in closed position on the end wall sections.

- In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses.

OSCAR D. HUTTO.

Witnesses: .
Frangrin Lavurie Barpiv,
Eveene Daxrer Terry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents sach, by addressing the “ Cbmmissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. §.” '
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