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To all uhon, it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, JEFFERSON H. MILLSAPs, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, have 
made certain new and useful improvements 
in Match-Safes, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention is an improvement in match 

safes, and has for an object, among others, to 
provide a novel construction for securing the 
friction-strip upon which to ignite thematches; 
and the invention consists in certain novel con 
structions and combinations of parts, as will be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a match-safe embodying my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section thereof on 
about line 22 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a detail 
perspective view of the carrier for the fric 
tion-strip. 
Most if not all match-boxes are provided 

with a portion upon which to strike the match 
and which can be readily removed for appli 
cation to any position where it is desired to 
strike the match. 
The case or box A of the safe has the curved 

front B, provided at a suitable point with the 
strike-opening C, within which the match may 
be struck in igniting the same in the use of 
the invention. This opening C is shown 
elongated in a horizontal direction, and the 
box A has on opposite sides of the curved 
front B the flat wings B", on the inner sides 
of which adjacent to the edges of the curved 
front B, I provide the vertically-elongated 
keepers or grooves D for the carrier Efor the 
friction-strip. This carrier is curved to coin 
cide with the curved front B and is provided 
at its ends with the seats F for the ends of the 
friction-strip G and is provided beyond said 
seats F with the extensions H, which fit in the 
keepers or grooves D and secure the carrier 
with the friction-strip in place so such strip 
Will be exposed through the strike-opening C 
in the curved front of the box. By prefer 
ence the carrier E is made of spring metal 
and is returned at its ends to form the seats F 
and has the extensions H projecting as shown 
in Fig. 3. In this construction the spring 
strip at the juncture of the returned portion 

|f with the extension His pressed closely at f' 
against the curved or main portion of the car 
rier, so it will exert a grip or pressure upon 
the friction-strip in such manner as to clamp 
the strip and hold it within the carrier. 

In operation the carrier may be removed 
from the box or case A and the friction-strip 
G, which may be simply the portion of the 
match-box provided for striking the matches, 
be fitted at its ends in the seats F and clamped 
atf" by the returned portion f of the carrier 
strip and the carrier be then applied to the 
box so that the friction-strip will be exposed 
through the opening C in the curved front of 
the safe. In applying and removing the car 
rier E the returned portions form convenient 
projections to be grasped by the operator, so 
that the insertion and removal of the carrier 
with the friction-strip in place may be easily 
accomplished. 
By my invention the friction-strip can be 

conveniently removed whenever desired or 
necessary. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- . 

1. The improvement in match-safes herein 
described comprising the box or case having 
a curved portion provided with an opening 
through which the matches may be struck and 
with flat wings on oppositesides of the curved 
portion and provided on the inner faces of 
said flat wings adjacent to the curved portion 
with upright guides or keepers, the carrier of 
spring metal having its ends returned form 
ing seats for the friction-strip and having 
said returned portions brought close to the 
main or body portion of the carrier whereby 
to form spring-clamps for securing the fric 
tion-strip and having extensions beyond said 
returned portion for engagement with the 
guides or keepers in the box or case, the main 
portion of the carrier being curved to coin 
cide with the curved portion of the box, and the 
friction-strip fitting at its ends in the seats of 
the carrier and held by the spring-clamps or 
returned portions substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination in a match-safe of a 
curved portion provided with an opening 
through which to strike the matches and keep 
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er's or grooves within the box or case at the 
opposite sides of said curved portion, the car 
rier having a body or main portion curved to 
coincide with the curved portion of the box 
and provided at its ends with seats for the 
ends of the friction-strip and with extensions 
beyond said seats and fitting the keepers in 
the box substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination of the box having a 
curved portion provided with a strike open 
ing and within the box with keepers adjacent 

to said curved portion and the carrier for a 
friction-strip having a main portion, returned 
portions at the ends thereof forming seats for 
the ends of a friction-strip and extensions be- I5 
yond said seats to engage with the keepers of 
the box or case substantially as set forth. 

JEFFERSON H. MILLSAPS. 
Witnesses: 

SOLON C. KEMON, 
PERRY B. TURPIN. 

  


