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My invention relates to convertible outfit cases 
for use in the open air by excursion or pleasure 
parties, Such as persons holding a picnic, engaged 
in camping, or traveling by automobile. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

an improved equipment of the character referred 
to, which will be simple in construction, easy to 
manipulate, and portable; and one in which the 
parts, in order to be conveniently transported 
by automobile or carried by hand, are so con 
structed and arranged that they can be trans 
formed either into cases characteristic Or Sug 
gestive of Suitcases or into accessories or assem 
blies capable of being put into such cases. 

It is within the province of my invention to 
furnish from suitcase assemblies the equipment 
necessary to erect or set up a bench structure in 
the form of a hollow Square, adapted to Surround 
a central table and to seat together about Such 
table a pleasure party consisting of a number of 
persons; and further to provide, for Support by 
the bench structure, a framework for carrying an 
overhead canopy or tent-like covering. 
My invention in its preferred embodiment aS 

reduced to practice includes a Suitcase composed 
of parts convertible into main bench Sections, 
which come at opposite sides of the central table, 
which support the tent framework, and to which 
auxiliary bench sections are connected in place 
so as to produce a bench having the form of a 
hollow square. The table itself is produced from 
a second suitcase which is adapted to carry the 
auxiliary bench sections and other parts of the 
equipment. 
Other objects and aspects of the invention Will 

appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the improved portable 

equipment or kit, and in the construction, COm 
bination and relative arrangement of parts, as 
will be hereinafter more fully set forth and subse 
quently incorporated in the subjoined claims. 
The invention will be best understood by re 

ferring to the accompanying drawings, which 
form a material part of this application, and in 
which: 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view, showing 
the outfit as it appears when erected and in con 
dition for use by a picnic or camping party, the 
tent covering being broken away in order better 
to illustrate the tent framework, and the table 
being shown in dash-dot lines; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the main Suitcase 
which is convertible into the main bench sec 
tions; 
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Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the main Suit 
case opened; 

Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view showing the 
aSSembly of parts Which constitute the apex of 
the tent framework; 

Fig. 5 is a section taken on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 4 

Fig. 6 is a plan and Section of the top end of 
One of the corner upright couplings for the frame 
Work; 

Fig. 7 is a Section taken on the line 7-7 of 
Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view on a 
larger Scale, showing the connecting devices pro 
vided on the ends of the auxiliary bench sections; 

Fig. 9 is a similar view, but showing the type of 
SocketS provided in the main bench Sections for 
receiving the connecting devices; and 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the Second Suitcase from which the table is pro 
duced. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, M. desig 
nates in general the main suitcase which is con 
vertible into the main bench sections, while N 
designates the suitcase, fractionally shown, which 
is convertible either into a table or a baby's cradle 
and which may be employed as the means for 
carrying the auxiliary bench sections. 
The main Suitcase M, according to the present 

exemplification, is composed of four similar 
elongated bOX-like structures a, a, b and b'. Each 
of these box-like structures includes a back wall 
10, opposite side walls 11 and 11’ and opposite 
end Walls 12 and 12'. As clearly shown in Figs. 2 
and 3, the box-like structures are connected by 
pairs in order to provide the main bench sections, 
a and a' being connected by hinges 13 to provide 
One main bench section and b and b' being con 
nected by hinges 13' to provide the second main 
bench Section. As shown, the hinges 13 and 13' 
join the inner ends 12' of the respective pairs. As 
best ShoWn in Fig. 3, the respective pairs a, a 
and b, b' are adapted to be arranged side by side 
With the Side Walls 11' of one pair abutting the 
side Walls 11 of the other pair. The two pairs are 
then detachably united by means of connecting 
devices COmprising Studs 14 pivoted to move on 
axis pins 15 SO as to be applied across the abutting 
sides 11’ 11’ and to enter into suitable open 
notches therein; and said studs have wing nuts 16 
Screw-threaded thereon, which, when the studs 
have been entered in the notches, may be turned 
home and tightened so as to securely hold the 
two pairs together. Then by closing the box-like 
Structures a, b upon their complementary struc 
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2 
tures a b', the Suitcase M is produced, the pairs 
Of free ends 12 being then Connected by any Suit 
able clasp nechanisin (not ShoWn). The Outer 
SideS 11 of the pair C. C.’ Imay be provided With Suit 
able hand grips as 17. 
By naking the main Suitcase iwi as described, 

the tWO pairs a, a ', and t, t', may be separated by 
loosening the Wing nutS 16 and Withdrawing the 
Studs 14 from the trainSWeise notches in the abut 
ting Sides I. NOW each. Of the box-like Struc 
tures d, d, and b, b' is provided With tWO Sup 
porting leg members 18, which are Secured by 
hingeS 19. These Supporting legs are of a Width 
to fit between tile Sides 1 and ii' and they are 
hinged in Such position that they may be col 
lapsed One upon the other Within the box struc 
ture, or extended at right angles With respect to 
the back 10 Of the box structure. One leg is 
hinged at either end of the box as ShoWin and in 
Such manner that When extended at right angles 
to the back 10 it Will a but against the adjacent 
end of the box. iiLS, One leg Will a but against 
the end 12 while the other leg Will abut against 
the end 12. To maintain the legS in extended 
position, i. prefer to employ Suitable angle braces 

