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My invention relates to girdles or like ga'- 
ments. 
An important object of the invention is to 

provide a garment of the above-inentioned char 
acter Which Will give the naximum freedom of 
movement to the user, as when dancing, etc. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a garment of the above-mentioned character 
Which Will promote the comfort of the Wearer. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a garnent of the above-mentioned character 
Which will remain in position against inproper 
rising movement Without the use of garter at 
tachmentS. 
A further cbject of the invention is to provide 

means whereby the pull on the garment due to 
the raising of one leg is transmitted to the other 
leg receiving portion of the garment in a gen 
erally horizontal direction, thus preventing the 
ulpWard Creeping of the garnent. 
Other objectS and advantages of the invention 

Will be apparent during the course of the follow 
ing description. 

In the accompanying drawings forning a part 
of this application and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts throughout 
the Sane, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a gil'dle en 
bodying my invention, 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the same, 
Figure 3 is a rear elevation of the same, 
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Figure 4 is a Vertical Section take on line -i 
of Figure 2, 

Figure 5 is a horizontal Section taken on line 
5-5 of Figure 2, 

Figure 6 is a rear elevation of a girdle embody 
ing a modified form of the invention, 

Figure 7 is a front elevation of a girdie en 
bodying a further modification of the invention, 
and, 

Figure 8 is a rear elevation of the girdie shown 
in Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is a front elevation of a girdle en 
bodying a further rinodification of the invention, 

Figure 10 is a rear elevation of the same, and 
Figure 11 is a front elevation of a further incoli 

fied form Gf the invention. 
Attention being called first to Figures 1 to 5 

inclusive, the numeral f designates the tubular 
or body receiving portion of the girdle, including 
side panels . The side panels are flexible 
and are formed of elastic fabric, Woven or knit, 
and this elastic fabric is preferably both hori 
ZOntally and vertically elastic. It is also pre 
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ferred that the side panels have a longer and 53 

easier or weaker stretch vertically than hori 
ZOntally. The body portion is shown as fur 
ther preferably comprising a front panel 2, 
Stitched to the sides by lines of Stitching 3. 
The panel 2 is preferably horizontally non 
elastic and vertically elastic. The body portion 
A further comprises a rear panel 4, attached 
to the side panels as shown at 5 and this 
rear panel is preferably Vertically elastic and 
horizontally non-elastic. 
Arranged at the top of the body portion it is 

a horizontally elastic band 3, having Spaced 
transverse stiffening ribs f, held in pockets 
therein. This band may be of a construction 
as shown and described in my Patent No. 
2,136,742. The band extends over the top edge 
of the Side panels and the top edge of the 
rear panel 4, and is Stitched to these parts by 
a line of zig-zag Stitching 8. The band 6 is 
secured to the edges of the front panel 2 by 
lines of Stitching 19. It is thus seen that the 
band is extends throughout at least a portion 
of the circumference of the body portion 0, at 
its top, and its function is to prevent the top of 
the body portion 9 from rolling. The side 
panes and panels 2 and 4 are free from ribs 
and their upper ends would tend to roll. 
Secured to the lower ends of the flexible and 

elastic side panels , by zig-zag stitching 20 
are sections of Webbing 2. These Sections of 
webbing are relatively wide vertically and are 
provided with transverse stiffening ribs 22, 
Spaced as ShoWn. The Webbing is similar to that 
shown and described in my said Letter's Patent 
No. 2,136,742. The webbing 2 is horizontally 
elastic and preferably vertically inelastic and 
the stiffening ribs prevent the Webbing from 
folding Wertically. The opposite ends of the 
Webbing 2 are cut diagonally, at their upper 
horizontal edges as indicated at 23 providing 
tapered portions 24, at the front and back of 
the garment. The ribs in the tapered portion 
2 are correspondingly shortened. 
The front panel 2 has its lower end cut to 

provide an upwardly arched edge 25, preferably 
faced with a longitudinally elastic finishing tape 
26. The arching of the front panel is preferably 
pronounced, to give extreme freedom of action 
of the limbs. This arching affords downwardly 
projecting tapered extensions 27, which overlap 
the tapered portions 24, and are stitched there 
to by the lines of Stitching 3. It should be 
noted that the attachments of the tapered por 
tions 27 With the tapered portions 24 are imme 
diately forwardly of one of the full-length 



