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A DIRECT SEARCH METHOD AND APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RLATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The application claims the benefit of Chinese Patent Application No. 201210567829.0,
filed on December 24, 2012, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its entirety by

reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to the field of internet applications, and especially to a

direct search method and apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0003] With the development of internet technology, more and more information can be
obtained from the internet, and people can obtain the information more rapidly and more
comprehensively. However, with the massive information being provided, it becomes more
and more difficult for a user to find information exactly he needs among the massive
information. The search engine is used to search information that a user needs as exactly as it

can, to improve the efficiency of obtaining information.

[0004] When existing search engines search information at its best, the search engines will
return a lot of search results, resulting in that a user often needs to try a lot of keywords over
and over again and open a plurality of web pages that correspond to every keyword; however,
in these web pages, some are slow, have a lot of advertisements, and are even full of Trojans.
Generally, when a user uses a search engine, the search results he needs are easily to be
shown by a paragraph of words and/or an image, while the search engines in the existing
techniques can only return a plenty of links of the search results, and the user can only find
the content actually he needs by opening respective links one by one, which will eventually

result in that the process that the user obtains the data is complicated.

SUMMARY

[0005] The examples of the present disclosure provide a direct search method and apparatus
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to facilitate the user searching objects rapidly and to improve the search efficiency.

[0006] An example of the present disclosure provides a direct search method, the method

including:

[0007] displaying search classifications on a search interface of a client, wherein the search

classifications comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and article;
[0008] obtaining an inputted search keyword;
[0009] performing search according to the search keyword;

[0010] displaying search results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the

search classifications;

[0011] receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications; and
[0012] accessing content corresponding to the certain search result.

[0013] An example of the present disclosure provides a direct search apparatus, the

apparatus including:

[0014] a classified display module, to display search classifications on a search interface of a
client, wherein the search classifications comprise at least one of web page, image, video and

article;
[0015] a keyword obtaining module, to obtain an inputted search keyword;

[0016] a result display module, to perform search according to the search keyword obtained
by the keyword obtaining module and display search results of the search on the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

[0017] a direct access module, to receive an operation for a certain search result in the search
results via the search interface corresponding to the search classifications, and access the

content corresponding to the certain search result.

[0018] An example of the present disclosure provides a direct search apparatus, including:

S0
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[0019] one or more processors;
[0020] a memory; and

[0021] one or more program modules stored in the memory and to be executed by the one or

more processors, the one or more program modules comprise:

[0022] a classified display module, to display search classifications on a search interface of a
client, wherein the search classifications comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and

article;
[0023] a keyword obtaining module, to obtain an inputted search keyword;

[0024] a result display module, to perform search according to the search keyword obtained
by the keyword obtaining module and display search results of the search on the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

[0025] a direct search module, to receive an operation for a certain search result in the search
results via the search interface corresponding to the search classifications, and access content

corresponding to the certain search result.

[0026] An example of the present disclosure provides a non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium including a set of instructions for managing direct search software, the set of

instructions to direct at least one processor to perform acts of:

[0027] displaying search classifications on a search interface of a client, wherein the search

classifications comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and article;
[0028] obtaining an inputted search keyword;
[0029] performing search according to the search keyword;

[0030] displaying search results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the

search classifications; and

[0031] receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications; and
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[0032] accessing content corresponding to the certain search result.

[0033] As is known from the above examples of the present disclosure, since when the search
results are displayed on the search interface of the client and an operation for a certain search
result in the search results is performed, the content corresponding to the certain search result
can be accessed directly, compared with that, in the existing art, the search engines in the
existing art can only return links of a plenty of search results, and a user needs to open
respective links one by one to find the content he actually needs, the examples of the present
invention can precisely position the search objects of the user, reduce the interference of
useless information, search the content that the user actually needs quickly, improving search

efficiency even with massive information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0034] For a better understanding of the present disclosure, reference should be made to the
Detailed Description below, in conjunction with the following drawings in which like

reference numerals refer to corresponding parts throughout the figures.

[0035] Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a flowchart of a direct search method provided by

an example of the present disclosure;

[0036] Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided by

an example of the present disclosure;

[0037] Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided by

another example of the present disclosure;

[0038] Figure 4-a is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided

by another example of the present disclosure;

[0039] Figure 4-b is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided

by another example of the present disclosure; and

[0040] Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided by

an example of the present disclosure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0041] Reference will now be made in detail to examples, which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. In the following detailed description, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present disclosure. Also, the
figures are illustrations of an example, in which modules or procedures shown in the figures
are not necessarily essential for implementing the present disclosure. In other instances, well-
known methods, procedures, components, and circuits have not been described in detail so as

not to unnecessarily obscure aspects of the examples.