• 20 carried by the sides of the boxes and provided 
with elongated slots 21 in Winich Work Suitable 
pins 22 which project from the legs. When the 
legs are extended the pins enter Suitaiole dwells 
asSociated with the slots So as to be maintained 
thereby in firm abutment against the ends of the 
bOXes. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the pair d, d' is adapted to be 

Set up to constitute a main bench Section. On Which 
persons may sit along One Side Of the table T 
which is produced from the other Suitcase N, 
while the pair b 5’ is adapted to be set up to con 
stitute a parallel main bench Section extending 
along the opposite side of the table. These tWO 
main parallel bench Sections are then connected 
by auxiliary bench sections of which there are 
two for connecting the opposite ends of the main 
bench Sections SO as to COmplete about the Central 
table T a bench in the form of a hollow square. 
Each of the auxiliary bench sections comprises 
elongated box-like Structures c and d hinge con 
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nected at 23 and each having a hinge Connected 
leg 24 arranged in a manner Similar to the legs 
of the box structures forming the main bench 
Sections. The Outer ends of each of the Struc 
tures c and d are Orovided With Connecting de 
vices in the form of headed pins 25 as best shown 
in Fig. 8. For the reception of these headed pins, 
the adia cent sides of the main bench Sections are 
provided with keepers in the form of eyes 26 and 

- communicating slots 27, as best ShoWn in Fig. 9. 
The heads are adapted to enter the eyes 26 and 
to be moved behind the Walls defining the com 
municating slots 27 SO as to provide a firin union; 
it being observed that the headpins 25 are carried 

- by plates 28 Which are Secured in a counter 
Sunk position in the ends of the auxiliary Sections, 
while the eyes 26 and communicating slots 27 are 
provided in other plates 29 similarly countersunk 
in the adjacent Sides Of the main bench Sections. 

' Through these connecting means, the auxiliary 
bench Sections may be detachably Secured in 
place between the main bench Sections; and this 
arrangement is such that, where desired, any one 
of the box structures composing the auxiliary 

- bench Sections may be disconnected from its ad 
jacent nain bench Section and dropped down to 
the earth as illustrated in Fig. 1, in Order to pro 
wide Suitable ingreSS Oregress to the Space around 

i5 the center table. 

1,941,652 
According to a feature of my invention the 

main bench Sections are employed as means for 
Supporting a tent framework. Thus, in Fig. 1, 
it Will be seen that at the corners of the main 
bench Sections there are provided suitable eye 
let holders 30 and 31, arranged in alignment, 
the eyelet holder 30 being attached to the corner 
Of the box structure, while the eyelet holder 31 
is attached to the corner supporting leg. Re 
movably engaged with each pair of eyelet holders 
is a Corner upright 32, equipped at its top end 
With a corner coupling device which is indicated 
generally by the numeral 33. It Will be noted 
that the upright rods 32 may touch the ground 
and extend Well above the benches to add sta 
bility to the same when joined together, as shown 
in the drawings. The corner coupling devices 
are designed to afford means whereby detach 
ably to Secure croSS members 34 and top or cover 
members 35 to the corner uprights. As illus 
trated in FigS. 6 and 7 in detail, each coupling 
device consists of a sleeve 36 which is screw 
threaded upon the corner upright and a tubular 
member 37 which is Screw-threaded into the 
Sleeve in axial alignment thereWith SO as to re 
ceive therein the angularly bent end portion 38 
of the top member 35 for that particular corner. 
The sleeve 36 carries an upwardly extending Snap 
clasp device 39 adapted detachably to Secure 
upon the tubular member 37 the loop portions 
40 which comprise, respectively, the terminals 
of the two cross members 34 which converge at 
the corner for union with the corner uprights 
32. As will be observed, the end portion 38 is 
firmly secured in the tubular member 37 by 10 
means of a pinch SCreW 4l which is Screw-threaded 
transversely through the sleeve 36 and tubular 
member 37. The top or cover members 35 con 
Verge to produce the apex of the tent, and as 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5, each is formed with a 15 
terminal loop 42 which Surrounds a stud 43. One 
end of the stud 43 is provided with a head 44 
and opposite thereto it carries a wing nut 45 
which is Screw-threaded thereon. Under this 
arrangement, the terminal loops 42 may be se-120 
cured tightly against one another between the 
head 44 and Wing nut 45. Owing to the fact that 
the bench structure Surrounding the central 
table is in the form of a hollow Square and fur 
ther to the fact that the corner uprights 32 are 125 
Supported by the main bench sections at the 
Outer corners thereof, there is no interference 
With the seating capacity of the bench structure 
and both the bench structure and the central 
table may be covered over by a canopy or cow 
ering 46 which is stretched over the top or roof 
members 35 and dra Wn tightly downwardly from 
the central apex to the croSS members 34. The 
canopy or covering may be Secured in place by 
any Suitable means, that shown herein consist 
ing of clipS 47 furnished. On the interior of the 
canopy and adapted to be Snapped over the cross 
members 34. Also, for further securing the can 
opy in place at the corners of the tent structure, 
each of the corner uprights 32 may be provided 
With an angle piece 48 to which a flap. 49 may be 
Secured. The flaps 49 for attachment to the angle 
pieces 48 are provided on the interior of the 
canopy. Preferably, and as shown, the canopy 
is furnished with a fringe 50 which depends from 
the cross pieces 34. W 

