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Zo all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JUDSON W. STEPHENS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Nor 
folk, in the county of Norfolk, State of Wir 
ginia, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Sanitary Tongs; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
Myinvention relates to sanitary tongs, and 

has for its object to provide a simple and ef 
fective device of this nature which may be 
employed in removing foreign matter bodily 
from a water-closet or other drainage. 

In the drawings forming a portion of this 
specification and in which like letters of ref 
erence indicate similar parts in the several 
views, Figure 1 is a side view of the complete 
device, the hidden portions of the mechanism 
being indicated in dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal section of the device, showing 
the mechanism in full lines. 

Referring now to the drawings, in construct 
ing a device in accordance with my invention 
I provide a tube C, having at one end out 
wardly-extending fingers b, the opposite end 
being slotted longitudinally at c. Within the 
tube a is arranged a rod d, to the lower end 
of which are pivoted the linkse and f of a 
pair of lazy-tongs, the coacting links g and h. 
terminating beyond their pivotal point i in 
fingers k and l, the former comprising a pair 
of digits and the latter a single digit adapted 
to enter between the former digits when the 
tongs are extended. The rod dextends up 
wardly throughout the tube C. and projects 
beyond its upper end, terminating in a knob 
m. Between the knob in and the upper edge 
of the tube C is arranged a helical springo, en 
circling the rod cl. Thus it will be seen that 
by resting the knob in in the palm of the 
hand, with the fingers encircling the arms b 

of the tube a, the rod d will be thrust into 
the tube and, by depressing the upper ends 
of the links e and f, will cause the lower end 
of the latter to press the upper end of the 
links g and h outwardly, causing the fin 
gers lc and l to open due to arrangement of 
the 
through the sides of the tube b, and thus 
forms a fixed support for the lazy-tongs. 
When pressure is removed from the knob in, 
the spring O acts to raise the rod d, the result 
being to close the lazy-tongs and cause agrip 
ping action of the fingers. 

It will be readily understood that I may 
make my device of any material that may be 
desired and that I may vary the particular con 
struction herein shown and described without 
departing in any way from the spirit of my in 
vention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is 
In a device of the class described, the com 

bination with a tube having a slotted lower 
end, and having arms extending laterally 
from its upper end, of a reciprocatory rod 
within the tube extending upwardly there 
from, a helical spring encircling the project 
ing end of the rod, said end being threaded, 
an adjusting-nut in engagement with the 
spring, the opposite end of which latter bears 
upon the upper end of the tube, a combined 
cap and jam-nut upon the upper extremity 
of the rod in engagement with the nut, claw 
levers crossed and pivoted within the slot of 
the tube, and links pivoted to the inner ends 
of the lever and to the lower end of the rod. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two Witnesses. 

JUDSON W. STEPHENS. 
Witnesses: 

D. H. STORTING, 
C. M. CRUSER, 
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