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T'o all whom, it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, Joux R. Laracy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Dorchester, in the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Bag-
gage-Checks, of which the following is a
specification,

This invention relates to improvements in
baggage checks. More particularly it re-
lates to the construction of claim checks for
baggage in such manner as to guard against
erroneous delivery resulting from the mis-
matching of numbers. In t%ne baggage sys-
tem at present in universal use in the
States, the claim check is in two parts, one
part being attached to the piece 0¥ baggage
1n the possession of the carrier, and the other
being held by the passenger, bearing the same
distinguishing number, so that by compari-
son of the numbers at destination the bag-
gage claim is identified: The numbers neces-
sarily run to high figures; and at any bag-
gage delivering room, especially in" large
cities where travelers arrive from widely
separate parts of the country, the numbers
on checks from different points of origin may
sometimes - run close together. Moreover,
the numbers coming from the sime source
on the same day lie rather close together.
In either case, the agents charged with the
identification of the checks by comparison
of separated portions make mistakes despite
all care, andlD despite corrections made in
many instances on the spot by the person
claiming, so that owing to this mis-matching,
baggage is wrongly delivered. This may
happen without conscious wrong, as when
delivery is made to a local transportation
agency in the absence of the owner. T'wo par-
ties are thus inconvenienced. - Claims against
the transportation company usually result.
Such claims, while few in proportion to the
total number of pieces of baggage handled,
amount in the aggregate to very considerable
sums each year, and constitute what is prob-
ably the principal defect in thé present sys-
tem. e

It is the object of the present invention to
provide means by which such mis-matching
can be avoided. Further objects of the in-
vention are that such means shall be simple,
80 as to be workable by all sorts and condi-
tions of men, as found in the baggage han-
dling service throughout the country; shall
be inexpensive, so as not to add materially to
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the present cost of checks, which in the very
great majority of cases serve perfectly with-
out a mis-match being made; and to do this
in such an effective manner that mis-match-
ing through the méntal error of the baggage
man, in concluding that the presented check
has the same number as the check on the
plece of baggage, shall be in a practical sense
absolutely "eliminated. Many efforts have
been made in this direction, but all, so far
as I am aware, either add seriously to the
expense, or to the complication, or both.
The error may occur from hasty inattention,

or from mental fatigue. The present in- °

vention is calculated to guard against a mis.
match resulting from either the condition or
the temperament of the agent.

The preferred manner of accomplishing

‘the objects of the invention is illustrated

In the accompanying drawings, but varia-
tion may be made.

In the drawings,

Figure 1 is a face view of a baggage check
embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the same;

Fig. 8 is a view of the two portions of the
check, matched ; and ‘

Fig. 4 is a view of the same, with the test
applied. )

]geferring to the drawings, A indicates in
diagram the carrier’s or baggage portion
and B the passenger’s or claim portion of a
complete haggage check ready to be put into
use. - It will be observed that in addition to
the name and station of the issuing carvier,

~the route, the destination, and other matter

which may be contained therein, the check
contains the customary numbers, @, b, one on
each portion, which are identical for each
complete check, but which differ from the
number on each other complete check, and
which serve as the usual means of deter-
mining that these two portions belong to-
gether when one is presented by the passen-
ger at destination, or elsewhere along the
route. The feature of chief prominence in
connection with the invention consists in
the provision of a test number, ¢, printed
preferably on the carrier’s portion of the
check a httle distance above the bottom of
its back with a line ¢ and a space # below it.
It is a selected number which is very differ-
ent in appearance, but which, when com:-
bined with the number b on the passenger’s
portion of the check, by simple addition
produces a test total which proves the true
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tration, and is, I believe, preferable he

24

identity. This test may be Cul‘e ot % -in
various ways. The method which I mes—

ent pre efer is illustrated; :‘PJ the ap; ﬂL ation
of the test is showan in yn , from which it

appears that by the simulc mf cesy

).

ing the two Dhmbem) the mentu, ng
check number & and the test u‘ﬂmu ¢, one

over Lhc other, and addin g lxem, a test total
d vesults, frem which it is at once recognized
that the two compared D‘ntc of the 1'=“k

belong tobwbew because of the remar!

fact that every figure in the total thus pre-
duced 1sa 9 Thus s, the checkk numbers man
be each 6 3 95 2 8; and the te,st number
36047 1 Being thus arranged. the test
proceeds ag follows -—
639528
860471
999998
T£ it happened that a pagsenger’s check pre-
sented di d not actua 1 "’a 1y with the check
1 though the

Py
readt

on the piece of bﬂ,om g8, ever
baggags man SﬂOU]CL ad it &
unGDr “the present system wonld deliver the
pleﬂe apon the claim made 1 the passenger,
that fact would be brought ottt sharply npon
the application of the Test by tur Iﬁ‘l(» over
the bqpon ge checl, phcmo the two portions
toqeuher and adding them. ’V"ws 1t the
number  on the check presented were
63925 8, which is an illustration of a sort
of variation which ocea wsionally leads to =
mistaken delivery of baggage, especially by
a man who is fired or whose attention is
more or 1ess distracted, the a _mhc&mon toth
test number would prmeed as follows

639258
360471

999729

The result sharply calls attention to the
actual but unnoticed difference hetween the
number on the baggage and the number on
the elaim check presented.