[0042] Please refer to Fig.1, which is a schematic diagram of a flowchart of a direct search
method provided by an example of the present disclosure, the executive body thereof can be a
browser on a PC or a browser on a mobile terminal, and mainly comprises the following step

S101, step S102, step S103 and step S104, the detailed description thereof is as follows:

[0043] S101, displaying search classifications on a search interface of the client, the search

classifications comprising web page, image, video and/or article.

[0044] As for a same search keyword, there are many corresponding search results that may
belong to different classifications. For example, search results corresponding to the search
keyword “1942” may be an article recording a certain history event that happened in 1942, or
may be the movie “Back To 1942 recently shown on line. To improve the search efficiency,
search classifications can be shown on a search interface of a client and the search
classifications include web page, image, video and/or article, etc. As such, when the user is
intended to search the movie, he can firstly select a video sub-interface of the search interface,
and then perform related subsequent operations. For example, if the user is intended to watch
the movie “Back To 1942” recently shown on line, then the user can firstly select the video
sub-interface of the search interface, and then perform related subsequent operations, e.g.,
clicking a “play” button to play on line. Therefore, it will not incur that after the operation on
the search results of “7942”, what is gotten is an article recording a certain history event that

happened in 1942.

[0045] S102, obtaining an inputted search keyword.

[0046] In the example of the present disclosure, the search keyword inputted by the user can
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be received from a search engine main page of the browser or from an input box of a search
tool (e.g., an address bar or a search bar, etc.). Of course, the present disclosure can use other
commonly used methods to obtain the search keyword, and the present disclosure should not
be limited to this. Among these, the search keyword can be directly inputted by the user and
can also be parsed according to the user’s input. The present disclosure has not defined the
specific method of “input”, and when using the present disclosure, a variety of input methods
can be used. For example, a keyboard input method (including a virtual keyboard or a
physical keyboard, etc.), a copy and paste method, a link automatic selection method (e.g.,
starting the search engine after the mouse selects a certain word), a speech input method, a

touch screen/board trajectory input method, etc. can be used.

[0047] S103, performing the search according to the search keyword and displaying search

results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the search classifications.

[0048] In the example of the present disclosure, the search according to the inputted search
keyword is performed backstage, while display of the search results can be performed on the
search interface corresponding to the search classifications of the client, and the specific
display position can be a dropdown box below an input box. What needs to be specified is
that the “search result” here does not mean final present of an object that the user needs to
search, but is a primary result gotten by association according to the keyword. For example,
when the user inputs a search keyword “WeChat”, after the search is performed backstage,
the search results shown on the search interface corresponding to the search classifications of

the client may be “WeChat”, “WeChat free download” and “WeChat version 2012”7, etc.

[0049] To find the content that the user actually needs to search as quickly as possible and to
improve the search efficiency, as an example of the present disclosure that performs the
search according to the search keyword and displays the search results on a search interface
corresponding to the search classifications of the client, it can match the preference degree of
the user for the search results corresponding to the search keyword after the search is
performed according to the search keyword. Specifically, since when the user uses the search
engine, he will select web pages that he needs from a search result index page by viewing
information such as abstracts or names, etc., e.g., surfing web sites by clicking hyperlinks on
the search result index page. By recording related information of “search keyword->click

operation” of the user, when the user inputs a certain search keyword, it can match the
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preference degree of the search results corresponding to the search keyword of the user.
Among them, the preference degree of the user for the search results corresponding to the
search keyword can be measured by the number of times viewing the search results, for
example, the more views of a certain search result, the higher degree that the user prefers the
search result; it can also be measured according to the view duration, whether copy and/or

save operation(s) being performed, etc., for a certain search result page that is opened.

[0050] After matching the preference degree of the user for the corresponding search results
of the search keyword, only the search results with high preference degree may be displayed
on the search interface of the client, and therefore, the efficiency of the user searching the

target content is highly improved.

[0051] S104, after an operation for a certain search result in the search results is received
from the search interface corresponding to the search classifications, accessing the content

corresponding to the certain search result directly.

