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1. 

This invention provides a toy or amusement 
device comprising a toy figure constructed with 
a body which is articulated to supporting means 
Such as a leg structure and is normally held by 
spring or like means in a raised or erect posi 
tion with respect to its supporting means, and 
which is movable pivotally with respect to the 
Supporting means against the action of the spring 
or like means into a lowered position from which 
it is returnable to its normal raised position un 
der the action of the spring or like means by the 
releasing of means provided for holding it in the 
lowered position. The device may be constructed 
to permit or cause the figure to resume its nor 
mal position with an abrupt action. 
A sound-producing device, e. g., of the reed 

type operated by a bellows, may be provided in 
the figure and arranged to be operated to emit 
sound upon movement of the body, for instance, 
as it resumes its normal position 
A manual control device may be provided for 

actuating the figure, e.g., at a distance, and Such 
device may be arranged for controlling both the 
lowering and raising movements of the figure. 
The figure may be mounted on wheels or be 
otherwise adapted to be hauled or pushed along 
the ground or some other supporting surface, and 
may be provided with a lead or handle for haul 
ing or pushing it and also with a control mem 
ber, such as a rod, wire, cord or the like, which 
extends from the lead or handle and is attached 
to the actuating mechanism of the figure. Such 
a lead may comprise a Bowden cable or similar 
device having a sheath which is attached, to the 
toy for hauling it and within which extends a 
control wire, cord or like member for controlling 
the articulating movement of the figure. 
An embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing, in which 
Fig. 1 shows in perspective a mock animal fig 

ure representing a dog in a normal position 
standing on its feet; 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal half-section of the fig 
ure in the standing position; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing. 
the figure in a sitting position; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-section on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal section 
showing a modification. 
In the illustrated embodiment, the quadruped: 

mock animal figure has a body 0 to which is at 
tached a separate head , tail 2 and legs 13, 
the latter being fitted with wheels or rollers 4. 
These parts of the figure may be composed of. 

i 

2 
any suitable material, such as a plastic. The 
body, head and legs are shown as being made as 
hollow mouldings, the body and the head if 
being each formed of a mating pair of shell half 
sections (those of the body being seen at Oa, itb 
in Fig. 4) which are united in any convenient 
manner, for example, by means of adhesive, the 
half-seetions being preferably formed with com 
plementary pips and recesses 5 in their mating 
faces to locate the half-sections in registry when 
assembling and uniting them together. The four 
legs 3 are pivoted to the body O in any con 
venient manner such as by a pin 6 (Fig. 4) on 
each leg pivoting in a socket 7 in the body, and 
the pair of forelegs are tied together by a cross 
bar 8 arranged at a convenient position below 
and to the rear of the pivot axis 6 of the fore 
legs, the pair of hind legs being similarly tied 
by a similarly positioned crossbar 9, and the two 
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crossbars 8, 9 being tied together by a longi. 
tudinal bar 20 housed in the hollow body G and 
having curved ends 200, 20b which project 
through apertures tec, 0d at the underside of 
the body 0 to reach the cross bars 8 and 9. A 
tension spring 2 housed in the body le is an 
chored at its rear end to a convenient anchorage 
such as an eye 22 formed in the body, and the 
forward end of the spring 2 is anchored to the 
longitudinal bar 20, the spring being under ten 
sion so that the pull it exerts on the tie bar struc 
ture 8, 9, 20 causes the four legs 3. normally 
to be urged rearwardly with respect to the body 
0, the latter being formed with abutment stop 
means 4 limiting the relative rearward move 
ment of the legs So that the latter are normally 
held in a standing position in relation to the 
body, as shown in FigS. 1 and 2. 
The head has a stem portion 23 positioned 

in a socket 24 in the neck portion 25 of the body 
0, this socket being sufficiently larger than the 

stem 23 to permit pivotal movement of the head 
on a crosspin 26 mounted in the neck portion 

25. As shown, the head f has a pair of nem 
bers representing ears, one of which is seen at 
27, which are freely pivoted to the head as at 28 
so that these ear members may swing relatively 
to the head, as the latter is pivotally moved up 
and down on its pin. 26. The head is opera 
tively connected to the longitudinal bar 2 by 
an attached flexible cord, Wire. Or like member 29 
extending through the body O. between the bar 
20 and an anchorage point 30 on the head above 
its pivot pin 26, so that the weight of the head, 
which lies, forwardly of the pin 26, maintains the 

55 flexible member 29, taut, and the latter holds. 
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the head erect, as seen in Fig. 2. The member 29 
is, of course, also tensioned by the spring 2 act 
ing through the bar 20. 
The tail 2 is attached to a cord, wire or like 

flexible member 3, the tension of which is con 
trolled by the bar 20. In one arrangement, as 
shown, the tail cord or the like 3 is attached 
directly to the bar 20 so that in the normal posi 
tion of the figure as seen in Fig. 2, the member 
3 f is relieved of tension and is slack, allowing the 
tail to hang in a position determined by the 
amount of slack in the cord. The tail f2 may 
consist, as shown, of a flexible tubular member 
32 (or a succession of bead elementS) and 
rounded rigid end pieces 33 through which the 
cord 3 is passed or threaded and attached at 
its outer end to the outer end element 33 of the 
tail structure. 
Attached to the front of the body O is a leaS 

