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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDWIN R. PROBERT AND CHARLES E. STUART, OF CANTON, OHO. 

FILING DEVICE. 

1,010,453. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 5, 1911. 
application filed June 3, 1911. Serial No. 631,049. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, EDWIN R. PROBERT 

and CHARLEs E. STUART, both citizens of the 
United States, and both residing at Canton, 

5 in the county of Stark and State of Ohio, 
have invented a new and useful Filing De 
vice, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. - 

Our invention relates to improvements in 
10 devices for the systematic and convenient 

filing and keeping of records in card in 
dexes and the like, and especially to a filing 
device for record cards wherein the con 
tainer for said record cards is provided with 

15 adjustable supporting plates which not only 
maintain the record cards in a substantially 
vertical position at all times, but permit the 
removal of a large number of record cards 
withf't seriously affecting the position of 

20 the ouher cards in the container. 
The objects of our invention are to gen 

erally improve devices of the character men 
tioned, to do away with the follower block 
now commonly used at the rear of the cards 

25 to card indexes, to provide for the keeping 
of record cards in a substantially vertical 
position in the container, whether many or 
few cards are in said container, to permit 
the removal of any number of cards from 

30 said colitainer without displacing the re 
maining cards, and to provide supporting 
plates for the record cards which will not 
only be longitudinally adjustable in the con 
tainer but which will also temporarily lock 

35 in position when tilted out of vertical posi 
tion. 
The above objects, together with other ob 

jects readily apparent to those skilled in the 
art, we attain by the construction illustrated 

40 in the accompanying drawings, although our 
invention may be embodied in other forms. 
the construction illustrated being chosen by 
way of example. 
In the drawings Figure 1 is a fragmentary 

45 perspective view of a card index drawer em 
bodying our invention. Fig. 2 is a perspec 
tive view of one of the supporting plates. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view 
through a card index drawer embodying our 

50 invention, said drawer shown as containing 
record eards, said view being taken on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 4. Fig. 4 is a transverse 
sectional 'view on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Throughout the several views similar 

55 numerals of reference indicate similar parts. 
The numeral 1 indicates the front of the 

drawer which may be made af wood and 
provided with a pull 2 having a label holl 
ing portion 3 if desired. The rear end 4 of 
the drawer may likewise be made of wood 
and is preferably provided with an inner 
face 5 backwardly slanting from bottom to 
top as illustrated in Fig. 3, said backwardly 
slanting face permitting the cards to lie 
against it in backwardly slanted position as 
will be well understood by those skilled in 
the art. The two sides and bottom of the 
drawer are preferably formed of a single 
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piece of sheet metal, each side being pro 
vided at the top edge with an outer down 
turned edge flange 6, an upper horizontal 
flange 7, an upper vertically disposed side 
portion 8, preferably extending from the 
flange downwardly substantially one-half 
of the depth of the drawer, where the inter 
mediate flange 9 extends outward horizon 
tally, from the outer edge of which the in 
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tegral lower side portion 10 extends verti. 
cally down to the integral bottom 11. It will 
thus be noted that the upper side portion 8 
and the lower side portion 10 on each side 

s of the drawer are offset from each other, the portions 8 being offset inwardly from the 
portions 10. 
Along the top edge of the tipper side por 

tions 8 are arranged the holding slots 12, 
the various slots being separated by inter 
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mediate stop portions 13 of considerably less . 
longitudinal dimension than the slots be 
tween which they are arranged. It will be 
understood that the slots 12 are arranged in 
oppositely disposed pairs in the two sides of 
the drawer so that the stop portions 13 are 
arranged in transversely disposed pairs 
from front to rear of the drawer. 

Each supporting plate 14 comprises a 
main body portion, preferably formed of 
sheet metal, of a width such that it will 
freely enter between the upper side portions 
8, and of a height substantially equal to the 
height of the two sides of the drawer, or 
extending slightly above the same, as illus 
trated in the drawings. The upper lugs 15 
are formed integrally with the plate and ex 
tend laterally in the same plane with the 
plate, said lugs being adapted to be ar 
ranged within the slots 12 on the two sides 
of the drawer. The lower lugs 16 are also 
formed integrally with the body of the plate 
and extend laterally in the same plane with 
the said body of the plate, and are adapted 
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9, as illustrated in Fig. 4. The supporting 
plates with said lugs should be stamped 
from sheet metal, by which method of manu 
facture they may be made both cheaply and 
well. For the purpose of inserting one of 
said plates into the drawer or removing it 
therefrom one side edge with its lugs 15 
and 16 should be advanced frontwardly as 
far as convenient, while the other side edge 
should be moved backwardly until a di 
agonal position of the plate within the 
drawer is attained such as to enable the lugs 
15 and 16 to clear the edges of the slots 12 
and the flanges 9. When the plate is trans 
versely disposed or substantially transversely 
disposed in the drawer, however, the lugs 
15 will remain within the slots 12 and will 
be limited in their movements by the edges 
of said slots, the stop portions 13 preventin 
the various plates from undue longitudinal 
sliding movement within the drawer, and 
the flanges 9 being engaged by the lugs 16 
when the plate is tilted out of the true hori 
One of the supporting plates should 

usually be provided for each pair of holding 
slots, but it will be understood that more 
than one supporting plate for each pair of 
slots may be arranged ln the drawer as cir 
cumstances may suggest. 
When the drawer has been supplied with 

its supporting plates it will be noted that 
each plate is free to slide longitudinally 
within the limits of the slots 12 within which 
its lugs 15 are arranged but that when the 
plate is tilted the lugs 16 will be thrown up 
wardly against the flanges 9 and the lugs 
15 will be brought downwardly into engage 
ment with the lower sides of the slots 12, 
thereby locking the plate against further 
longitudinal sliding movement, and permit 
ting it to stand in a slightly inclined position. 

