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1. 

3,135,026 
MOVABLE PARTITION STRUCTURE 

Doris rene Fridolph, 269 Crescent Bay Drive, 
Laguna Beach, Calif. 

Filed Jan. 11, 1960, Ser. No. 1,478 
5 Clains. (Cl. 20-4) 

This invention relates to a movable partition structure 
such as is used in forming office or similar work areas in 
desired size. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a movable 
partition structure wherein the size of a work area may be 
readily adjusted. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide such 
a structure wherein track means are provided on the floor, 
such track means being substantially invisible to the eye. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide such 
a partition structure which is relatively inexpensive. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide such a 
partition structure wherein a suitable floor covering may 
be used in connection therewith, the partitions being ad 
justable without removing the floor covering. 

Basically, the invention comprises providing pairs of 
tracks comprising grooves of novel construction in the sur 
face of the floor, the grooves having relatively narrow 
openings therein so that they are substantially invisible 
to the eye. The partitions are provided with interengag 
ing means which engage the tracks and thereby adjustably 
support the partitions in position. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a room utilizing the 

novel partition structure. 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view on an enlarged 

scale taken along the line 2-2 in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

line 3-3 in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary elevation of a modified form 

of partition. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

line 5-5 in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 2 of the form 

of the invention shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view of a modified 

form of track. 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary side elevation of another modi 

fied form of the invention. 
Referring to FIG. 1, a working area is provided by uti 

lizing the novel partition structure on a floor 10 by pro 
viding a plurality of pairs of tracks 1 at acute angles to 
one another and supporting partitions 12, 13 in the tracks 
as presently described. The partitions are movable along 
the track by applying a force on the lower end of the par 
titions adjacent the tracks as presently described. 
As shown in FIG. 2, each track 11 comprises an in 

verted T-shaped slot in the floor 10, the vertical leg 14 
of the slot 1 being relatively narrow so that it is rela 
tively invisible to an observer looking down on the track. 
The width of the enlarged portion of cross leg 19 of the 

slot 11 is less than the thickness of the panel. The floor 
covering such as carpet 15 may be provided to the edge 
of the leg 14 so that the pile of the carpet 15 will substan 
tially close the leg 14 further minimizing the possibility 
of seeing the track. Each partition 12 is provided with 
Suitable means interengaging with the slot 11. As shown 
in FIG. 2, this may comprise a member 16 having a ver 
tical arm 17 extending downwardly through the leg 4 of 
slot 11 and a lateral arm 18 extending beneath the cross 
leg 19 of slot 11 into engagement with the surface 20. 
Each partition is preferably formed with a pair of mem 
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bers 6 at spaced points. As shown in FIG. 3, the length 
of each member 16 is such that the partition 12 is sup 
ported effectively in the slot without rocking. Any tend 
ency of the partition to move away from the vertical 
locks the partition in position by a relative cocking action 
between the member 16 and the slot 11. In order to 
move the partition, it is only necessary to apply a force 
adjacent the lower end of the partition. It should, of 
course, be understood that in order to initially place the 
partition in the slot a portion of the floor is cut away at 
a predetermined point along the track 11 to permit the 
downward insertion of the members 16 into the slots. 
As shown in FIGS. 4, 5 and 6, the member 16 may be 

replaced with a member 16' which comprises a vertical 
arm 2 having blocks 22 of plastic material fastened to 
the lower end thereof and adapted to engage the surfaces 
20 formed by the cross leg 19 of the slot 11 (FIG. 6). 
The width of the enlarged portion of cross leg 19 of the 
slot 11 is less than the thickness of the panel. The blocks 
22 facilitate the movement of the partition during adjust 
ment and at the same time provide the necessary locking 
of the partition in position by relative cocking against 
the groove 1. The dotted lines of FIG. 4 and the circles 
in FIG. 5 represent the means for fastening the blocks 22 
on the vertical arm 21. 

It should, of course, be understood that the tracks in 
stead of being formed as integral grooves may comprise 
sheet metal channels having an inverted T-slot section as 
shown at 25 in FIG. 7. 
The invention may also be applied to horizontal struc 

tures which are not necessarily floors as, for example, in 
elevated platforms such as bookshelves. As shown in 
FIG. 8, bookshelf 30 is provided with slots 31 which are 
adapted to be engaged by members 32 on the lower end 
of a bookend 33. The pressure of the books on the book 
end 33 causes the bookend to cock and lock it in posi 
tion. It can be readily moved along the member 30 by 
applying a force at the lower end thereof. 

It can thus be seen that I have provided a partition 
structure which utilize tracks in the floor which tracks are 
relatively invisible to the eye. The partitions can be 
readily moved without any tools or similar structure. 

claim: 
1. In a movable partition structure, the combination 

comprising means defining a horizontal surface, said sur 
face having a track therein comprising a slot with a rela 
tively narrow vertical leg and an enlarged cross leg 
spaced below the surface, a thin upright panel having a 
relatively narrow lower edge adapted to slidingly engage 
the horizontal surface, and rigid means fixed on the lower 
edge of said panel extending downwardly through the 
vertical leg of the track and having an enlarged portion 
fixed on the lower end thereof extending into the enlarged 
leg of the track, the length of said enlarged portion along 
said track being at least as great as the thickness of said 
panel, said rigid means comprising the sole means for 
guiding and locking the panel relative to said surface, the 
distance between the enlarged portion and the lower edge 
of the thin panel being such that the panel when in up 
right position may be readily slid along the horizontal 
Surface and a slight deviation of the panel from its upright 
position causes said enlarged portion to rock with the 
panel about a transverse axis and engage the portions of 
the track defining the enlarged leg of the track to lock 
the panel in position longitudinally of the track. 

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
width of said enlarged portion of said slot is less than the 
thickness of said panel. 

3. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
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track has an inverted T cross section. 
4. The combination set forth in claim 3 wherein said 

rigid means has the enlarged portion thereof symmetri 
cally positioned relative to the vertical leg thereof. 

5. The combination set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
rigid means comprises an L-shaped member wherein the 
vertical arm of the L-shaped member forms the vertical 
leg of the rigid means and the horizontal arm of the 
L-shaped member forms the enlarged portion of the 
vertical means. 
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