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Paul W. Ball, Tucumcari, N. Mex, 

Application December 16, 1949, Serial No. 133,227 
(C. 95-103) 5 Claims. 

1. 
The present invention relates to new and use 

ful improvements in the art of retouching photo 
graphs or photograph negatives, and more par 
ticularly to a retouching device mounted in the 
top of a retouching desk or table. 
An important object of the present invention is 

to provide a movable frame for clamping a photo 
graphic negative or the like thereon, with means 
for vibrating the frame under the retouching 
pencil or implement, to thus speed up the re 
touching operation. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an adjustable hand rest by means of which the 
retouching pencil may be held steady as it is 
guided over the vibrating work. 
A still further object is to provide a device of 

this character which may be easily attached in 
position to a retouching desk or table with slight 
alterations in the construction thereof and which, 
at the same time, is efficient and reliable in op 
eration, relatively inexpensive to manufacture, 
and otherwise well adapted for the purposes for 
which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings forming part 
hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like parts 
throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view; 
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on 

the line 2-2 of Figure 1: 
Figure 3 is an enlarged top plan view of the 

hand rest; 
Figure 4 is a side elevational view thereof; 
Figure 5 is a transverse Sectional view taken on 

the line 5-5 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is an enlarged plan view of the vibrat 

ing frame on which the Work is clamped; 
Figure 7 is a side elevational view thereof; and 
Figure 8 is an end elevational view with parts 

broken away and shown in section. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail where 

in for the purpose of illustration, I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the nu 
meral 5 designates a retouching desk or table 
having a preferably sloping top 6 provided with 
a work-illuminating opening 7 and beneath which 
a lamp 8 is Supported. 
A light-weight work-holding frame is shown at 

9 and is provided with a U-shaped clamp 0 hav 
ing its ends coiled around Screws at the sides 
of the frame and inserted in slots 9d to hold the 
free end of the clamp under tension transversely 
at the front end of the frame for vertical SWing 
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2 
ing movement of the Wire clamp 0. The wire 
clamp O is provided with a plurality of cushions 
2 of rubber or other suitable material for clamp 

ing a photographic negative or other work 3 
on the frame 9. 
The rear or upper edge of frame 9 is formed 

with a downturned flange or leg 4 to rest on 
the top 6, and the front or lower end of frame 
9 is provided at its under side with an internally 
threaded boss 5. 
A vibrating notor. 6 of a conventional type is 

secured to the under side of top 6 by a bracket 7 
and with the vibrating shaft 8 of the motor ex 
tending upWardly through an opening 9 of Suit 
able size in top 6 for attaching to boss f 5 of 
frame 9. A switch 20 is provided in the front of 
desk or table 5 for motor 6 and is connected in 
an electric circuit 2 with a Suitable Source of 
current, the circuit including the usual voltage 
regulator or condenser (not shown) as well as a 
rheostat to control the speed of the motor. 
An arm rest 22 is provided adjacent one end 

with a longitudinal slot 23 for attaching to the 
top 6 of the desk or table by means of a bolt and 
nut 24 to Secure the arm rest in Swingably and 
Slidably adjusted position on the desk. The free 
end of the arm rest is curved upwardly above the 
plane of its attached end and is formed with a 
relatively wide shelf 25 with an upstanding flange 
26 at its back edge to prevent slipping of the hand 
Of a perSon from the shelf of the arm rest. 
In the operation of the device, the frame 9 is 

attached to vibrating shaft 8 of motor 6 and the 
frame freely rests on the top 6 of the desk over 
the illuminating opening 7. A photograph nega 
tive or other work 3 is then secured on the frame 
9 by the clamp 0 and the operation of motor 6 
Sets up a vibration of frame 9 to thus vibrate the 
Work while a retouching pencil held in the hand 
of a person resting on arm rest 22 is guided over 
the work in the retouching operation. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the de 
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in this 
art. A more detailed description is accordingly 
deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and within the scope of the appended 
claims. 
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Having described the invention, what is claim 
ed as new is: 

1. A picture retouching device comprising a 
Work table having an illuminating Opening and a 
lamp beneath the top thereof, a work holder 
frame having an opening disposed in registry 
with said first-named opening, Said frame in 
cluding upper and lower frame Sections disposed 
in spaced parallel relation to each other and in 
tegrally united with each other at least at a por 
tion of the periphery of the frame, a vibrator at 
tached to said table, said vibrator including a vi 
brating element attached to said lower frame Sec 
tion, and means carried by the upper Section for 
Securing the Work thereto. 

2. A picture retouching device comprising a 
work table having an illuminating opening and a 
lamp beneath the top thereof, a work holder 
frame having an opening disposed in registry 
with said first-named opening, Said frame in 
cluding upper and lower frame sections disposed 
in spaced parallel relation to each other and in 
tegrally united to each other at least at a portion 
of the periphery of the frame, a vibrator attached 
to Said table, Said vibrator including a vibrating 
element attached to said lower Section, a pair of 
pins disposed between Said Sections adjacent the 
united portion thereof, a U-shaped resilient 
clamp overlying said upper frame Section and 
having the end portions thereof in engagement 
with the ends of said pins, and means yieldingly 
biasing Said U-shaped clamp into engagement 
With said upper frame section. 

3. A picture retouching device comprising a 
work table having an illuminating opening and 
a lamp beneath the top thereof, a Work holder 
frame having an opening disposed in registry 
With said first-named opening, said frame in 
cluding upper and lower frame Sections disposed 
in Spaced parall relation to each other and in 
tegrally united to each other at least at a portion 
of the periphery of the frame, a vibrator attached 
to Said table, said vibrator including a vibrating 
element attached to said lower section, a pair of 
pins disposed between said sections adjacent the 45 
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4. 
united portion thereof, a U-shaped resilient 
clamp overlying said upper frame section and 
having an intermediate portion of each of the 
legs thereof disposed about one of said pins, the 
ends of the legs of Said clamp being interposed 
between said sections to yieldingly bias the 
clamp into engagement with the upper face of 
Said Section. 

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said wi 
brator is attached to said lower sections adjacent 
its united end, and a depending lip on the end of 
Said lower section remote from the united end 
thereof for engaging the work table. 

5. A picture retouching attachment comprising 
an upper and a lower frame disposed in spaced 
parallel relation and integrally and resiliently se 
cured to each other at least at a portion of its 
periphery, means for attaching a vibrator to the 
lower Section, a pair of pins disposed between said 
Sections adjacent the secured ends thereof, a 
resilient U-shaped clamp in overlying engage 
ment with Said upper frame, having end portions 
Of each of the legs thereof disposed about one of 
Said pins, the ends of the legs of said clamp be 
ing interposed between said sections for yielding 
ly biasing Said clamp into engagement with said 
upper Section. 

PAUL W. BALL. 
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