[0052] In the example of the present disclosure, the operation for the certain search result in
the search results comprises clicking the certain search result in the search results, or clicking
a functional button adjacent to the certain search result. For example, when the search
keyword “WeChat” is inputted and the search results displayed on the search interface of the
client are “WeChat”, “WeChat free download” and “WeChat version 20127, if the “WeChat
version 2012” is the search result that the user wants, then the user clicks the search result of
“WeChat version 2012” directly, and accesses the content corresponding to the search result
of “WeChat version 20127, e.g., a web page, etc. In the example of the present disclosure,
functional buttons, e.g., buttons of “download”, “play”, etc. can be shown adjacent to the
search results. Therefore, the operation for the certain search result in the search results can
be clicking the functional button displayed adjacent to the certain search result in the search
results, for example, when the inputted search keyword is “ice and fire”, and the search
results shown on the search interface of the client may be “ice and fire”, “ice and fire pdf”, “a
song of ice and fire”, etc. And if the purpose of the user performing the search is to watch the
new movie “a song of ice and fire” on line, he can directly press the functional button “play”
shown adjacent to “a song of ice and fire” and directly access the content corresponding to
the search result of “a song of ice and fire”, i.e., playing the movie “a song of ice and fire” on

line directly.
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[0053] In the example of the present disclosure, if the displayed page of the direct search is
not consistent with what the user needs at this time, then the user can perform a backward
operation to display a search result index page. The so called search result index page is a
web page that the search engine displays the search results gotten after processing and
organizing , e.g., with high preference degree, to the user according to the search keyword
provided by the user. In other words, in the example of the present disclosure, when a certain
search result is incorrect, a search result index page of the real-time search of this time can be
shown to the user, without affecting the normal usage of the search engine. Specifically, the
backward operation can be realized in various ways, e.g., directly clicking a backward button
on the browser; or clicking a backward button on a floating window or on a direct search tool
bar, to realize the execution of the backward operation. Of course, it should be noted that the
backward operation is not the traditional backward operation, and in fact, the search result

index page gotten from the backward operation has not been displayed before.

[0054] As is known from the direct search method provided by the example of the present
disclosure, since when the search results are displayed on the search interface corresponding
to the search classifications, after an operation for a certain search result in the search results
is performed, the content corresponding to the certain search result can be accessed directly.
Compared with the fact that in the prior art, the search engines in the existing technology can
only return links of a plenty of search results and a user needs to open the respective links one
by one to find the content he actually needs, the method provided by the example of the
present disclosure can precisely position a search object of the user, reduce the interference of
useless information, rapidly find the content that the user actually needs to search, and

improve the search efficiency of massive information.

[0055] Please refer to Fig.2, it is a schematic diagram of a structure of the direct search
apparatus provided by an example of the present disclosure. To facilitate illustration, only a
part related to the example of the present disclosure is shown. The direct search apparatus
shown in Fig.2 can be a browser of a personal computer or a browser of a mobile terminal, or
a certain functional module/unit of a PC browser or a mobile terminal browser, which
comprises a keyword obtaining module 201, a result display module 202, a direct access

module 203 and a classified display module 204, wherein:

[0056] the classified display module 204 is configured to display search classifications on a
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search interface of a client, and the search classifications include web page, image, video

and/or article;
[0057] the keyword obtaining module 201 is configured to obtain an inputted search keyword;

[0058] the result display module 202 is configured to perform search according to the search
keyword obtained by the keyword obtaining module 201 and display search results of the

search on a search interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

[0059] the direct access module 203 is configured to, after it receives an operation for a
certain search result in the search results via the search interface corresponding to the search
classifications, directly access the content corresponding to the certain search result. Among
these, the operation for the certain search result in the search results comprises clicking the
certain search result in the search results or clicking a functional button displayed adjacent to

the certain search result, etc.

[0060] It is to be noted that, in the above example of the direct search apparatus, the division
of the respective functional modules is only used for illustration, and in the implementation, it
can be divided as needs, e.g., in consideration of the configuration requirements of
corresponding hardware or convenience of realization by software, the above functions can
be allocated to and carried out by different functional modules, that is, the inner structure of
the direct search apparatus is divided into different functional modules to carry out the above
all of or a part of functions. Meanwhile, in the practice, the corresponding functional modules
in the present example can be realized by corresponding hardware and can also be carried out
by corresponding software that is executed by corresponding hardware, e.g., the above
mentioned result display module can be hardware that carries out the search according to the
search keyword obtained by the keyword obtaining module (or the keyword obtainer) and
displaying the search results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the search
classifications, e.g., a result displayer, and it may be a general processor or other hardware
that can execute corresponding computer programs so as to carry out the above mentioned
functions; further, regarding the direct access module mentioned above, it may be hardware
that has a function of, after receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search
results via the search interface corresponding to the search classifications, accessing the

content corresponding to the certain search result directly, e.g., a direct accessor, or may be a
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general processor or other hardware device that can execute corresponding computer
programs so as to carry out the above functions ( the above described principle is applicable

to various examples provided by the present disclosure).

