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The invention described - herein, . if patented,. may be
manufactured and used by or for the Goveriiment for
governmental’ purposes, without the’ payment to me of
any. royalty thereon.

The invention relatés t6 Hoad coverings and is. particu-
latly. concerned with visored caps of the. type -which -in-
clude elastic means which permit one size of. cap-to fit
a number of lieads of different size. '

The* converitional cap of this” sort’ locates the. elastic
means’.at the. réar of the cap becausé of the.inherest
inglasticity of ‘thé visor and 4lso becarise the elasti¢ means
used usually require pléats or gatherings in the cap which
areless unsightly if I6¢ated at the rear. ' )

However, it has long been known that the pressure
of the visor on the forehead is a major cause of dis-
comfort in the wearing of visored caps and that such
discomfort is not alleviated by rearwardly located elastic
means,

With the foregoing in view, it is an object of the in-
vention to provide an improved cap of the class described
which includes an elastic mount for the visor thereof.

A further object is to provide such a cap wherein said
crown includes elastic inserts juxtaposed to opposite
sides of said visor.

A further object is to provide an improved cap of the
class described which includes a relatively large front
insert of elastic material, such insert extending beyond
the opposite sides of the visor,

A further object of the invention is to provide for
novel fromt stay mounting means in combination with
elastic inserts for caps of this type.

Other objects and advantages reside in the particular
structure of the invention, the structure of the several
elements thereof, combinations and subcombinations of
such elements, all of which will be readily apparent to
those skilled in the art upon reference to the attached
drawing in comnection with the following specification
wherein the invention is shown, described and claimed.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view looking from above of
one form of the invention;

Figure 2 is a like view taken from below;

Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view of the
front portion of this form of the invention;

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical sectional view taken
substantially on the plane of the line 4—4 of Figure 3;

Figures 5 and 6 are views like Figures 3 and 4, re-
spectively, but showing a modified form of front stay
mount; and

Figures 7 and 8 are enlarged fragmentary sectional
views taken respectively on the planes of the lines 7—7
and 8—8 of Figure 6.

Referring specifically to the drawing wherein like ref-
erence characters designate like parts in all views, and
referring at first to Figures 1-4 inclusive, 10 designates
generally a cap according to the invention. In the em-
bodiment illustrated, the cap 10 includes a cap body
which comprises a crown piece 11, a side wall 12 depend-
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ing thérefrom and‘a visor 13. The-frofit portion of the

side" wall 12'is formed- with- a"relatively’ wide and’ pref:
erably’ arcuate” notch 14° which is filled with- an elastic
insert 15 of any suitable elastic material. The eldstic
insert’ 15 includes a' lower’ edge 16 which comprises a
continuaticnof “the" lower edge 17 of ‘the side wall ‘127
The visor 13 is sectired in-any suitable and “well’ knowii
manner to the central’ portion of the lower edge 16 of
the' insert ‘15, Ag'the insert 15 is' wider' than the visor
13;"sidé portions® 18- of ‘the insert-are located on_opposite
sides’ of ' thie- visor and ‘retider” it forwardly yielding' rela:
tive to the inelastic side wall 12, A§ the entire inseit 15
is- preférably formed’ of elastic material, it’ cooperatés
with' the-sidé portions-18" theresf i mol ng’ the" visor
to the foreliead. THus, the cap 10 is readily a

wear 'onheads of varioussizes with a miaximunt of- conts
fort in"tHe visor area;

To'inSute a*snivart ‘appearance in'a cap of “the type illus-
trated,’ although obviously unnécessaty when’ the inven=-
tion is” applied to’ othetr " types of cap, it is desitablé 1y
provide a front ‘stay now to be described.  One-forin’ of
stay and” mount” for" the"same" is illustrated” in"'Figures
1-4.  As"seenin” Figure: 3, the “insert’ 15" is* formed” off
inner and.oiiter plies 19 and 20° which are not’ confiected
together except” at théir edges; A- strip” of ‘any’ suitdble
sheet” material 21" forms 2" stay  pocket ‘ an ewed Mo
the ifinér ply 19'0F the ihisert' 15 centrdlly and reabwardfy
thereof by the spaced and vertical rows of stitching 22.
The stitching 22 does not penetrate the front ply 20 of
the insert 15 so that the presence of the stay pocket 21
is not apparent from the outside. The pocket 21 is open
at the top and slidably receives therein any suitable
stiffening stay 23 which supports the front of the cap in
a manner readily understood.