2 
stiffening ribs 22. This is important in the 
transmission of the pull exerted upon the panel 
2 to the webbing 2 ?, as Will be more fully ex 

plained. 
The ends of the lower front edge 26 are dis 

posed between the ends of the front ribs 22, 
near points equidistantly spaced from the ends 
of the ribs, but preferably slightly below these 
points. 
In a similar manner, the back panel has 

its lower end slightly arched to provide an edge 
28, faced with a longitudinally elastic finishing 
tape 29. The arching of the edge 28 is not as 
pronounced as the arching of the lower end of 
the front panel. 
portions or ends 39, arranged upon the outer 
side of the tapered portions 23, and attached 
thereto by continuations of the lines of Stitching 
5, as shown. The tapered ends 3 are attached 

to the tapered portions 24, as stated, in advance 
'of the rear ribs 22, and at points preferably 
equidistantly spaced from the ends of the same. 
Attached to the tapered portions 24 are nar 

row Sections of Webbing 3i, by means of Stitch 
ing 32. The webbing 3i is longitudinally elastic 
and preferably vertically inelastic and carries 
transverse or vertical stiffening ribs. This Web 
bing is preferably of the construction shown and 
described in my said Patent No. 2,136,742. The 
Webbing 3 and the Webbing 2 produce leg en 
circling rings or bands. The sections of webbing 
2 form continuations of the side panels , and 
these side panels extend at their lower ends be 
IoW the front and back panels, whereby the front, 
and back panels are cut high. The Webbing 2 
forms a continuation of the sides . The tapered 
portions 24 of the Webbing and the narrow Web 
bing 3 produce a leg encircling band. The front 
panel 2 and the rear panel & overlap the cuter 
portions 24 of the leg encircling bands. The 
lower edges 25 and 23 of the front and back 
panels 2 and 4 respectively are arranged at 
an elevation above the lower edges of the side 
portions, thus promoting the freedom of nove 
ment of the user. 
In the use of the form of girdle shown in 

Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, the leg encircling bands 
and associated elements prevent the girdle from 
rising on the wearer. If the user raises the right 
leg, the pull upon the front panel is directed in 
Such a manner that the leg encircling band of 
the left leg will not be elevated on the leg. As 
shown, the inner portion of the leg encircing 
band in Substantial alignment with the central 
longitudinal axis of the panel 2 is free from 
connection with the panel 2 and there is no 
upward pull upon this inner portion. Due to 
the fact that the panel 2 is attached to one 
Webbing 2 nearer the outer side of the leg and 
to the other webbing 2 nearer the outer side 
of the other leg, the upward movement of either 
leg Will produce a resultant force upon the outer 
side of the other leg which force is mostly hori 
ZOntal. This horizontai force being directed to 
the Webbing immediately in front of the rib. 22 
and at a point near the center of the rib, Will 
cause that portion of the webbing outwardly of 
the rib to be preSSed against the leg in a hori 
Zontal direction, thus overcoming the tendency 
that might otherwise be present for the webbing 
to rise on the leg. Further, since the pull from 
the front Section 2 is applied to the webbing 
2 at the center of the stiffening rib, this pull is 

The rear panel i has tapered 
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edge of the webbing, thus retaining the garment 
suitably taut at its lower edge. 
The same action occurs at the rear of this 

garment. 
In Figure 6, I have shown a girdle comprising 

a body portion including a rear panel 33, which is 
flexible and preferably vertically elastic and hori 
ZOntally non-elastic. In this form of the inven 
tion the webbing 2A does not have the rear 
tapered portions 24 but has its rear ends cut at a 
right angle to their longitudinal axes and the 
panel 33 is Secured to the Sides if and Webbing 
2 by lines of zig-zag stitching 34. The Webbing 
3 are secured to the Webbing 2 by the lines of 
stitching 33. This form of the girdle is otherwise 
identical With the first form of the invention as 
shown in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive. 