[0061] The exemplary result display module 202 of Fig.2 may comprise a matching unit 301
and a display module 302, as the direct search apparatus provided by another example of the

present disclosure as shown in Fig.3, wherein:

[0062] the matching unit 301 is configured to match the preference degree of the user for the
search results corresponding to the search keyword after the search is performed according to

the search keyword; and

[0063] the display unit 302 is configured to display the search results with a high preference

degree on the search interface corresponding to the search classifications.

[0064] Since when the user uses the search engine, he will select web pages he needs from
the search result index page by viewing information such as abstracts or names, etc., e.g.,
surfing web sites by clicking hyperlinks in the search result index page. By recording the
association information of ‘“search keyword->click operation” of the user, when the user
inputs a certain search keyword, in the direct search apparatus shown in Fig.3, the matching
unit 301 can match the preference degree of the user for the search results corresponding to
the search keyword. Among them, the preference degree of the user for the search results
corresponding to the search keyword can be measured by the number of times viewing the
search results, for example, the more views of a certain search result, the higher degree that
the user prefers the search result; it can also be measured according to the view duration,
whether copy and/or save operation(s) being performed, etc., for a certain search result page

that is opened.

[0065] After the matching unit 301matches the preference degree of the users for the
corresponding search results of the search keyword, the display unit 302 may only display the
search results with high preference degrees on the search interface corresponding to the
search classifications, and thus, the efficiency of the user searching the target content is
extremely improved. The direct search apparatus provided by Fig.2 or Fig.3 can comprise an

index re-presenting module 401, as the direct search apparatus provided by another example
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of the present disclosure shown in Fig.4-a or Fig.4-b. The index re-presenting module 401 is
configured to, when the user executes the backward operation, display an index page of the
search results. In other words, in the current example, when a certain search result is incorrect,
the index re-presenting module 401 still can display the index page of the search results of the
present real-time search, without affecting the user normally using the search engine.
Specifically, the backward operation can be realized in various ways, for example, by
clicking a backward button directly on a browser; or clicking a backward button on a floating
window or on a direct search tool, etc. can realize the execution of the backward operation.
Of course, it should be noted that the backward operation is not the traditional backward
operation, because, in fact, the search result index page gotten from the backward operation

has not been shown before.

[0066] It should be known that, since the content of information interaction, execution
process etc. among respective modules/units of the above apparatus are based on a concept
that is the same with the method examples of the present disclosure, the technical results
brought out thereby are the same with those of the examples of the present disclosure, and for
the detailed content, please refer to the description in the method examples of the present

disclosure and will not be elaborated herein.

[0067] The ordinary skilled in the art may understand that all of or a part of the steps in the
various methods of the present examples can be carried out by programs commanding related

hardware, such as one of or a variety of or all of the following methods:

[0068] displaying searching classifications on a search interface of the client, the search

classifications including webpage, image, video and/or article;
[0069] obtaining an inputted search keyword;

[0070] performing search according to the search keyword and displaying search results of

the search on a search interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

[0071] after receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the
search interface corresponding to the search classifications, directly accessing the content

corresponding to the certain search result.
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[0072] The foregoing description of a direct search method and apparatus of the examples of
the present disclosure, for purpose of explanation, has been described with reference to
specific examples. However, the illustrative discussions above are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the present disclosure to the precise forms disclosed. Many
modifications and variations are possible in view of the above teachings. The examples were
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of the present disclosure and its
practical applications, to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best utilize the present
disclosure and various examples with various modifications as are suited to the particular use

contemplated.

[0073] Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a structure of a direct search apparatus provided by
an example of the present disclosure. The direct search apparatus comprises: one or more
processors; a memory; and one or more program modules stored in the memory and to be
executed by the one or more processors, wherein the one or more program modules comprise:
a classified display module 204, to display search classifications on a search interface of a
client, wherein the search classifications comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and
article; a keyword obtaining module 201, to obtain an inputted search keyword; a result
display module 202, to perform search according to the search keyword obtained by the
keyword obtaining module 201 and display search results of the search on the search
interface corresponding to the search classifications; and a direct search module 203, to
receive an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the search interface
corresponding to the search classifications, and access content corresponding to the certain

search result.