Figures 5-8, inclusive, illustrate a slightly modified
form of the invention wherein the stay pocket is not
connected to either ply of the elastic insert. In this
form of the invention, the cap 30 is similar to the cap 10
and includes a crown piece 31, side wall 32, visor 33
together with an elastic insert 35 which fills the notch
34 in the side wall. Here, these parts are generally the
same except that the visor 33 includes the usual upper

- and lower plies 36 and 37, Figure 7. The plies 36 and
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37 include integral upward extensions in the form of
superimposed strips 38 and 39 which are located centrally
of the rear edge of the visor. The side edges of the
strips 38 and 39 are sewed together as at 48 to form an
upwardly opening pocket 41 for the lower end of the
stay 42. A downwardly opening pocket 43 for the upper
end of the stay 42 comprises a patch of material having
its side edges sewed as at 44 to the wall 32 above the
insert 35. The stay 42 is applied to or removed from the
pockets 41 and 43 by being rearwardly bowed as indi-
cated in broken lines, Figure 3. Thus, both plies 45
and 46 of the insert 35 are free of the stay 42 and its
pockets.

it should be understood that where the invention is ap-
plied to caps wherein a front stay is either not needed
or not desired, the stays and pockets therefor may be
omitted.

While there has been shown and described what are
now thought to be the preferred embodiments of the in-
vention, it should be understood that the same is sus-
ceptible of other forms and expressions. Thus, the in-
vention is not to be limited to the precise structures shown
and described hereinabove except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:

1. A cap comprising a crown, an upright cylindrical
side wall and a visor, said cylindrical side wall com-
prising an inelastic portion provided with an arcuate
cut-out at the front thereof and an arcuate insert of cir-
cumferentially stretchable elastic material filling said cut-
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out and attached to the arcuate edge thereof, said cut-out
and elastic insert extending through less than one-half
the circumference of the side wall, means for attaching
the visor to the free edge of the elastic insert intermedi-
ate the ends thereof, said insert being of somewhat
greater length than the width of the visor so as to extend
slightly beyond the ends thereof and impart adjustability
to the cap.

2. A cap comprising a crown, an upright cylindrical
side wall and a visor, said cylindrical side wall compris-
ing an inelastic portion provided with an arcuate cut-out
at the front thereof and an arcuate insert of circumferen-
tially stretchable elastic material filling said cut-out and
attached to the arcuate edge thereof, said cut-out and
elastic insert extending through less than one-half the
circumference of the side wall, means for attaching the
visor to the free edge of the elastic insert intermediate
the ends thereof, said insert being of somewhat greater
length than the width of the visor so as to extend slight-
ly beyond the ends thereof and impart adjustability to
the cap, and a stiffening stay mounted on said insert.

3. A cap comprising a crown, an upright cylindrical
side wall and a visor, said cylindrical side wall com-
prising an inelastic portion provided with an arcuate cut-
out at the front thereof and an arcuate insert of circum-
ferentially stretchable two-ply elastic material filling said
cut-out and attached to the arcuate edge thereof, said
cut-out and elastic insert extending through less than one-
half the circumference of the side wall, means for attach-
ing the visor to the free edge of the elastic insert inter-
eaediate the ends thereof and impart adjustability to the
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cap, and means for mounting a stiffening stay on the
inner ply of elastic material.

4. A cap comprising a crown, an upright cylindrical
side wall and a visor, said cylindrical side wall compris-
ing an inelastic portion provided with an arcuate cut-out
at the front thereof and an arcuate insert of circum~
ferentially stretchable two-ply elastic material filling said
cut-out and attached to the arcuate edge thereof, said
cut-out and elastic insert extending through less than one-
half the circumference of the side wall, means for attach-
ing the visor to the free edge of the elastic insert inter-
mediate the ends thereof, said insert being of somewhat
greater length than the width of the visor so as to extend
slightly beyond the ends thereof and impart adjustability
to the cap, a marrow strip of material attached to the
inner ply of elastic material to extend vertically thereof
and provide a pocket open at its upper end, and a stiffen-
ing stay mounted in the pocket. :
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