In Figures 7 and 8, have shown a further 
modification of the girdle. In these figures the 
body portion comprises side panels 35, corre 
Sponding to the side panels f and formed of 
similar material which are horizontally and 
vertically elastic, in the manner described in con 
nection. With the sides . The numeral 36 de 
signates a front panel, which is preferably verti 
cally elastic and horizontally inelastic and the 
front panel is attached to the side panels 35 by 
Zig-Zag lines of Stitching 37. A longitudinally 
elastic band or Webbing 38 with transverse stif 
fening ribs, corresponding to the webbing 6, is 
Secured to the upper ends of the side panels 35 
and the top of the insert 36, as shown. 
Arranged at the lower ends of the side panels 

35 are Vertically wide sections of webbing 39, hav 
ing transverse Stiffening ribs 6). The sections of 
Webbing 39 correspond to the Sections of Web 
bing 2, Figure 1, and have' tapered end portions 
4, with narrow Webbing 42 attached thereto, as 
ShoWn at 3. The Webbing 42 has transverse 
Stiffening ribs and correspond to the webbing 
3f. As shown in Figure 7, the side panels 35 
extend inwardly beyond the outer ends of the 
tapered portions 4, and are secured to these 
tapered portions by lines of zig-zag stitching 44. 
This leaves sections 45 of the sides 35 overlapping 
the tapered portions 4 and arranged between 
the lines of stitching 37 and the lines of stitching 
44. This produces a garment having more elas 
ticity at the point of connection between the 
Sides and the webbing 39. The back of the 
girdie shown in Figure 7 is illustrated in Figure 
8. The panel 6 is relatively narrow and is verti 
cally elastic and preferably horizontally non 
elastic. This panel is attached to the side panels 
35 by zig-zag lines of stitching 47. The rear ends 
of the webbing 39 are not tapered, but are cut 
off at a right angle to their longitudinal axes 
and are attached to the side panels 35 by lines 
of Stitching 48. The side panels 35 have portions 
49 arranged between the lines of stitching 43 
and the lines of stitching 47. The webbing 42 is 
Secured to the webbing 39 by the zig-zag stitch 
ing 48. The portions 49 of the side panels 35 
provide an increased yielding connection between 
the side panels and the leg encircling rings or 
bands. 

In the form of the invention shown in Figures 
7 and 8, in the use of the garment, the operation 
is similar to that described in connection with 
the first form of the invention shown in Figures 
1 to 5 inclusive. The front of the garment 
formed by the panel 36 and portions of the side 
panels 35 is vertically arched, as shown at 5 p 
and the arched edge is preferably faced with a 

transmitted by the stiffening rib to the lower 75 longitudinally elastic finishing tape. This arched 
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edge is secured to the webbing 39 at a point near 
the center of and immediately in advance of the 
full-length rib. 4), and the pull upon this arched 
edge Will be transmitted to the Webbing 39, 
through the medium of the transverse rib. 49, as 
heretofore explained. The Webbing 39 forms, a 
cCntinuation of the side panels 35 and these side 
panels extend downWardly below the front and 
back panels. 

In Figures 9 and 10, the numeral 52 designates 
the body portion of the girdle, which is prefer 
ably vertically and horizontally elastic. The body 
portion 53 is formed of a fabric, Woven or knit. 
Secured to the top edge of the body portion 52 is 
a band 53, having transverse stiffening ribs 3. 
This band is preferably of the construction as 
shown and described in my Patent 2,136,742. 