[0074] The present disclosure provides a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
comprising a set of instructions for managing direct search software, the set of instructions to
direct at least one processor to perform acts of: displaying search classifications on a search
interface of a client, wherein the search classifications comprise at least one of web page,
image, video, and article; obtaining an inputted search keyword; performing search according
to the search keyword; displaying search results of the search on the search interface
corresponding to the search classifications; and receiving an operation for a certain search
result in the search results via the search interface corresponding to the search classifications;

and accessing content corresponding to the certain search result.
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[0075] The above examples may be implemented by hardware, software, firmware, or a
combination thereof. For example the various methods, processes and functional modules
described herein may be implemented by a processor (the term processor is to be interpreted
broadly to include a CPU, processing unit/module, ASIC, logic module, or programmable
gate array, etc.). The processes, methods and functional modules may all be performed by a
single processor or split between several processors; reference in this disclosure or the claims
to a ‘processor’ should thus be interpreted to mean ‘one or more processors’. The processes,
methods and functional modules are implemented as machine readable instructions
executable by one or more processors, hardware logic circuitry of the one or more processors
or a combination thereof. The modules, if mentioned in the aforesaid examples, may be
combined into one module or further divided into a plurality of sub-modules. Further, the
examples disclosed herein may be implemented in the form of a software product. The
computer software product is stored in a non-transitory storage medium and comprises a
plurality of instructions for making an electronic device implement the method recited in the

examples of the present disclosure.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1, A search method, comprising:

displaying search classifications on a search interface of a client;

obtaining an inputted search keyword;

performing search according to the search keyword;

displaying search results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the
search classifications;

receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the search
interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

accessing content corresponding to the certain search result.

2, The method according to claim 1, wherein displaying the search results of the
search on the search interface corresponding to the search classifications comprises:

after performing the search according to the search keyword, matching a user’s

preference degree for search results corresponding to the search keyword; and

displaying search results with high preference degree on the search interface

corresponding to the search classifications.

3, The method according to claim 1, wherein the operation for the certain search result
in the search results comprises clicking the certain search result in the search results or

clicking a functional button displayed adjacent to the certain search result in the search results.

4, The method according to any of claims 1 to 3, further comprising:

performing a backward operation to display an index page for the search results.

5. The method according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the search classifications

comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and article.

6, A search apparatus, comprising:
a classified display module, to display search classifications on a search interface of a
client, wherein the search classifications comprise at least one of web page,

image, video, and article;
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a keyword obtaining module, to obtain an inputted search keyword;

a result display module, to perform search according to the search keyword obtained
by the keyword obtaining module and display search results of the search on
the search interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

a direct search module, to receive an operation for a certain search result in the search
results via the search interface corresponding to the search classifications, and

access the content corresponding to the certain search result.

7, The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the result display module comprises: a
matching unit, to match a user’s preference degree for search results corresponding to the
search keyword after performing the search according to the search keyword; and

a display unit, to display the search results with high preference on the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications.

8, The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the operation for the certain search
result in the search results comprises clicking the certain search result in the search results or

clicking a functional button displayed adjacent to the certain search result in the search results.

9, The apparatus according to any of claims 6 to 8, further comprising:
an index re-presenting module, to display an index page for the search results when

the user performs a backward operation.

10. The method according to any of claims 6 to 8, wherein the search classifications

comprise at least one of web page, image, video, and article.

11, A search apparatus, comprising:
one or more processors;
a memory; and
one or more program modules stored in the memory and to be executed by the one or
more processors, the one or more program modules comprise:
a classified display module, to display search classifications on a search
interface of a client;

a keyword obtaining module, to obtain an inputted search keyword;
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a result display module, to perform search according to the search
keyword obtained by the keyword obtaining module and display search results
of the search on the search interface corresponding to the search classifications;
and

a direct search module, to receive an operation for a certain search result
in the search results via the search interface corresponding to the search

classifications, and access content corresponding to the certain search result.

12, A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium comprising a set of
instructions for managing direct search software, the set of instructions to direct at least one
processor to perform acts of:

displaying search classifications on a search interface of a client;

obtaining an inputted search keyword;

performing search according to the search keyword;

displaying search results of the search on the search interface corresponding to the

search classifications; and

receiving an operation for a certain search result in the search results via the search

interface corresponding to the search classifications; and

accessing content corresponding to the certain search result.
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