Each of the corner uprights 32, cross pieces 34 
and top pieces 35 is preferably made up of a 
plurality of rods which are screw-threaded to 150 
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1,941,652 
gether end to end as at 51, These rods, when 
Separated, are of less length than the length of 
the respective suitcases, so that they may be put 
in the Suitcases for transportation, 
As previously intimated, the table T is pro 

duced from the Suitcase N, and for the details of 
this transmission, reference may be had to my 
companion case above referred to. Said suitcase 
N may also be employed as a container in which 
to pack for transportation the auxiliary bench 
sections, the canopy, and also some or all of the 
rods which result from Separating the upright 
members 32, cross members 34 and top members 
35. 

It may be stated here that in dismantling the 
tent, it is only necessary to loosen the pinch 
screws 41 in order to remove the top members 35, 
whereupon the loop portions 40 can be pressed 
out of engagement With the Snap clasp 39 and 
off the tubular member 37. Upon loosening the 
wing nut 45, the radiating terminal loops 42 
may be swung into a compact Symmetrical bundle 
and then resecured in Such condition by the Wing 
nut. In this Way, I make a compact bundle, 
which occupies but little Space, and may be placed 
in one of the Suitcases. 
When the outfit is erected for use as illustrated 

in Fig. 1, a very firm and stable structure is pro 
vided, and one which is not easily upset, owing to 
the fact that the bench structure, by which the 
tent is supported, is in the form of a hollow Square. 
By those familiar with tent structures and the 
conventional means of Securing the same, it will 
be readily understood that when a strong wind 
is blowing suitable guy ropes may be employed 
to connect the tent framework With pegs which 
are driven into the ground in Spaced relation 
about the structure. With a little practice the 
structure may be either erected or dismantled 

3 
with dispatch. The two suitcases into which the 
elements of the outfit are in part transformed 
and in part packed, are convenient for handling 
and carrying, and as well for transporting by 
automobile. 

It will be manifest from the foregoing that I 
have disclosed a thoroughly satisfactory Outfit 
which embodies the features of advantage enu 
merated in the statement of the invention and 
above description, and while I have, in the present 
instance, shown and described a preferred en 
bodiment thereof as reduced to practice, it is to 
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85 

be understood that the construction is suscep 
tible of modification in various particulars with 
out departing from the spirit or Scope of my in 
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages. 

claim: 
1. In an outfit of the character set forth, a case 

separable into sections, each of which comprises 
a plurality of hinge-connected box-like struc 
tures adapted to be put in lengthwise relation 
to constitute a bench unit, legs associated with 
the box-like structures and movable to a posi 
tion to support the structures as bench units, and 
means comprising auxiliary benches for connect 
ing the box-like structures of one bench unit with 
those of the next bench unit. 

2. In an outfit of the character set forth, a case 
separable into sections, each of which comprises 
a plurality of hinge-connected box-like struc 
tures adapted to be put in lengthwise relation to 
constitute a bench unit, legs associated with the 
box-like structures and movable into a position 
to support the structures as bench units, auxil 
iary bench units, and coupling means on the first 
named bench unit and auxiliary unit for detach 
ably securing them together. 

PETER BELLAVIA. 
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