Carried by the lower end of the body portion 
52 are leg encircling portions or bands 55. These 
leg encircling portions 55 include Outer pctions 
56, integral with the body portion 52, and inner 
portions 5, formed separate from the Outer por 
tions 55 and stitched thereto at 58, he body 
portion 52 has a front portion 59, which overlaps 
the inner portions of the leg encircling por 
tions and is arranged out Wardly of the upper poi 
tions of the stitching 58. The inner portions 5. 
are tapered and the OWer edge 3 of the front 
portion S is arched and arranged Well above the 
in re: portions 51, as showin. At the rear, the 
outer portions 55 have vertical edges SE, stitched 
to the inner portions 5. At the rear of the 
garnent, the body portion 52 continues down to 
the line of Stitching at 6 and this line of stitch 
ing does not project under the rear of the body 
portion. The outer portions 56 of the leg en 
circling portions have vertical stiffening ribs 62, 
Secured thereto by any Suitable neans. The 
inter portions . Of the leg encircling portions 
may have vertical stiffening ribs 63 secured 
theireto in any suitable rianner. The Outer por 
tions 56 are shown as circumferential elastic and 
the inner portions 57 may be circumferential 
eastic, if desired. AS Cearly shown in Figure 9, 
the vertical ribs 62 extend above the point of 
connection between the lower edge 60 with the 
leg encircling portions, and the front portion 59 
extends over the major portion of the leg en 
circling portions 55. The tension from one leg 
encircling portion is transmitted through the 
front portion 9 ad its edge 6 to the other leg 
encircling portion, at a point below the upper 
end of its rio 62, Whereby this tension Will be 
transiaitted to the lower edge of the last named 
leg encircling portion. At the rear of the gar 
ment, the tension is transmitted through the 
edge 6', in a similar manner. 

In Figure 11, I have shown a girdle embodying 
a further modification of the invention. iihis 
girdle has a body portion 6 which is preferably 
both wartically and horizontally elastic. At its 
lower end, the body portion G4 carries leg en 
circling portions E5, formed integral With the 
body portion 64, and the body portion 6 may 
either be woven or knit. The inner portions of 
the leg encircling portions 65 are separate from 
the bottom edge 68. In this form of the inven 
tion, the inner portions 6 of the leg encircling 
portions are not tapered and are not Overlapped 
by the front portion of the body portion. The 
overlapping arrange inent as shown in the prior 
forms of my invention is preferred, since it closes 
a Space through which the fiesh would bulge, but 
Some degree of Success may be obtained by omit 
ting this overlapping feature. The outer por 
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tions of the leg receiving portions G5 have Wertical 
stiffening ribs 68, which extend above the lower 
extremities of the edge 66, as shown. The inner 
portions 67 may have vertical stiffening ribs 69, 
if desired. In this forin of the invention, the 
tension fron one leg receiving portion Will be 
transmitted through the edge 66 to the other leg 
receiving portion, at a point below the upper ends 
of the rio 63 which Will transmit the tension to 
the lower edge of the last rained leg receiving 
portion. 
The rear of the girdle ShoWin in Figure 11 nay 

be identical with the front, and no further de 
Scription is therefore necessary. 
In Figures 1 to 3 inclusive, and 5 to 8 inclu 

sive, the Webbing at the botton of the Side panels 
forms a continuation of the side panels and the 
side panels extend downwardly below the bottom 
edges of the front, and back panels. The side 
panels in Figures 1 to 8 inclusive, and the Side 
portions in Figures 9 to ii inclusive carry the 
upstanding stiffening ribs. Each Side panel Or 
side portion has a front and rear Stiffening rib, 
and these stiffening ribs extend from points ad 
jacent to the botton edges of the Side panel or 
side portions to points above the botton edges of 
the front and back panels and terriate at eleva 
tions considerably below the top of the body por 
tion. So that they will not interfere With the 
action of the hip joints in Sitting. The front 
and rear politions of the girdle may consist of 
the froint, and rear panels aiore, O: they may 
consist of the front and rear panels extending 
into the Side panels. 

it is to be understood that the forns of Iny 
invention herein shown and described are to be 
taken as preferred exampleS Cf the Sane and 
the Various changes in the Shape, Size and ar 
rangement of parts may be resorted to, without 
departing from the Spirit of niny invention or the 
Scope of the Subjoined claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

clai is: 
1. A girdle or the iike comprising a body por 

tion which is at least in part eastic circum 
ferentially in use, said body portion including 
Side portioS, a back portion, and a front por 
tion, the Side portions extending downWardly be 
low the botton edge of the front portion, an 

Staiding Stiffening rib Secured to each Side 
portion aid extending upwardly from a point ad 
jacent to the botton edge of the Side portion to a 
point above the outer end of the botton edge 
of the f"CYnt Orion, the front portion being at 
tached to the side portions in advance of the 
ribs. So that a pull upon the front portion will 
be transmitted to the ribs between their upper 
and lower ends, and leg bands secured to the 
Side portioS, the inner portions of the leg bands 
being free fron the front and eack portions. 

