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To all whom'it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun Nussks, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Witten-
berg, in the county of Shawano and State of
Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Automatic Track-Closer, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. ’

This invention relates to an automatic
track closer adapted especially to be used

upon elevated trackways, at barns, stables

and the like and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of its parts as
hereinafter shown and. described. In such
structures it is the usual practice to have a
portion of the trackway within the structure
and another portion extending outside there-
of. The structures are usually provided with
sliding doors and in order to close the same
it is the common practice to provide a track
with a detachable section in the path of the
door, When the dooris closed this section
is removed and it frequently happens that
when the door is opened that failure is made

- to replace these detachable sections and con-
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sequently when the carrier moves along the
track it falls from the same at the point

» thereof where the detachable section should
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be and results in annoyance and frequently
damage. . .

It is the object of the present invention to
provide medns for automatically closing the

track against the passage of the carriage

From within the structure when the door
sec-

thereof is open and the detachable track
tion is out of position. C
With this object in view the automatic
track closer includes a bumper pivotally
mounted and-adapted to be held out of the
path of movement when the detachable track
section is in position and which automatic-

ally falls down and closes the track within'
the structure when the said detachable track

section is removed. :

'In the accompanying drawing:—Figure 1
is a side elevation of a portion of the track
showing the track closer in position. Fig.
2 is a detailed enlarged'side elevation of the
track closer. Fig. 3 is a detailed enlarged
plan view of the track closer.

In Fig. 1 of the drawings so much of the
barn or stable structure and the several sec-
tions are illustrated as to permit our under-
standing of the structure and mode of oper-

ation of the track closer. The barn or stable

structure is provided with the usual rafters
or beams 1 from which hangers 2 depend.

The interior track section 3 is located in
the said structure and the said structure
is provided upon its outer side and above its
door opening with a rail or track 4 upon
which the barn or stable door (not shown)

‘is adapted to travel in the usual manner.

A beam 5 is located outside of the barn or
stable structure and is provided with hang-
ers 6 which support the outer track sec-
tion 7 in the usual manner. The adjacent
ends of the track sections 8 and 7 are spaced

from each.other and the said space occurs

in the path of movement of the door adapt-
ed to travel upon the rail 4. A detachable
track section 8 is adapted to fit between the
adjacent ends of the track sections 8 and 7
in the usual manner and when the said sec-
tion 8 is in position communication is main-
tained between the said track sections 8 and
7, while, when the said section 8 is detached
communication between the said sections 3
and 7 is interrupted but sufficient space is
provided to permit the door which travels
upon the rail 4 to close over the door open-
ing of the barn or stable structure. All of

‘the track sections 3, 7 and 8 are provided

with laterally disposed flanges 9 upon which
the wheels of the carriage travel in the
usual manner.

A hanger 10 depends from one of the
beams or rafters 1 -of the barn or stable
structure and is connected at its lower end
with the upper portion of the outer end of
the track section 3. A bumper 11 is pivot-
ed to the hanger 10 and is approximately
L shape in side elevation. The bumper 11
is provided at the extremity of its outer end
with -a laterally disposed lug 12 which is

adapted to fit under:-the adjacent end of the.

track section 8 when the same is'in position
between the track sections 3 and 7 and the
intermediate portion of the outer end of the
said bumper 11 is adapted to lie between
the upper portions of the adjacent endsof the

traclk sections 8 and 8 in the manner as-

shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings when the

said track section 8 is in position as indi- -
“cated. The inneér end portion of the bumper

11 is bifurcated as at 13 and the branches
at the inner end of the said bumper 11 are
adapted to travel the upper portion of the
track section 8 and lie upon the flanges 9
thereof when the outer portion of the said
bumper 11 swings upwardly and away from

‘the end of the track section' 3. From its

pivot to its opposite end the bumper 11 is
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heavier at that end portion 8 which is pro-
vided with the bifurcation 13 than at that

.end portion which is provided with the lug

12. Therefore it will be seen that when the
track section 8 is positioned between the
track sections 3 and 7 and the inner end of
the track section 8 rests upon the lug 12 of
the bumper 11 the bifurcated end of said
bumper 11 will be held in an elevated posi-
tion and no obstruction is presented to the
free passage of a carriage along the flanges
9 of the track sections 3, 8 and 7. However,
when the track section 8 is removed the
bifurcated end of the bumper 11 will gravi-
tate and the ends of the flanges at the bifur-
cated end of the said bumper will rest di-
rectly upon the upper surfaces of the flanges
9 of the track section 8. Thus the door of
the barn or stable structure may be closed
and when the said door is opened and prior
to positioning the track section 8 between
the track sections 3 and 7 it is impossible
for the carriage to roll down along the track
section 8 and off at the end of the same for
the reason that the wheels of the carriage
will encounter the branches at the bifur-
cated end of the bumper 11 and their prog-

~ ress along the track section 3 will be stopped.
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‘Having described the invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent is:—

1. In combination with relatively fixed
track sections having spaced adjacent ends
and a detdachable track section adapted to fit

"between the ends of the fixed track sections,

a bumper located over one of the fixed track

£67,3%¢

sections and held in an unobstructed posi-
tion by the detachable track section when
applied and which automatically obstructs
the track section over which it is located
when the said detachable track section is
removed, said bumper also serving in part
as a supporting means for the detachable
track section. :

‘2. In combination with relatively fixed
track sections having spaced adjacent ends,
and a detachable track section adapted to
fit between the adjacent ends of the fixed
track sections, a hanger depending from a
fixed support and connected at its lower por-
tion with one of the fixed track sections, a
bumper pivotally mounted upon said hanger
and being approximately L shaped in side
elevation, said bumper having at the extrem-
ity of one end a lug and being provided at
its other end with a bifurcation, the detach-
able track section when inserted between the
adjacent ends of the fixed track sections be-
ing adapted to rest upon the said lug and
hold the bifurcated end of the bumper in an
elevated position with respect to said track
section over which it is located, the bifur-
cated end of said bumper being heavier than
that end portion of the bumper which is pro-
vided with said lug. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, [ have hereto afixed my signa-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN NUESKE.

Witnesses:

HerMan Wiskow,
(GoTTLIER SCHLEL
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