In Fig. 3 I have indicated the various sup 
porting plates from front to rear by the let 
ters A, B, C, D, E and F. The numeral 17 
indicates the cards of the card index ar 
ranged between the various plates. Between 
the plates C and D and between the plates 
D and E the cards have been removed and 
the plate C has thereupon fallen slightly 
backwardly at the top out of true vertical 
position and has locked against longitudinal 
sliding movement, the cards in front of said 
plate resting against the same and the plates 
A and B assuming positions corresponding 
to the plate C. The plate D, being free 
from any pressure of contents of the drawer 
hangs in vertical position and may be freely 
slidably moved backwardly, it being sub 
stantially, at the forward ends of its holding 
slots. Some of the cards immediately back 
of the plate E have been drawn forward 
against said plate and said plate E has as 
sumed a frontwardly inclined position, 
whereupon its integral lugs have locked 
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it against longitudinal sliding movement as 
has been hereinbefore described, thus pro 
viding a substantial support for cards to 
rest against in forwardly inclined position, 
but being readily moved forwardly within 
its limits of sliding movement, if desired, by 
bringing said plate and cards into a slightly 
more vertical position, and thus unlocking 
the lugs from the edges of the slots 12 and 
the flange 9: 

It should 6f course be understood that 
while the plates have been described as 
“locking” in position when tilted, such 
locking is merely temporary and frictional, 
the locking effect being only sufficient to 
withstand the weight of the cards against 
the plates in their tilted positions, and pre 
vent said plates from sliding longitudinally. 
In this way when cards have been removed, 
as they have been from between the plates 
C and and D and E in Fig. 3, the spaces 
From which they have been removed will 
be sustantially maintained by reason of 
the lock g of the adjacent supporting 
plates, thus permitting the cards to be re 
placed in the drawer with much greater 
convenience than where the cards remain 
ing in the drawer when a portion of them 
have been removed are permitted to fall 
together in the manner common in devices 
of this character not embodying our inven 
tion. 

It will be noted from an inspection of 
Fig. 4 that the edge flanges 6 and the lower 
side portions 10 lie in substantially the same 
vertical planes, and that the said flanges 6 
and the flanges 7 serve to cover and protect 
the lugs 15 projecting through the slots 12. 
In this way a smooth outer surface is pre 
sented, preventing any catching of protrud 
ing portions when the drawer is moved into 
or out of its containing cabinet. 
While we have illustrated and more par 

ticularly described our invention as relating 
to a card index drawer it will be understood 
that any sort of container embodying our 
invention may be employed. It should also 
be noted that the device may be made en 
tirely of sheet metal, the wooden front and 
back not being used. - , 
Warious other modifications of detail, 

form and design may be substituted for that 
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shown and described without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. 
We claim:- - 

1. A filing device comprising a container, 
independent, slidably movable, normally 
vertical supporting plates arranged in said 
container, limiting means adapted to limit 
the sliding movement of each supporting 
plate, and means adapted to temporarily 
lock each plate against sliding movement 
when said plate is tilted out of the vertical position. 

2. A filing device comprising a container, 
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normally vertical supporting plates in said 
container, each plate adapted for independ 
ent slidable movement frontwardly and 
rearwardly in said container, means for 
limiting the sliding movement of each plate 
and means adapted to temporarily lock each 
plate against sliding movement when said 
plate is tilted out of the vertical position. 

3. A filing device comprising a container, 
and a longitudinal series of transversely 
disposed supporting plates arranged in said 
container, each plate adapted for independ 
ent movement toward and away from ad 
jacent plates of the series, means for limit 
ing the movement of adjacent plates toward 
and away from each other and means for 
temporarily locking each plate against 
movement toward or away from adjacent 
plates when said plate is tilted out of its 
normal plane. 

4. A filing device comprising a container 
provided with sides, said sides provided 
with limiting slots and flanges and a longi 
tudinal series of supporting plates provided 
with upper lugs and lower lugs, said upper 
lugs adapted to be arranged in said limiting 
slots and said lower lugs adapted. for en 
gagement with said flanges, each of said 
plates being adapted for limited longitudi 
nal sliding movement within said container 
and said lugs adapted to engage the sides 
of said slots and said flanges respectively 
when said plates are tilted. - , , 

8 
5. A filing device comprising a container 

provided with sides, each side provided at 35 
the top edge with an outer downturned edge 
flange, an upper horizontal flange, an upper, 
vertically disposed side portion extending 
from said horizontal flange downwardly, an 
intermediate flange extending from the 40 
lower edge of said upper side. portion out 
ward horizontally, and a lower side portion 
extending from the outer limit of said in 
termediate flange downwardly, each of said 
sides provided along its top edge with a 45 
longitudinal series sholding slots, the slots 
in the two sides of the container arranged in 
oppositely disposed pairs, a longitudinal 
series of transversely disposed, normally 
vertical supporting plates, each supporting 50 
plate provided with integral, laterally ex 
tending upper lugs and lower. lugs, the 
upper lugs of each plate being arranged 
in opposite holding slots and the lower lugs 
adapted to engage said intermediate flanges 55 
when said supporting plate is tilted front 
wardly or backwardly out of its normal 
vertical position. 

In testimony that we claim the above, 
we have hereunto subscribed our names in 60 
the presence of two witnesses. 

EDWIN, R. PROBERT. 
CHARLES E. STUART, 

Witnesses: 
IRENE LUTZ, 
WILLIAM. H. MILLER. 