2. A girdle or the like cornprising a body por 
tion, which is at least in part elastic circum 
ferentially in use, Said body portion including 
Side pcrtions, a back portion, and a front por 
tion, the side portions extending downwardly 
below the bottorn edge of the front portion, an 
upstanding stiffening rib secured to each side 
portion and extending upWardly from a point 
adjacent to the botton edge of the side portion 
to a point above the Outer end of the bottom 
edge of the front portion, and leg bands secured 
to the side portions, the front portion being ar 
ranged in Overlapping reliation with the Outer 
portions of the leg bands and attached to the 
side portions in advance of the upstanding ribs, 



4. 
the arrangement being such that the tension ap 
plied to the front portion adjacent to its bottom 
edge is transmitted to either rib between the 
ends of the rib. 

3. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circum 
ferentially in use, said body portion including 
side portions, a back portion, and a front por 
tion, the side portions extending downwardly 
below the bottom edges of the front portion and 
back portion, upstanding stiffening ribs Secured 
to the side portions and extending upwardly 
from points adjacent to the bottom edges of the 
side portions to points above the outer ends of 
the botton edge of the front portion, and leg 
encircling bands Secured to the side portions, the 
front portion and the rear portion being arranged 
in overlapping relation. With the outer portions 
of the leg encircling bands and attached to the 
side portions, the stiffening ribs being arranged 
outwardly of the front portion and rear portion, 
the arrangement being such that tension upon 
the front portion is transmitted to either rib be 
tWeen the ends thereof. 

4. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circum 
ferentially in use, Said body portion including 
side portions, a back portion, and a front por 
tion, the Side portions extending down Wardly be 
low the bottom edge of the front portion, up 
standing stiffening ribs secured to the side por 
tions out Wardly of and adjacent to the front 
portion and extending upwardly from points ad 
jacent to the botton edges of the side portions 
to points above the outer ends of the botton 
edge of the front portion, and leg encircling 
bands secured to the side portions, the front 
portion being arranged in overlapping relation 
with the outer portions of the leg encircling bands 
and attached to the Side portions in advance of 
the upstanding ribs, the outer ends of the bottom 
edge of the front portion being arranged ap 
proximately equidistantly spaced from the oppo 
Site ends of each rib, the arrangement being such 
that the tension applied to the front portion 
adjacent to its bottom edge is transmitted to 
either rib between the ends of the rib. 

5. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, said body portion including side por 
tions, a back portion, and a front portion, the side 
portions extending downwardly below the bottom 
edge of the front portion and terminating at an 
elevation below the crotch of the wearer while the 
botton edge of the front portion terminates at 
generally the elevation of such crotch, upstand 
ing stiffening ribs secured to the side portions out 
Wardly of and adjacent to the front portion and 
extending upwardly from points adjacent to the 
bottom edges of the side portions to points above 
the outer ends of the botton edge of the front 
portion, the front portion being attached to the 
side portions in advance of the upstanding ribs 
so that tension upon the front portion adjacent 
to its bottom edge is transmitted to either rib be 
tWeen the end of the rib, and leg encircling bands 
secured to the side portions, the inner portions of 
the leg encircling bands being spaced from the 
bottom edges of the front and back portions. 

6. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in USs, the front portion of the girdle be 
ing cut high at its bottom for providing a front 
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opening for promoting the freedom of leg move 
ment, upstanding stiffening ribs arranged ad- 75 
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jacent to the sides of the thighs and Secured to 
the body portion, the front of the body portion 
being attached to the Sides adjacent to the Stif 
fening ribs and the outer ends of the botton edge 
of the front being positioned below the top of the 
ribs, and leg encircling bands Secured to the sides 
of the body portion and having outer portions 
Overlapping With said front, the inner portions of 
the leg encircling bands being separate from the 
front. 

7. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
Crotch, the body portion including front and back 
portions and Side portions, the side portions ex 
tending downwardly below the front portion, 
front and rear upstanding Stiffening ribs secured 
to each side portion and extending upwardly from 
points adjacent to the bottom of the side portion 
to points above the bottom edge of the front por 
tion, the front ribs terminating at elevations con 
siderably below the top of the body portion so 
that they will not interfere with the action of the 
hip joints in Sitting, the front portion exerting an 
in Ward pull Up On the front ribs and the back por 
tion exerting an in Ward pull upon the rear ribs, 
and a leg band secured to the front and rear of 
each side poition, the inner portions of the leg 
bands being Separate from the front portion, the 
leg bands Serving to exert an inward pull upon the 
front and rear ribs. 

8. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
Crotch, the body portion including front and back 
portions and Side poitions, the side portions ex 
tending down Wardly below the front and back 
portions, front and rear upstanding stiffening 
ribs secured to each side portion and extending 
upWardly from points adjacent to the bottom of 
the side portion to points above the bottom edges 
of the front and back portions and terminating 
at elevations considerabiy below the top of the 
body portion so that they will not interfere with 
the action of the hip joints in sitting, the front 
portion exerting an in Ward pull upon the front 
ribs at points below their upper ends and the 
back portion exerting an in Ward pull upon the 
rear ribs at points below their upper ends. 

9. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
crotch, the body portion including front and back 
portions and side portions, the side portions ex 
tending downwardly below the front portion, an 
upstanding Stiffening rib secured to each side por 
tion and extending upWardly from a point ad 
jacent to the bottom of the side portion to a 
point above the bottom edge of the front portion 
and terminating at an elevation considerably be 
low the top of the body portion so that it will not 
interfere with the action of the hip joints in sit 
ting, the front portion exerting an inward pull 
upon the ribs, a leg band Secured to the front and 
rear of each side portion, the leg bands serving 
to exert an in Ward pull upon the ribs, and trans 
verse stiffening ribs secured to the inner por 
tions of the leg banids. 

10. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
Crotch, the body portion including front and back 
portions and side portions, the side portions 
extending downwardly below the front portion, 
an upStanding stiffening rib Secured to each side 
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portion and extending upwardly from a point ad 
jacent to the bottom of the side portion to a point 
above the bottom edge of the front portion and 
terminating at an elevation considerably below 
the top of the body portion so that it will not in 
terfere With the action of the hip joints in sitting, 
a leg band secured to the front and rear of each 
side portion, the front portion and leg bands serv 
ing to exert an inward pull upon the ribs. 

11. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
Crotch, the body portion including front and back 
panels and side panels, the side panels extending 
downwardly below the front panels, the side 
panels having parts thereof formed of two-way 
stretch fabric, an upstanding stiffening rib se 
cured to each side panel and extending upwardly 
from a point adjacent to the bottom of the side 
panel to a point above the bottom edge of the 
front panel and terminating at an elevation con 
siderably below the top of the body portion so 
that it will not interfere with the action of the 
hip joints in sitting, portions of the two-way 
stretch fabric at the front being interposed be 
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tween the front panel and ribs and portions of 
the two-way stretch fabric at the back being in 
terposed between the back panel and the ribs, a 
leg band Secured to the front and rear of each 
side panel, the leg bands and the front and back 
panels serving to exert an inward pull upon the 
ribs. 

12. A girdle or the like comprising a body por 
tion which is at least in part elastic circumferen 
tially in use, the body portion having an open 
Crotch, the body portion including front and back 
portions and Side portions, the side portions ex 
tending downwardly below the front and back 
portions, an upstanding Stiffening rib Secured 
to each side portion and extending upwardly from 
a point adjacent to the botton of the side por 
tion to a point above the bottom edge of the 
front and back portions and terminating at an 
elevation considerably below the top of the body 
portion so that it will not interfere with the 
action of the hip joints in Sitting, a leg band Se 
cured to the front and rear of each side portion, 
the front portions of the leg bands overlapping 
with the front portion of the body portion. 

HENRY M. HERBENER. 