Practically nothing is added to the cost of
the baggage checks by this methoed. 11 suit-
able mechanism is used in their manufac-
ture, for the numbers ave printed on the
face as usual, and the number which is
printed on the back can be printed at the
same time that the other printing is placed
on the back of the check.

Although “9” is the key to the above ilius-
seause
it permits the use of all posulble numbers,
and because the test result is most clearly
and simply produced thereby, yet other fig-
ures may be used as the test number. In
that case, however, the instructions for an-
plying tu‘, test cannot be stated quite so
simply, for when the digit in the check num-
ber is-larger than the key, for example, the

L‘Eu} I 12, and
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addition applied by the test pwducod a to-
tal larger than 10 and the rule has to he
that one observes werely the unit figures ve-
sulting from the a ldmm, and s the

10’s which would ordin ul]g be carried uto
the addition of the next columu.  Thus,
using the same clieck number with w test
key of “87 i—
Check nunﬂ Ol 6 39528
Test number.o__... 048145
313 51
Or, the rule might be thet ordinary and
egular additi rocuces the test vesult,
_________ 6389528
_________ 693808
383383
Spcak ng theoretically, it is not ot all
necessery that the test résult be o number iy
which all figures ave alike. The test number

, and the test total can be

can be any number
printed or indic EIL"Q on one part cr the

other. Hence, even when this total is

not self-verifying, it can always be told
whether the total produced by adding the
check number to the test number pro-
duces the proper totel. Tlowever, it is
plefe)led for practical reasons to use n

est number which gives o test total that is

self-verifying, as for emmpk one in which
QH fAgures are the .ﬂm“ Andin such a case
it is ot necessa by that the test total, or even
the ‘er to it, be ])Llntﬂd as ‘\L g (Flg. 2),
for it appears autematically what it is, when
attemni is made to add to the test number
any che« T number, correct or erroneous,
which is close enmwh to the correst check
number to be mistaken fov it. If correct,
the proof will be clear; if incorrect, atten-
tion will be directed to the (h%mllw. and
the mis-matching that was imminent will
be prevented.

The foregoing may be in addition to \iw
ual indie ations slre ady well lenown, suely a:
letter's of the alphahet, ov series numbers, ov
other devices, to distinguish difl

Terent series
ot mmﬂx g, or 1o Jlsu,n;pu:sh checks ema-
nating ivom different traflic centers, which
may be using simultaneously «hool\ s whore
numbers run somewhat the same, in case il
is preferred not to vely merely on the name
of the source for that distinction.

Although helcin referred to only as used
for baggage, it is obvious that the mnvention
applies S my sort of identification device
Whose operation depends on the comparison
of Lhe two numbers.

claim as my mvention :—

1. An identification check having two
separable parts marked with identical checl
numbers; one of said parts being murked

G0

o
ko4

90

a8

100

110

115

120

134



10

16

20

1,401,338

also with a test number; said test number
being such that when added to the check
number it makes a predetermined test total.

2. An identification check having two sep-
arable parts marked with identical check
numbers; one of said parts being marked
also with a test number; said test number
being such that when added to the check
number it makes a self-verifying test total.

3.. An identification check having two sep-
arable parts marked with identical check
numbers one of said parts being marked
also with a test number; said test number
being such that when added to the check
number it makes a test total in which the
figures under the columns added are all alike.

4. An identification check having two sep-
arable parts marked with identical check
numbers; one of said parts being marked
also with a test number; said test number
being such that when added to the check

number it makes a test total in which all
figures are 9’s.

5. An identification check having two sep-
arable parts marked -with identical check
numbers; one of said parts being marked
also with a test number; said test number
being such that when added to the check
number it makes a predetermined test total;
one of the numbers which is to be added be-
ing located near the edge of its part of the
check; and one of the parts having a space
adjacent to its number which is to be added,
whereby the two check parts may be posi-
tioned, one overlying the other, with their
numbers adjacent to each other, and with
said adjacent space in position to receive
the totai resulting from the addition of the
numbers on the two check parts.

Signed at Boston, Massachusetts, this
eleventh day of December, 1918.

JOHN R. LARACY.
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