34 consisting of an outer flexible sheath 35 with 
in which extends an inner flexible control Cord, 
wire or like member 36 which passes into the 
body to and is attached to the longitudinal bar 
20. The outer end of the leash 34 is terminated 
by a suitable handle 3' attached to the sheath 
35 and the corresponding end of the inner con 
trol member 36 is attached to a suitable element, 
shown as a ring 38, providing a fingerhold or 
trigger which may readily be engaged and pulled 
by a finger of a hand gripping the handle 3. 
Such a pull on the inner member 36 to overcome 
the opposite pull of the spring 2 will draw the 
longitudinal bar 20 forwardly, the movement of 
which causes the legs 3 of the figure to move 
forwardly relatively to its body O so that the 
figure sinks and assumes a sitting position, as 
shown in Fig. 3. As also shown in Fig. 3, Such 
forward movement of the bar 20 will also relieve 
the tension, due to the spring 2, on the ele 
ment 29, thus allowing the head to fall for 
wardly about its pivot 26. Also, the forward 
movement of the bar 20 will pull the tail member 
Si and, if this member is made of a Suitable 
length, this action will have the effect of tauten 
ing and tensioning the member 3 to raise the 
tail 2 erect. Releasing the control member 36 . 
allows the spring 2 to come into play and re 
store the parts to the normal position shown 
in Fig. 2, and if the control member 36 is re 
leased abruptly, the momentarily violent pull 
exerted by the spring 21 on the various parts 
of the figure would cause it to jump to its feet. 
If desired, the handle 37 of the leash may be 
provided with some suitable catch (not shown) 
for releasably locking the element 38 when pulled 
out, so that the figure may be kept in the sit 
ting position without the operator having to 
maintain hold of the ring 38, or even of the leash 
at all. 

It will be evident that the foregoing describes 
but one example of the various Ways in which 
the head and tail f2 may be connected to the 
actuating bar 20, and that the connection and 
actuation of the head and tail may be modified 
or varied as desired. For example, in a modi 
fication as shown in Fig. 5, in which correspond 
ing parts to those shown in Fig. 2 are designated 
by the same reference numerals with the suffix 
a, a reverse movement of the head from that 
described in the foregoing may be arranged by 
substituting, for the flexible head control men 
ber 29 shown in Fig. 2, a rigid arm 39 attached 
to or formed as an extension of the longitudinal 
bar 20, this arm engaging against the stem por 
tion 23a of the head a at a point below the 
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head pivot 26d, and being arranged so that in 
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the normal position of the parts as shown in Fig. 
5, corresponding to the standing position of the 
figure, the head d is in a lowered position, 
Supported by the engagement of the arm. 39 and 
stem 23d. Thus, when the control member 36 
is pulled to cause the figure to sink to a sitting 
position in the manner described in the fore 
going, the arm 39 moves forwardly with the bar 
20, and causes the head a to rise about its 
pivot 26a. If desired, a sound-producing device of the 
conventional bellows-operated reed type may be 
mounted on the figure for actuation to emit 
Sound upon actuation of the figure as described. 
In one arrangement, for example, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3, one end of the bellows 40 of such 
a sound-producing device may be fixed to the 
body (), the other end being attached to one of 
the movable parts of the figure, e.g., to the stem 
23 of the head as shown, so that the device 
is actuated to enait Sound upon movement of the 
movable part to which it is attached. The 
bellows may be arranged so that sound, simu 
lating a bark, is emitted when the control mem 
ber 36 is released to cause the figure to jump 
to its feet. For this purpose, the bellows may 
be arranged So as to be expanded when the figure 
is actuated to cause it to assume a sitting posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 3, so that the bellows is 
Compressed and causes the production of the 
Sound When the control member is released. 
In analogous fashion any other toy legged 

figure Such as a two-legged figure may be con 
Structed with its body pivoted to its leg structure 
and With Spring or like means acting between 
the body and leg structure so as to hold the figure 
normally in a Standing position, and controlled 
by a manual control device of the Bowden or 
Similar type to effect relative pivotal movement 
of the leg structure forwardly with respect to 
the body, causing the figure to assume a sitting 
position, in which it may be held by the control 
device until the latter is released, allowing the 
figure to resume its standing position under the 
action of its spring or like means. 
I claim: 1. A toy representing a quadruped figure, said 

toy including a hollow body, a pair of forelegs 
and a pair of hind legs pivoted to the body and 
means for Operating Said legs consisting of a bar, 
a resilient Connector and sheath-and-core type 
flexible actuating means, said bar being pivotally 
attached near One end to Said forelegs and near 
the other end to Said hind legs at points re 
moved from those at Which the legs are attached 
to the body, Said bar being connected to one end 
of Said body by means of Said resilient con 
nector, the sheath of said flexible actuating 
means being attached to said body with its core 
extending through Said body and attached to said 
bar, whereby outward displacement of said core 
relative to said sheath will cause said bar to move 
relatively to Said body against the urge of said 
resilient connector and thereby operate said legs. 

2. A toy as claimed in claim 1 in which said 
body carries stop means with which said resil 
ient connector cooperates to hold said legs in a 
normally erect position, and ih which displace 
ment of said core relative to Said sheath against 
the urge of Said resilient connector causes said 
legs to pivot toward said body, so that upon Sud 
den release of Said core said resilient connector 
will urge said legs sharply to an erect position to 
produce a jumping movement of the toy. 
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3. A toy as claimed in claim 2 in which each UNITED STATES PATENTS 
pair of legs is connected together by a horizontal 
rod, in which Said body has an apertured under- Number a- Name Date 

280,330 Ritchel ------------ June 26, 1883 side, and in which said bar extends longitudi- - O 
409,701 Phillips ------------ Aug. 27, 1889 nally within the body and has two depending 

- ..) 953,289 Pressler ----------- Mar. 29, 1910 ends extending downwardly through said aper- 1791,070 Coggon Feb. 3, 1931 
tured underside, one end being attached to each y wary 380? ------------- a wy 
of Said horizontal rods 1829,680 Schelle et al. ------- Oct. 27, 1931 

O JOHN PINKNEY. GOWAND. 2,206,095 Jolly - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - July 2, 1940 
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