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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH G. SCHMIDT, of 

the city and county of Philadelphia, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im 
provement in Clasps for Holding Garments, 
&c., of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to clasps for holding 

garments, &c.; and it consists of certain im 
provements, which are fully set forth in the 
following specification, and are shown in the 
accompanying drawings, which form a part 
thereof. 
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More particularly my invention relates to 
improvements upon the clasps described in 
Letters Patent to J. Schmidt, No. 421,086, 
February 11, 1890, and to Schmidt, Schmidt, 
and Harris, No. 421,145, February 11, 1890. 
The present improvements are designed to 

make a clasp of the general character de 
Scribed in those patents more simple in con 
struction, more efficient in operation, and less 
expensive in cost of manufacture. 

I Will now refer to the drawings for a de 
Scription of the improvements, which consti 
tute the present invention. 

Figure 1 is an illustrative view showing my 
improved clasp applied as a garment-sup 
porter for supporting stockings from a corset. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional side elevation of the clasp 
on the line acac of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional 
plan view of the same on the line if y of Fig. 2, 
and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the clasp. 
A is the clasp. 
B is a band of elastic or other material con 

nected to the clasp A and having its other 
end adapted for attachment to a stocking C 
or other object. If desired, each end of the 
band B may carry one of the clasps A. 
D is the corset or other article to which the 

clasp A is applied. 
The clasp is formed of two pieces EF, hav 

ing their sides formed with projecting por 
tions by which the two parts EF are pivoted 
together at or about the middle with a pin I. 
The free ends of the parts E F are bent to 
Ward each other to form clamping-jaws e'f'. 
The opposite or rear ends of the pieces E F 
are made with the space between their adja 
cent inner faces tapering slightly toward their 

5o extremities. This is preferably accomplished 

by forming one of the pieces F with a tapered 
or inclined end?, which may be made slightly 
curved, as shown, the end of the other piece 
E remaining straight. 
G is a strap-link having holes g g for at 

tachment of the band B. The upper end of 
this strap-link G is formed with an angle or 
elbow H, having an inclined face located be 
tween the rear ends of the pieces EF, the edge 
of the inclined end f being adjacent to the in 
clined face of the elbow. The flat surface of 
the strap-link rests upon the straight end of 
the piece E and is guided thereby, the move 
ment of the strap-link to open and close the 
jaws e'f' being accomplished by the inclined 
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end f of the part F acting upon the inclined 
face of the elbow. 
J is a spring between the end h of the elbow 

II and a flange or fixed piece e between the 
pieces E. F. This flange or fixed piece e I 
prefer to form by turning in a tongue of the 
piece E, as shown. The end of the piece E is 
provided with lugs ii, which extend over the 
strap-link G and form guides for it and pre 
vent it from becoming loose. The elbow H 
presses against the inclined end fof the part 
F and thus forces the jaws f' e' together 
upon the object D. The spring Jacts to nor 
mally force the shoulder H back and keep 
the jaws clamped, and any increased tension 
upon the link G. forces the jaws e'f'' more 
tightly upon the object between them. To 
release the clamp the elbow H is pressed for 
Ward against the spring J, which removes the 
pressure against the end of the piece F and 
forces the jaws e'f'' apart. 
The opening of the jaws may be easily ac 

complished by pressing upon the end f of the 
piece F, and the edge thereof acting upon the 
inclined face of the elbow II presses it forward. 
While I prefer the minor details of con 

struction which have been shown, it is appa 
rent that they may be varied without depart 
ing from the invention. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. A clasp consisting of the pieces EF, piv 

oted together, the part F having the in Wardly 
curved rear end, the strap-link G, having an 
elbow H between the rear ends of the parts 
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E and F, and the lugs ii, carried by the part portion adjacent to the inclined end f of the Io 
E and projecting over the link-strap. part F and adapted to be acted upon thereby. 

2. A clasp consisting of the part E, having In testimony of which invention I have 
a jaw e' and a straight rearward extension, hereunto set my hand. 

5 the part F, pivoted to the part E, provided 
with a jaw f' and having its rear end f in- JOSEPH G. SCIIMIDT, 
clined, and a strap-link G, fitting against the Witnesses: 
straight rearward extension of the part E and ERNEST HOWARD HUNTER, 
guided thereby, having a projecting elbow C. M. DIETTERICH. 

  


